^-^/^/M\f^/^r^Jy^/Z^^ 


i(A/. 


/  h  ^ 


FHK 


IMPROVED 

QUESTION-BOOK 


ON  THE 


LIFE  OF  CHRIST. 


mm  m  ®<xt. 


AIIBA270ED  FOB  CLASSES  OF  ALL  AGES. 


PHILADELPHIA: 

AMERICAN  SUNDAY-SCHOOL  UNION, 

No.  1122  Chestnut  Street. 


NEW  YORK:  599  BROADWAY. 


159822 


r 


Entered  according  to  Act  of  Congress,  in  the  year  1868,  by  the 
I  AMERICAN  SUNDAY-SCHOOL    UNION, 

in  the  Clerk's  Office  of  the  District  Court  of  the  United  States  for  the 
A  Eastern  District  of  Pennsylvania. 

iS^ .^ ^ 


PREFACE. 


The  excellence  of  the  system  of  instruction  on 
which  these  books  are  founded  is  now  so  universally 
admitted,  that  there  is  no  reason  for  detailing  its 
advantages. 

The  questions  might  have  been  easily  increased  to 
a  much  larger  number  on  each  lesson  ;  but  such  an  in- 
crease would  be  unprofitable  to  the  schools.  When  a 
person  asks  all  the  questions  which  may  occur  to  his 
own  mind,  there  must  necessarily  be  many  of  an  in- 
direct character,  the  appropriateness  of  which  would 
not  be  seen  by  others.  The  great  object  of  a  book  of 
questions  w,  to  excite  the  mind  to  a  careful  and  thorough 
examination  of  the  Scriptures.  "When  the  mind  is  once 
aroused  and  led  forward  in  the  right  course,  it  receives 
no  benefit  from  being  burdened  with  too  many  ques- 
tions. Too  many  questions  also  render  the  instruction 
mechanical,  and  prevent  the  teacher  from  the  exercise 
of  his  own  powers.  It  should  also  be  remembered  that 
these  Question-Books  are  intended  for  teachers  as  well 
as  scholars :  therefore  it  may  be  expected  that  ques- 
tions and  references  will  occasionally  be  found  which 
are  rather  designed  to  help  the  teacher  in  explaining, 
than  the  class  in  learning.  And  whenever  a  question 
is  not  easily  understood  by  the  scholar,  it  should  be 
simplified  by  the.teacher. 


EXPLANATIONS. 


The  figures  placed  at  the  beginning  of  the  lines 
denote  the  several  verses  of  Scripture  constituting  the 
lesson. 

The  questions  are  printed  in  large  and  in  small  type. 
The  answers  to  those  which  are  printed  in  large  type 
are  very  plain  and  easy,  and  consist  of  the  whole,  or  a 
portion,  of  the  verse.  The  answers  to  the  questions  in 
smaller  type  are  not  difficult,  but  serve  more  fully  to 
explain  and  apply  the  lesson  for  the  larger  scholars. 

Mode  of  Teaching. — The  teacher  should  ascertain  that 
his  scholars  are  well  acquainted  with  the  lesson,  and 
should  require  each  pupil  to  repeat  the  verses  distinctly 
and  accurately  from  memory.  Then  he  may  ask  them 
the  questions,  or  as  many  of  them  as  he  pleases, — always 
taking  care  that  when  a  question  is  asked  of  one  scholar, 
the  rest  of  the  class  are  listening.  Teachers  should  take 
pains  to  explain  the  meaning  of  each  verse,  and  ask 
many  questions  which  are  not  in  the  book. 

Teachers'  Meetings. — Wherever  it  is  practicable,  the 
teachers  will  derive  great  benefit  from  meeting 
together  once  a  week,  for  the  purpose  of  examining  the 
lesson  for  the  ensuing  Sabbath. 

Dividing  Lessons. — In  some  cases  it  may  be  expedient 
to  divide  a  lesson  and  spend  two  weeks  on  it.  The 
superintendent  should  make  the  division,  in  such  case, 
and  give  notice  of  it  to  the  school.  Care  should  be 
taken  that  all  the  classes  have  the  same  lesson. 

References. — Scholars  and  teachers  should  be  encou- 
raged to  look  out  the  Scripture  references  and  show 
that  they  understand  their  application  to  the  subject. 
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It  is  not  necessary  in  every  case  that  they  should  repeat 
them;  many  passages  being  referred  to  for  information 
which  can  be  gained  from  them  without  reading  the 
whole  passage. 

Monthly  Review. — Those  who  think  proper,  can  spend 
eyevy  fourth  Sabbath  in  reviewing  the  lessons  of  the 
three  preceding  weeks.  No  one  class  in  a  school  should 
do  this  unless  the  others  adopt  the  same  plan;  for  it  is 
of  great  important  that  all  the  classes  should  have  the 
same  lesson. 

Ministers. — It  is  of  vital  importance  to  the  success  of 
Sunday-schools  that  ministers  of  the  gospel  should 
watch  over  them  and  see  that  all  things  are  conducted 
with  propriety.  Many  clergymen  give  weekly  lectures 
on  the  portion  of  Scripture  which  is  to  be  the  lesson  for 
the  ensuing  Sabbath.     This  is  found  very  useful. 

Question- Books. — Every  family  should  own  a  ques- 
tion-book. It  is  expected  that  the  scholars  will  study 
their  lessons  during  the  week.  If  they  have  a  book 
at  home,  they  can  receive  aid  from  their  parents. 
Children  are  often  greatly  assisted  by  their  parents 
and  elder  brothers  and  sisters. 

Family  Instruction. — Most  families  who  are  sufff- 
ciently  near  to  a  Sunday-school  will  find  it  good  to 
send  their  children.  But  there  are  some  families  who 
are  so  situated  that  their  children  cannot  be  connected 
with  any  school.  Some  parents,  who  are  thus  situated, 
have  introduced  a  system  of  teaching  their  children 
on  the  Sabbath,  either  before  or  after  the  time  of  public 
worship. 

In  studying  the  lessons,  both  teachers  and  scholars 
will  derive  great  help  from  several  works  published  by 
the  American  Sunday-School  Union,  prepared  for  the 
purpose. 
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LESSON  I. 


The  Birth  of  John  the  Baptist  foretold. 


LuKK  i.  5-23. 


5  There  was  in  the  days  of  Herod, 
the  king  of  Judea,  a  certain  priest 
named  Zacharias,  of  the  course  of 
Abia :  and  his  wife  was  of  the  daugh- 
ters of  Aaron,  and  her  name  was 
Elisabeth. 

6  And  they  were  both  righteous 
before  God,  walking  in  all  the  com- 
mandments and  ordinances  of  the 
Lord  blameless. 

7  And  they  had  no  child,  because 
that  Elisabeth  was  barren  ;  and  they 
both  were  now  well  stricken  in  years. 

8  And  it  came  to  pass,  that  while 
he  executed  the  priest's  office  before 
God  in  the  order  of  his  course, 

9  According  to  the  custom  of  the 
priest's  office,  his  lot  was  to  burn 
incense  when  he  went  into  the  tem- 
ple of  the  Lord. 

10  And  the  whole  multitude  of  the 
people  were  praying  without  at  the 
time  of  incense. 

11  And  there  appeared  unto  him 
an  angel  of  the  Lord  standing  on 
the  right  side  of  the  altar  of  incense. 

12  And  when  Zacharias  saw  him, 
he  was  troubled,  and  fear  fell  upon 
him. 

13  But  the  angel  said  unto  him. 
Fear  not,  Zacharias;  for  thy  prayer 
is  heard;  and  thy  wife  Elisabeth 
shall  bear  thee  a  son,  and  thou  shalt 
call  his  name  John. 

14  And  thou  shalt  have  joy  and 
gladness ;  and  many  shall  rejoice  at 
his  birth. 

15  For  he  shall  be  great  in  the 
Bight  of  the  Lord,  and  shall  drink 


neither  wine  nor  strong  drink;  and 
he  shall  be  filled  with  the  Holy 
Ghost,  even  from  his  mother's  womb. 

16  And  many  of  the  children  of 
Israel  shall  he  turn  to  the  Lord 
their  God. 

17  And  he  shall  go  before  him  in 
the  spirit  and  power  of  Elias,  to 
turn  the  hearts  of  the  fathers  to  the 
children,  and  the  disobedient  to  the 
wisdom  of  the  just;  to  make  ready 
a  people  prepared  for  the  Lord. 

18  And  Zacharias  said  unto  the 
angel.  Whereby  shall  I  know  this  ? 
for  I  am  an  old  man,  and  my  wife 
well  stricken  in  years. 

19  And  the  angel  answering  said 
unto  him,  I  am  Gabriel,  that  stand 
in  the  presence  of  God ;  and  am 
sent  to  speak  unto  thee,  and  to  shew 
thee  these  glad  tidings. 

20  And,  behold,  thou  shalt  be  dumb, 
and  not  able  to  speak,  until  the  day 
that  these  things  shall  be  performed, 
because  thou  believest  not  my  words, 
which  shall  be  fulfilled  in  their 
season. 

21  And  the  people  waited  for  Zacha- 
rias, and  marvelled  that  he  tarried 
so  long  in  the  temple. 

22  And  when  he  came  out,  he  could 
not  speak  unto  them  :  and  they  per- 
ceived that  he  had  seen  a  vision  in 
the  temple;  for  he  beckoned  unto 
them,  and  remained  speechless. 

23  And  it  came  to  pass,  that,  as 
soon  as  the  days  of  his  ministration 
were  accomplished,  he  departed  to 
his  own  house. 


Who  wrote  this  Gospel  ?    (Luke.) 

Who  was  Luke  ?— See  Col.  iv.  14. 

For  whom  waa  this  Gospel  first  written?— See  ver. 
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How  many  histories  of  Christ  are  there  in  the  Bible?    (Four: 

the  Gospels.) 
How  long  after  the  death  of  Christ  was  the  Gospel  written  by 

Luke  ?    (Probably  about  thirty  years.) 
What  else  did  Luke  write?— See  Acts  1.  1. 

5.  Who  was  now  King  of  Judea? 

Where  is  Judea?    (It  is  the  southern  division  of  Palestine.) 
Can  you  tell  how  many  kings  named  Herod  are  mentioned  in 

the  New  Testament?    (Six.) 
What  was  the  character  of  Herod  ?* 

What  priest  lived  at  that  time? 

Of  what  course  was  he  ? 

How  is  Abia's  name  called  in  1  Chron.  xxiv.  10? 

What  is  meant  by  the  course  of  Abin  ?  (The  priests  were  divided 

into  twenty-four  orders,  or  courses,  each  of  which  served  in 

rotation  for  one  week.) 

Who  was  the  wife  of  Zacharias? 
Who  was  Aaron?    (First  high-priest  of  the  Jews.) 
How  could  Elisabeth  be  called  his  daughter?    (She  was  his 
descendant.) 

6.  What  was  the  character  of  Zacharias  and  Elisa- 
beth ? 

What  is  it  to  be  righteous  ?    (Just  and  holy.) 

What  is  meant  by  walking  in  the  commandments  of  the  Lord? 

(Living  in  obedience  to  them.) 
Is  it  a  hard  service  to  walk  in  the  commandments  of  the  Lord? 

—Repeat  Matt.  xi.  30,  and  1  John  v.  3. 
What  will  become  of  those  who  will  not  obey  them?— Repeat 

2  Thess.  i.  7,  8,  9. 

7.  Had  thev  any  children  ? 

What  is  meant  hy'well  stricken  in  years  f    (Old,  or  advanced  In 
life.) 

8.  What  office  did  Zacharias  perform? 

Wliat  was  the  priest's  office?    (To  perform  the  services  of  the 
Temple.) 

9.  What  was  the  lot  of  Zacharias  ? 

What  is  incense?     (An  aromatic  gum  procured  from  trees, 

chiefly  in  Arabia.) 
Where  did  he  burn  incense? 
What  is  meant  by  its  being  his  lot  to  burn  incense  ?    (The  special 

duties  of  each  priest,  for  the  week,  were  determined  by  lot.) 
On  what  did  the  priest  burn  incense  ?    (The  golden  altar,  before 

the  veil.)  ^      ^ 

How  often  was  it  burnt?— See  Exod.  xxx.  7,  8. 
Was  incense  the  same  as  burnt  sacrifice  ?    (No.) 
Of  what  was  the  holy  incense  made  ?— See  Exod.  xxx.  34. 

10.  What  were  the  people  doing  ? 
Where  were  thev  praying  ? 
What  is  meant  by  that?    (In  the  courts.) 

*  See  Union  Bible  Dictionary,  art.  Hebod. 
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What  may  we  learn  from  this  as  to  our  duty  when  one  person 

is  praying  for  all  present? 
How  should  we  act  and  feel  when  prayer  is  made  in  the  Lord's 

house  or  in  the  Sabbath-school  ? 
Who  is  there  now  to  present  our  prayers  to  God?— Heb.  ix.  24. 

11.  Who  appeared  to  Zacharias  ? 
Where  did  the  angel  stand  ? 

What  is  an  angel  ?    (A  spiritual  being  of  more  exalted  nature 

than  man.) 
Are  there  few  or  many  angels  ?— Repeat  Rev.  v.  11. 
Are  there  any  wicked  angels  ?— 2  Pet.  ii.  4 ;  Jude,  ethverse. 

12.  How  did  Zacharias  feel  when  he  saw  the  angel? 

13.  What  did  the  angel  say  to  Zacharias  ? 

What  is  prayer?    (Earnest  request.) 
What  was  he  to  call  his  son  ? 

14.  How  should  Zacharias  be  blessed  ? 

Would  any  others  rejoice  on  account  of  the  birth 

of  John  ? 
Was  this  the  apostle  John  ?    (No.) 
What  was  the  son  of  Zacharias  called?— Matt.  iii.  1. 

15.  What  was  he  to  be  in  the  sight  of  the  Lord  ? 
How  was  John  great  in  the  sight  of  the  Lord?    (Because  of  his 

divine  mission  as  the  forerunner  of  Christ.) 
What  else  is  said  in  this  verse? 
Who  is  meant  by  the  JToly  Ghost?    (The  third  person  of  the 

Trinity.) 
How  can  any  one  be  said  to  be  filled  with  the  Holy  Ghost? 

(When  entirely  under  His  influence.) 
What  are  called  the  fruits  of  the  Holy  Spirit?— Repeat  Gal.  v. 

22,23. 

16.  Whom  was  John  to  turn  to  the  Lord  ? 

Who  were  meant  by  the  children  of  Israel?     (Descendants  of 

Israel.) 
What  is  meant  by  John's  turning  them  ?    (Persuading  them  to 

forsake  their  sins.) 
How  did  he  do  it?— Matt.  iii.  1,  2. 
From  what  should  sinners  turn  ?— Isaiah  Iv.  7. 
What  is  this  turning  of  sinners  sometimes  called?— See  Acts 

iii.  19. 

17.  How  was  John  to  go  before  the  Lord  ? 

Who  is  meant  by  Elias?    (The  prophet  Elijah.) 

In  what   respect  was  John  like   Elijah?     (In   courage,  zeal, 

sanctity,  and  in  the  deep  impression  he  made  on  the  nation.) 
For  wliat  purpose  was  John  to  go  before  the  Lord? 
What  is  meant  by  this  ?    (He  would  induce  them  to  lay  aside  all 

animosities,  and  to  unite  in  the  service  of  the  Lord.) 

18.  What  did  Zacharias  ask  the  angel  ? 

19.  What  did  the  angel  say  concerning  himself? 
What  is  meant  by  tidings?    (News.) 

What  were  the  glad  tidings  he  brought  ?— Ver.  13. 
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To  whom  had  this  angel  been  sent  before  t— See  Dan.  viii.  16; 
ix.  21. 

20.  What  did  he  tell  Zacharias  should  come  upon 
him? 

How  long  should  he  be  dumb? 

Why  should  he  be  dumb? 

How"  will  those  finally  be  punished  who  do  not  believe  God's 

word  ?— Repeat  Murk  xvi.  16. 
Will  God's  word  certainly  come  to  pass?— Repeat  Matt.  xxiv.  35. 

21.  What  were  the  people  doing? 

22.  When  he  came  out,  what  took  place? 
What  did  they  perceive  ? 

How  did  they  perceive  this  ? 

What  is  meant  by  a  visioji?    (A  supernatural  appearance.) 

23.  What  came  to  pass  ? 

What  is  meant  by  fhe  days  of  his  ministration?  (The  time  in 
which  he  officiated  in  the  Temple.) 

How  long  did  one  course  of  priests  minister  in  the  Temple  atone 
time?    (One  week,  from  Sabbath  to  Sabbath.) 

Does  God  hear  and  answer  the  prayers  of  Christians  at  the  pre- 
sent day?— Psalm  1.  15. 

How  must  prayer  be  offered,  to  be  accepted  ?  (With  faith  and 
sincerity.) 

In  whose  name  must  we  pray?— John  xiv.  13. 

Why  not  pray  in  our  own  names  ?— Acts  iv.  12. 


LESSON  II. 


The  Birth  of  Christ  foretold. 


Luke  i.  26-38. 


26  And  in  the  sixth  month  the 
angel  Gabriel  was  sent  from  God 
nnto  a  city  of  Galilee,  named  Naza- 
reth, 

27  To  a  virgin  espoused  to  a  man 
whose  name  was  Joseph,  of  tlie  house 
of  David ;  and  the  virgin's  name 
wnn  Mary. 

28  And  "the  angel  came  in  unto  her, 
and  said.  Hail,  thou  that  art  highly 
favoured,  the  Lord  w  with  thee : 
blessed  art  thou  among  women. 

29  And  when  she  saw  him,  she  was 
troubled  at  his  saying,  and  cast  in 
her  mind  what  manner  of  salutation 
this  should  be. 


30  And  the  angel  said  nnto  her. 
Fear  not,  Mary ;  for  thou  hast  found 
favour  with  God. 

31  And,  behold,  thou  shaltconceiva 
in  thy  womb,  and  bring  forth  a  son, 
and  shalt  call  his  name  JESUS. 

32  He  shall  be  great,  and  shall  be 
called  the  Son  of  the  Highest;  and 
the  Lord  God  shall  give  unto  him 
the  throne  of  his  father  David: 

33  And  he  shall  reign  over  the 
house  of  Jacob  forever ;  and  of  his 
kingdom  there  shall  be  no  end. 

34  Then  said  Mary  unto  the  angel. 
How  shall  this  be,  seeing  I  know 
not  a  man  ? 
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35  And  tho  angel  answered  and  |  in  her  old  age ;  and  this  is  the  sixth 
said  unto  her.  The  Holy  Ghost  shall  month  with  her,  who  was  called 
come  upon  thee,  and  the  power  of  .  barren. 

the  Highest  shall  overshadow  thee :  [  37  For  with  God  nothing  shall  be 
therefore  also  that  holy  thing  which  i  impossible. 

shall  be  born  of  thee  shall  be  called  i  38  And  Mary  said.  Behold  the 
the  Son  of  God.  handmaid  of  the  Lord ;    be  it  unto 

36  And,  behold,  thy  cousin  Elisa-  me  according  to  thy  word.  And  the 
beth,  she  hath  also  conceived  a  son  '  angel  departed  from  her. 

What  was  the  subject  of  the  last  lesson  ? 

26.  Who  was  sent  from  God  ? 
To  what  citj'^  was  he  sent? 

In  what  part  of  Palestine  is  Galilee  ?    (The  northern.) 
How  far  was  Nazareth  from  Jerusalem  ?    (Between  sixty  and 
seventy  miles.) 

27.  To  whom  was  the  angel  sent? 
What  was  the  virgin's  name? 

What  is  meant  by  espoused?     (Betrothed,  or  engaged   to  be 

married.) 
What  is  m)»ant  by  the  house  of  David?    (Family  or  descendants 

of  David.) 
Who  was  David  ?    (The  second  king  of  Israel.) 
How  is  Christ  spoken  of  as  a  descendant  of  David  ?— See  Isa.  xi. 

10;  Rom.  i,  3. 

28.  What  did  the  angel  say  to  Mary? 

How  was  Mary  highly  favoured"?    (By  being  the  mother  of  our 

Saviour.) 
What  did  the  angel  mean  by  saying  Hail!  to  Mary  ?    (The  word 

expresses  congratulation  and  joj'.) 
Is  it  right  to  pray  to  Mary  ?    (No.) 
Why  not  ?    (Because  it  is  idolatry.) 

29.  How  did  Mary  feel  when  she  saw  the  angel  ? 

What  is  meant  by  yxer" casting  in  lier  mind?    (She  thought  about 

it  anxiously.) 
Why  was  she  troubled  and  perplexed  ?    It  was  so  unexpected 

and  extraordinary.) 

30.  What  did  the  angel  say  ? 
Why  should  she  not  fear?' 

What  is  it  to  And  favour  with  God  ?    (To  obtain  his  blessing.) 

How  can  sinners  find  favour  with  him  ?— John  xiv.  21. 

Why  need  not  those  fear  who  have  favour  with  God?— Heb. 

xiii.  f>,  6. 
Can  you  find  favour  with  him  if  you  continue  in  sin? 

31.  What  was  to  be  the  name  of  Mary's  son? 
What  is  the  meaning  of  the  name  Jes^u.s.?— Matt.  i.  21. 
How  does  the  Lord  Jesus  save  his  people?— 1  Peter  ii.  24. 

32.  What  was  he  to  be? 
What  was  he  to  be  called  ? 
Who  is  the  Highest?— PsaXva.  Ivii.  2, 

What  was  the  Lord  God  to  give  him  ? 
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How  could  Jesus  be  the  Son  of  the  Highest,  and  also  the  son  of 
David  ?— See  Kom.  i.  3, 4. 

33.  Ov^er  whom  was  he  to  reign? 
How  long  was  he  to  reign  ? 
What  is  said  about  his  kingdom  ? 

Had  any  thing  like  this  been  said  of  Christ  by  any  of  the  pro- 
phets?—Isa.  ix.  7. 
What  is  meant  by  the  house  of  Jacob  ?    ( The  family  of  Jacob.) 
Why  were  the  Jews  called  the  house  of  Jacob  f    (They  were  his 

descendants.) 
Was  Christ  to  reign  in  the  same  manner  as  David  did?— Dan. 

vii.  14. 
What  is  the  difference  between  David  as  a  king,  and  Christ  as  a 

King?    (David's  kingdom  was  temporal,  Christ's  kingdom 

is  spiritual.) 
W^as  Christ  to  reign  only  over  Jews  ?— See  Gal.  iii.  28,  29. 
Will  he  ever  rule  over  all  the  kingdoms  of  the  world  ?— Rev.  xi. 

15 ;  1  Cor.  XV.  2.5. 
Can  you  repeat  the  prediction  of  Isaiah  respecting  the  peaceful 

reign  of  Christ?— Isa.  xi.  1-9. 
Wliat  is  part  of  the  blessing  and  prophecy  of  Jacob  upon  Judah, 

to  whose  tribe  David  belonged?— Gen.  xlix.  10. 
How  is  the  reign  of  Christ  to  be  promoted  ?— Matt,  xxvlii.  19. 
W^liat  are  all  nations  to  be  taught  ?— Matt,  xxviii.  20. 
Can  you  do  any  thing  towards  this  ? 

What  did  Christ  tell  his  disciples  to  pray  for?— Matt.  vi.  10. 
But  does  not  this  imply  that  those  who  make  this  prayer  are 

willing  that  Christ  should  reign  in  their  hearts  ? 

34.  Wliat  did  Mary  say  to  the  angel  ? 

35.  How  did  the  angel  answer  her? 

W^ho  is  the  Holy  Ghost?    (The  third  person  of  the  Trinity.) 
Who  is  meant  by  that  holy  thing?    (Jesus  Christ.) 

36.  What  did  the  angel  say  about  Elisabeth  ? 
Who  was  Elisabeth  ?— Luke  i.  5. 

37.  What  is  said  in  tliis  verse? 
What  does  that  mean  ?— Rom.  iv.  21. 

38.  What  did  Marj^  say  ? 
What  did  the  angel  do? 

What  is  a  handmaid?    (A  female  servant.) 

What  did  she  mean  by  handmaid  of  the  Lord?    (It  expressed 

humility  and  obedience.) 
How  did  she  afterwards  praise  the  Lord?— See  ver.  4G-55. 
What  did  Gabriel  do  ? 
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LESSON  III. 

Sirth  of  tToJin  tJie  Baptist. 


Luke  i.  68-80. 
And  her  neighbours   and   her  [    69  And  hath  raised  up  a  horn  of 


cousins  heard  how  the  Lord  had 
shewed  great  mercy  upon  her;  and 
tliey  rejoiced  with  her. 
.'>9  And  it  came  to  pass,  that  on 
the  eighth  day  they  came  to  circum- 
cise the  child";  and  they  called  him 
Zacharias,  after  the  name  of  his 
father. 

60  And  his  mother  answered  and 
said.  Not  so;  but  he  shall  be  called 
John. 

61  And  they  said  unto  her.  There 
is  none  of  thy  kindred  that  is  called 
by  this  name. 

62  And  they  made  signs  to  his 
father,  how  he  would  have  him 
called. 

6.3  And  he  asked  for  a  writing 
table,  and  wrote,  saying.  His  name 
is  John.     And  they  marvelled  all. 

6-i  And  his  mouth  was  opened  im- 
mediately, and  his  tongue  loosed, 
and  he  spake,  and  praised  God. 

6.5  And  fear  came  on  all  that  dwelt 
round  about  them:  and  all  these 
sayings  were  noised  abroad  through- 
out all  the  hill  country  of  Judea. 

66  And  all  they  that  heard  them 
laid  them  up  in  their  hearts,  saying. 
What  manner  of  child  shall  this  be  ! 
And  the  hand  of  the  Lord  was  with 
him. 

67  And  his  father  Zacharias  was 
filled  with  the  Holy  Ghost,  and  pro- 
phesied, saving, 

68  Blessed  be  the  Lord  God  of 
Israel;  for  he  hath  visited  and  re- 
deemed his  people, 

58.  What  did  Elisabeth's  friends  do  when  they 
heard  of  the  birth  of  John? 

When  we  hear  that  the  Lord  has  blessed  our  friends,  how  should 
we  feel  ?— Rom.  xii.  15. 

59.  What  was  done  on  tlie  eighth  day? 

Who  instituted  the  rite  of  circumcision?— Geri.  xvii.  9,  10. 
Why  did  they  come  on  the  eighth  day  ?— Gen.  xvii.  12. 
What  name  did  tliey  give  to  the  child  ? 
2 


salvation  for  us  in  the  house  of  his 
servant  David  ; 

70  As  he  spake  by  the  mouth  of 
his  holy  prophets,  which  have  beea 
since  the  world  began: 

71  That  we  should  be  saved  from 
our  enemies,  and  from  the  hand  of 
all  that  hate  us; 

72  To  perform  the  mercy  pro- 
mised to  our  fathers,  and  to  remember 
his  holy  covenant; 

7.3  The  oath  which  he  sware  to 
our  father  Abraham, 

74  That  he  would  grant  unto  us, 
that  we,  being  delivered  out  of  the 
hand  of  our  enemies,  might  serve 
him  without  fear, 

75  In  holiness  and  righteousness 
before  him,  all  the  days  of  our  life. 

76  And  thou,  child,  shalt  be  called 
the  prophet  of  the  Highest:  for  thou 
shalt  go  before  the  face  of  the  Lord 
to  prepare  his  ways  ; 

77  To  give  knowledge  of  salva- 
tion unto  his  people  by  the  remissioa 
of  their  sins, 

78  Through  the  tender  mercy  of 
our  God ;  whereby  the  dayspring 
from  on  high  hath  visited  us, 

79  To  give  light  to  them  that  sit 
in  darkness  and  in  the  shadow  of 
death,  to  guide  our  feet  into  the  way 
of  peace. 

80  And  the  child  grew,  and  waxed 
strong  in  spirit,  and  was  in  the 
deserts  till  the  day  of  his  shewing 
unto  Israel. 


14  HISTORY   OF 


60.  What  did  his  mother  say? 

Why  did  she  say  he  should  be  called  by  that  name?— "Ver.  13. 

61.  What  did  they  then  say  to  her? 
What  is  the  meaning'bf  kuub-ed?    (Relations.) 

Was  it  customarj'  with  the  Jews  to  give  children  some  family 
name  ?    (.iS^o :  but  they  kuew  not  why  she  chose  this  name.) 

62.  To  whom  did  they  make  signs  ? 

Does  this  seem  as  if  Zacharias  was  deaf  as  well  as  dumb  at  this 
time?    (Yes.) 

For  what  purpose  did  they  make  signs  to  Zacha- 
rias? 

63.  How  did  Zacharias  make  known  his  wishes? 
What  is  a  writing  table  ?    (A  table  covered  with  wax,  lead,  sand, 

or  wood,  on  which  letters  were  made  with  a  sharp  mstrument 

called  a  style.) 
How  were  they  all  affected? 
Why  were  they  astonished  ?    (They  probably  thought  he  waa 

paralyzed.) 

64.  Wliat  happened  to  Zacharias  immediately? 
Had  the  angel  foretold  when  he  should  be  restored  to  his  speech  ? 

—Luke  i.  'M. 
Is  not  the  Lord  always  true  in  fulfilling  his  word  ?— Num.  xxiii. 

19. 
What  did  Zacharias  immediately  do? 
What  example  does  this  give  to  you  ? 

65.  What  effect  had  this  event  on  the  people? 
Was  it  generally  known? 

What  wa.s  called  the /liiicoun^rj/ of  Judea?    (The country  arounfl 

Jerusalem.) 
Is  it  not  right  to  tell  the  wonderful  works  of  God  ?— Psalm  Ixxvii. 

12. 
When  men  hear  of  God's  dealings,  do  they  always  believe  and 

obey  him  ? 

66.  What  did  all  those  do  that  heard  of  these 
things  ? 

What  is  meant  by  their  laying  them  up  in  their  hearts?  (Re- 
membered and  thought  of  them.) 

What  did  the  people  say  ? 

What  is  said  of  John  ? 

What  is  meant  by  the  hand  of  the  Lord  being  with  him?  (God 
guided  and  protected  him.) 

67.  What  is  said  of  his  father? 

What  is  the  meaning  of  that?    (He  was  enlightened  and  Influ- 

encetl  by  the  Holy  Ghost.) 
What  did  he  do  ? 
What  does  prophesy  mean  here  ?    (Both  praise  and  prediction.) 

68.  How  did  Zacharias  begin  his  song  ? 
What  did  he  allude  to  ?— See  John  iv.  25. 

How  has  God  visited  his  people?— John  iii.  16. 
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'Vho  were  God's  peculiar  people?    (The  Jews:— Deut.  vil.  6-8.) 
■'Vho are  now  his  people?— Acts  x.  35.  43. 

,Vhat  Is  the  meaning  of  redce/m.?    (To  relieve  frora  any  thing 
by  paying  a  price.) 
rrom  what  has  Christ  redeemed  his  people  ?    (From  the  domi- 
nion and  punishment  of  sin.) 
A^ith  what  has  he  redeemed  them  ?— 1  Pet.  i.  19. 

59.  What  had  God  raised  up? 

Who  is  meant  by  that  ?    (Jesus.) 

From  what  family  ? 

What  is  meant  by  a  horn  of  salvation?    (A  horn  la  the  symbol 

of  strength  and  honour :  it  means  Jesus  is  able  to  save.) 
Ts  he  a  Saviour  to  anv  but  the  Jews?— Kev.  xxii.  17. 
What  is  said  in  Hebrews  ii.  3  ? 

70.  By  whose  mouth  had  he  promised  this  sal- 
vation ? 

Can  you  tell  the  names  of  any  of  the  prophets? 

How  did  God  speak  by  them  ?    (He  influenced  their  minds,  and 

told  them  what  to  write.) 
Can  you  tell  any  of  their  prophecies  about  Christ? 

71.  What  did  God  here  promise? 

Who  is  the  greatest  enemy  of  God's  people  ?— 1  Pet.  v.  8. 

72.  To  whom  had  this  mercy  been  promised  ? 
Who  were  the  fathers  of  the  Jews?- Josh.  xxiv.  3,  4. 

What  is  a  covenant?    (God"s  covenant  with  men  is  his  solemn 

promise.) 
What  covenant  did  God  make  with  Abraham?- Gen.  xvii.  4-9. 

73.  What  was  there  besides  the  promise  and  cove- 
nant? 

When  was  this  oath  given  ?— See  Gen.  xxii.  (particularly  ver. 

15-18). 
What  oath  had  the  Lord  sworn  to  Abraham  ?— Gen.  xxii.  17, 18. 

74.  What  were  some  of  the  blessings  promised  ? 
To  whom  will  the  promises  apply  ?— Gal.  iii.  29. 

75.  How  must  God  be  served  ? 

Can  any  one  claim  the  blessings  who  does  not  serve  the  Lord  in 

holiness  and  righteousness?— Psalm  Ixvi.  18. 
What  is  holiness      (Spiritual  puritv,  piety.) 
What  is  said  of  holiness  in  Hebrews  xii.  14? 

76.  What  else  did  Zacharias  say  ? 
Why  should  he  be  so  called  ? 

Who  was  the  Lord  whose  ways  he  was  to  prepare  ?    (The  Lord 

Jesus  Christ.) 
How  was  he  to  prepare  the  way  of  the  Lord  ?— John  i.  7,  29. 

77.  What  was  John  to  do  ? 

How  did  John  give  the  knowledge  of  salvation  ?    (He  taught  the 

way  of  salvation.) 
How  is  the  knowledge  of  salvation  now  made  known?    (By 

proclaiming  the  gospel. 
What  is  meant  by  the" remission  of  sins?    (Forgiveness  of  sins.) 
How  are  sins  remitted  ?— Hebrews  ix.  14, 22. 
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78.  To  what  is  the  for^veness  of  sins  owing? 

Why  is  it  merciful  in  God  to  pardon  a  sinner  ?— Bom.  vi.  23. 

What  had  visited  them  ? 

What  is  meant  by  tlie  dayspring?    (The  Messiah.) 

79.  What  was  he  to  do  ?     '  , 

Who  are  sitting  in  darkness  and  the  shadow  of  death?  (All 
who  have  not  sincerely  repented  of  their  sins.) 

What  is  the  ou'.v  way  of  peace?— Isa.  xxxii.  17. 

How  did  Isaial  speak  of  such  a  time?— Isa.  Ix.  1,  2. 

What  is  Chrisr  compared  to  as  a  light?— Rev.  xxii.  16. 

What  other  name  maj'  be  applied  to  him  ?— Mai.  iv.  2. 

What  is  the  duty  of  Christians  to  those  nations  who  are  ignorant 
of  the  gospel  ?— Rom.  x.  14, 15. 

80.  What  is  said  of  John  ? 

What  is  the  meaning  of  waxed  strong  in  spirit?    (He  increased 

in  courage  and  understanding.) 
Where  did  lie  stay  ? 
What  deserts?    (The" wild  and  thinly-peopled  country  west  of 

the  Dead  Sea.) 
How  long? 
What  is  meant  by  the  days  of  his  showing  unto  Israel  ?— Luke 

iii.  1-3. . 


LESSON  IV. 

Birth  of  Christ. 


Whosk  history  have  we  been  learning? 

Who  was  the  father  of  John? 

Who  was  his  mother? 

Where  was  he  born  ?— See  Luke  i.  39, 40. 

How  long  ago  was  he  born  ? 

Whose  birth  is  spoken  of  in  this  chapter? 

How  long  is  it  since  Christ  was  born? 


Luke  11.  1-20. 


1  And  it  came  to  pass  in  those  days, 
that  there  went  out  a  decree  from 
Cesar  Augustus,  that  all  the  world 
should  be  taxed. 

2  (And  this  taxing  was  first  made 
when  Cyrenius  was  governor  of 
Syria.) 

3  And  all  went  to  be  taxed,  every 
one  into  his  own  city. 

4  And  Joseph  also  went  up  from 
Galilee,  out  of  the  city  of  Nazaretli, 
into  Judea,  unto  the  city  of  David, 
which  is  called  Bethlehem,  (because 


he  was  of  the  house  and  lineage  of 
David,) 

5  To  be  taxed  with  Mary  his  es- 
poused wife,  being  great  with  child. 

6  And  so  it  was,  that,  while  they 
were  tliere,  the  days  were  accom- 
plished that  she  should  be  delivered. 

7  And  she  brought  forth  her  first- 
born son,  and  wrapped  him  in  swad- 
dling clothes,  and  laid  him  in  a 
manger;  because  there  was  no  room 
for  tiiem  in  the  inn. 

8  And  there  were  in  the  same  coun- 
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try  shepherds  abiding  in  the  field, 
keeping  watch  over  their  flocks  by 
night. 

9  And,  lo,  the  angel  of  the  Lord 
came  upon  them,  and  the  glory  of 
the  Lord  shone  round  about  then, 
and  they  were  sore  afraid. 

10  And  the  angel  said  unto  them, 
Fear  not:  for,  behold,  I  bring  you 
good  tidings  of  great  joy,  wllich 
shall  be  to  all  people. 

11  For  unto  you  is  born  this  dav  in 
the  city  of  David  a  Saviour,  which 
is  Christ  the  Lord. 

12  And  this  shall  he  a  sign  unto 
j'ou ;  Ye  sliall  find  the  babe  wrapped 

^in   swaddling   clothes,    lying    in    a 
manger. 

13  And  suddenly  there  was  with 
the  angel  a  multitude  of  the  hea- 
venly host  praising  God,  and  saying. 

14  Glory  to  God  in  the  highest,  and 
on  earth  peace,  good  will  toward 
men. 


1.5  And  it  came  to  pass,  as  the  an- 
gels were  gone  away  from  them 
into  heaven,  tlie  shepherds  said  one 
to  another.  Let  us  now  go  even  unto 
Bethlehem,  and  see  this  thing  which 
is  come  to  pass,  which  the  Lord  hath 
made  known  unto  us. 

IC  And  they  came  with  haste,  and 
found  Mary  and  Joseph,  and  the 
babe  lying  in  a  M&ngBT. 

17  And  whan  iAy  had  seen  it,  they 
made  known  a'-'oad  the  saying 
which  was  told  them  concerning  this 
child. 

18  And  all  they  that  heard  it  won- 
dered at  those  things  which  were 
told  them  by  the  shepherds. 

19  But  Ma'ry  kept  all  these  things, 
and  pondered  thfin  in  her  heart. 

20  And  the  shepherds  returned, 
glorifying  and  praising  God  for  ali 
the  things  that  they  had  heard  and 
seen,  as  it  was  told'unto  them. 


What  came  to  pass  in  those  davs  ? 

What  days ?    (About  the  time  of  the  birth  of  John.) 

What  IS  meant  by  a  decree  ?    (A  law  ) 

Who  was  Cesar  AuKustus  ?    (Emperor  of  Rome.) 

nf\«rl"^  ''/'^t'' h"  "'-''^  "^  Roman  emperor  Should  tax  the  people 
Wh  Jh^h*^^»!.  jJi^^ea  was  at  this  time  a  Roman  province.) 

Den?  xivtiP"-  -l"'"  Romans  to  rule  over  his  people  ?- 

'^^censulT''''"*  ^'''''^  ^'''  '"^'"^ ^    ^^'  '"^''"'''  ^^"^  ^^^^"^  ""^  ^'''^'"^  * 
What  is  meant  by  all  the.  world  ?   (The  provinces  subject  to  Rome.) 

2.  When  was  this  taxini?  first  made? 
What  is  a  governor  ?    (.A.  ruler.) 

In  what  part  of  the  world  is  Syria  ?    (Western  part  of  Asia.) 

3.  Where  did  all  go  to  be  taxed  ? 

4.  Who  went  up  from  Galilee? 
Where  did  he  go  ? 

Wh>  did  he  go  there? 

In  what  part  of  Palestine  is  Galilee  ?    (The  north  ) 
In  what  part  of  Judea  ?    (The  south  )  ' 

How  far  \vas  Nazareth  from  Bethlehem  ?    CAbout  sixty  miles  ) 
Why  vvas  Bethlehem  called  the  city  of  David  ?-l  Sam   xvi^i  12 
w^  Kescen5ant?r^^'  ^'''"^  ""^  ^^^  imeofirg  of  David  ?  '(He 

5.  For  what  did  Joseph  go? 

6.  7.  What  took  place  while  thev  were  there? 
What  are  swaddling  clothes  ?    (Bands,  or  cloths.) 
Where  Avas  the  child  laid  ? 

Why  did  she  lay  him  in  the  stable  ? 
2* 
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Who  r/as  this  child  ?    (The  Lord  Jesus  Christ.) 

Hud  ir,  been  foretold  that  he  should  be  born  at  Bethlehem?— 

Mic.  V.  2. 
l):d  the  people  expect  he  would  be  bom  there?— John  vii,  42. 
Did  Csar  Augustus  intend,  by  taxing  the  people  of  Israel,  to 

fnlli!  this  prophecy?    (No.) 
For  wliat  did  Christ  come  into  the  world  ?— 1  Tim.  i.  15.  t 

s.  ^Vho  were  in  the  same  country? 

Wh:«t  are  shepherds?    (Men  who  have  the  care  of  flocks  of 

slierp.) 

A\'li.it;  were  they  doing  ? 

9.  Who  came  upon  them  ? 
Whit  shone  around  them? 

What  is  meant  here  by  the  (ilory  of  the  Lord?    (An  exceedingly 

bright,  luminous  appearance.) 
How  did  they  feel? 

10.  "Wliat  did  the  angel  say  to  them  ? 

Whv  sliould  the  good  tidings  of  the  angel  produce  great  joy?— 

Matt,  xviii.  11, 
To  wliom  would  the  tidings  bring  great  joy? 
Has  this  yet  been  fulfilled?    (There  are  some  who  have  never 

yet  heard  the  gospel.) 
How  is  it  to  be  done  ?— Mark  xvi.  15. 

11.  \\liat  more  did  the  angel  say? 

What  i  s  a  Savirnu  ?    (One  who  saves.) 

What  i  s  the  meaning  of  the  name  Chrixt?    (Anointed.) 

Wliy  was  Jesus  so  called?    (Because  he  was  set  apart  by  Gtod 

for  his  office.) 
Wtiy  is  he  called  the  Lord7—B.eb.  i.  8. 

12.  llow  were  the  shepherds  to  know  him ? 

i:?.  Who  appeared  suddenly  with  the  angel? 

Wlio  are  the  heavenlu  host  ?    (Angels.) 
Whntdid  they  do? 

14.  What  did  they  say? 

Why  d'd  they  sing  glorii  to  God  in  the  hipTieM .?— John  iii.  16. 

lln\v  (lid  the  birth  of  Christ  bring  glorj'  to  God?— John  x^ai.  4. 

What  is  Jesus  called  in  Isa.  ix.,lasi  part  of  verse  6? 

How  does  the  gospel  produce  peace  on  earth?— James  iii.  17, 18. 

How  (an  we  have  peace  with  God?— Rom.  v.  1. 

How  does  the  birth  of  Christ  show  the  good  will  of  God  towards 

men  ?— Psalm  Ixxxix.  19 ;  1  Tim.  2,  4. 
How  are  all  these  blessings  owing  to  Christ?—!  Pet.  iii.  18. 

15.  Where  did  the  angels  go? 

What  did  the  shepherds  then  say  to  one  another? 
Wliat  were  they  going  for  ? 

16.  II  )W  did  the  shepherds  come? 
Whomdid  they  find? 

17.  When  they  had  seen  it,  what  did  they  do  ? 
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What  saying  did  they  make  known  ?    (That  a  Saviour  had  been 

born.) 
Ought  you,  like  them,  to  tell  people  around  you  what  you  know 

about  the  Saviour  ? 

18.  How  did  they  feel  who  heard  it? 

Bid  the  Jews  expect  that  their  Messiah  Was  to  come  in  this  way  ? 
(No :  they  expected  he  would  be  surrounded  with  regal  splen- 
dour.) 

19.  What  did  Mary  do? 

What  is  meant  by  her  pondering  them  in  her  heart?  (She  thought 
of  them  often.) 

20.  What  did  the  shepherds  do  ? 

For  what  did  they  praise  and  i^lorify  God  ? 

If  these  shepherds  were  so  thankful  for  the  birth  of  Christ,  how 

ought  those  to  feel  who  know  his  whole  life  and  instructions? 
How  did  Christ  show  his  humility?— Phil.  ii.  7. 
Why  did  he  do  this  ?-Heb.  ii.  14, 17. 
Where  had  Christ  been  before  his  appearance  on  earth  ?— John 

1. 1-3,  xiv.  10,  xvii.  5. 
What  does  tlie  sending  of  Christ  show  ?— 1  John  iv.  9, 10. 
What,  then,  is  the  duty  of  every  one  who  hears  of  this  love  ?— 1 

Pet.  i.  8. 
What  must  become  of  those  who  do  not  repent  of  their  sins  and 

believe  in  Christ  ?— John  viii.  24. 


LESSON  V. 

Presentation  of  Jesus  at  the  Temple, 

Where  was  Jesus  born  ? 

How  came  he  to  be  born  in  Bethlehem? 

How  came  he  to  be  born  in  a  stable  ? 

Luke  ii.  21-38. 

21  And  when  eight  days  were  ac-  |  to  that  which  Is  said  in  the  law  of 
complished  for  the  circumcision  of  :  the  Lord,  A  pair  of  turtle  doves,  or 


the  child,  his  name  was  called  Jksus, 
which  was  so  named  of  the  angel 
before  he  was  conceived  in  the  womb. 

22  And  when  the  days  of  her  puri- 
fication according  to  the  law  of  Mo- 
ses were  accomplished,  they  brought 
him  to  Jerusalem  to  present  him  to 
the  Lord  ; 

2.3  (As  it  is  written  in  the  law  of 
the  Lord,  Every  male  that  openeth 
the  womb  shall  be  called  holy  to  the 
Lord  ;) 

24  And  to  offer  a  sacrifice  according 


two  young  pigeons. 

25  And,  behold,  there  was  a  man  in 
Jerusalem,  whose  name  was  Simeon; 
and  the  same  man  irccs  just  and  de- 
vout, waiting  for  the  consolation  of 
Israel:  and  the  Holy  Ghost  was 
upon  him. 

26  And  it  was  revealed  unto  him 
by  the  Holy  Ghost,  that  he  should 
not  see  death,  before  he  had  seen  the 
Lords  Christ. 

27  And  he  came  by  the  Spirit  into 
the  temple:  and  when  the  parents 
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brought  in  the  child  Jesus,  to  do  for 
him  after  the  custom  of  the  law, 

28  Then  took  he  him  up  in  his 
arms,  and  blessed  God,  and  said, 

29  Lord,  now  lettest  thou  thy  ser- 
vant depart  in  peace,  according  to 
thy  word : 

30  For  mine  eyes  have  seen  thy 
salvation, 

31  Which  thou  hast  prepared  before 
the  face  of  all  people  ; 

32  A  light  to  lighten  the  Gentiles, 
and  the  glory  of  thy  people  Israel. 

33  And  Joseph  and  his  mother 
marvelled  at  those  things  which 
were  spoken  of  him. 

34  And  Simeon  blessed  them,  and 
said  unto  Mary  his  mother.  Behold, 
this  child  is  sent  for  the  fall  and 
rising  again  of  many  in  Israel ;  and 


for  a  sign  which  shall  be  spoken 
against: 

3.)  ( Yea,  a  sword  shall  pierce 
tlirough  thy  own  soul  also;)  that  the 
thoughts  of  many  hearts  may  be  re- 
vealed. 

36  And  there  was  one  Anna,  a 
prophetess,  the  daughter  of  Phanuel, 
of  the  tribe  of  Aser :  she  was  of  a 
great  age,  and  had  lived  with  a  hus- 
band seven  years  from  her  virginity; 

37  And  she  was  a  widow  of  about 
fourscore  and  four  years,  which  de- 
parted not  from  the  temple,  but 
served  Go</ with  fastings  and  prayers 
night  and  day. 

38  And  she"  coming  in  that  instant 
gave  thanks  likewise  unto  the  Lord, 
and  spake  of  iiini  to  all  them  that 
looked  for  redemption  in  Jerusalem. 


21.  When  was  his  name  given  to  him? 
What  is  the  meaning  of  his  name?    (Saviour.) 
By  whom  was  he  named  ? 

22.  Where  did  they  bring  the  child  ? 
For  what  purpose? 

23.  Did  Joseph  and  Mary  do  this  in  obedience  to 
the  requirements  in  the  law  of  the  Lord  ? 

Why  was  this  offering  of  the  first-born  required  ?— Ex.  xiii.  15. 

24.  What  was  Mary  to  oflFer  ? 
What  was  this  sacrifice? 

Was  this  the  sacrifice  that  all  parents  brought  on  such  occasions  ? 

—Lev.  xii.  6. 
Why  did  not  Mary  bring  a  lamb  ?— Lev.  xii.  8. 

25.  What  man  is  spoken  of  in  this  verse? 
What  was  his  character? 

What  is  it  to  be  just  ?    (Kighteous.) 

What  is  it  to  be  d€t'o»<.?    (Pious.) 

For  what  was  he  waiting? 

Who  is  meant  by  the  consolation  of  Israel?    (The  Messiah.) 

How  was  Simeon  waiting  for  this  ?    (He  was  expecting  it.) 

What  reason  had  he  to  expect  his  corain^  then?  (The  prophe- 
cies indicated  this  time.) 

W^hat  w  as  upon  him  ? 

What  does  that  mean  ?  (He  was  divinely  inspired  respecting 
the  coming  of  the  Messiah.) 

26.  What  had  been  revealed  to  him  ? 
How  had  this  been  revealed? 

What  is  meant  by  revealed  ?    (Made  known.) 
Why  is  Jesus  called  the  Loi-d's  ChrUt?    (He  is  the  promised  Mes- 
siah.) 
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In  what  manner  did  God,  in  old  times,  reveal  himself  to  his 

people  ?— Heb.  i.  1 ;  Num.  xii.  6. 
Have  we  any  right  to  expect  such  things  in  these  days  ?    (No.) 
How  does  God  now  make  known  his  will  to  us  ?    (lu  his  revealed 

word.) 

27.  What  brought  him  into  the  temple? 
Who  came  in  while  he  was  there? 

28.  What  did  Simeon  do? 
What  happened  then? 

29.  What  did  he  say? 

W^hat  did  he  mean  bj-  departing  ?    (Dying.) 

What  is  meant  by  the  expression  according  to  thy  word?—S>&e 

ver.  26. 
"What  is  it  to  depart  inpeace  ?— Psalm  xxiii.  4. 
Who  are  they  that  have  a  peaceful  end  ?— Ps.  xxxvii.  37. 
Do  the  wicked  depart  in  peace  ?— Isa.  Ivii.  21. 

30.  Why  Avas  he  now  willing  to  die? 
What  did'he  mean  by  thy  salvation  f— Ver.  U. 
Why  is  Jesus  called  so  ?— Acts  v.  31. 

31.  Before  whom  was  this  salvation  prepared? 

How  was  it  prepared  before  the  face  of  all  people  ?    (It  was  to  be 

revealed  to  all  people.) 
How  does  the  prophet  call  on  the  people?— Isa.  xlv.  22. 
Do  you  know  how  many  people  are  now  in  the  world  ? 
Can  you  tell  how  many  have  not  heard  the  gospel  ? 

32.  Whom  was  Christ  to  enligliten  ?  . 
Who  were  the  Gentiles?  (All  people  who  are  not  Jews.)  \ 
How  was  Christ  to  lighten  them  ?— John  viii.  12. 

In  what  manner  has  this  light  been  spread?    (By  proclaiming 

the  gospel.) 
Have  all  the  Gentiles  yet  seen  it?    (No.) 
By  what  means  is  that  light  now  spreading?    (Bj' missionary 

labour.) 

What  was  Christ  to  the  Jews  particularly  ? 

33.  How  did  his  parents  feel  ? 

Of  whom  were  those  things  spoken  ?    (Jesus.) 

34.  What  did  Simeon  do  to  them? 
What  did  he  say  to  Mary  ? 

How  was  Christ  sent  for  this 'purpose?  (He  was  appointed  to 
it.) 

How  was  he  a  sign  to  he  spoken  against?  (He  was  an  object  of 
contempt  and  aversion  to  many.) 

Mention  some  passages  of  our  Lord's  life  where  he  was  made  a 
sign  to  be  spoken  against.— ivlatt.  xi.  19,  xxvi.  65-67,  and  xxvii. 
4(M4. 

Why  did  the  people  of  the  world  speak  against  Christ  and  per- 
secute him?— John  iii.  20. 

Why  do  not  sinners  love  him  ?— Rom.  viii.  7. 

35.  What  did  Simeon  say  to  Mary  about  herself? 
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What  does  that  allude  to  ?    (Her  sorrow  for  the  suffetlgns  and" 

death  of  Jesus.) 
What  were  to  be  revealed  ? 
How  does  the  conduct  of  men  towards  Christ  reveal  the  true 

state  of  their  hearts  ?— John  viii.  42. 

36.  Who  is  mentioned  in  this  verse  ? 
What  is  said  about  Anna's  age? 

What  is  a  prophetess?    (A  woman  inspired  to  foretell  future 

events.) 
What  is  meant  by  the  tribe  of  Aser  1    (The  tribe  of  Asher.) 

37.  How  old  was  she  ? 

In  what  place  did  she  stay  continually  ? 

How  did  she  employ  herself? 

What  is  fasting?    (Abstaining  from  food.) 

How  must  men  fast  so  as  to  serve  God .?— Joel  ii.  12, 13 ;  Isa.  Iviil. 

6,7. 
What  directions  does  our  Lord  give  about  fasting  ?— Matt.  vi. 

16-18. 

Will  fasting  and  prayer  atone  for  our  sins  ?    (No.) 

What.  then,  is  their  use  ?   (As  a  means  to  prepare  us  to  seek  God's 

blessing  more  humbly  and  earnestly.) 
What  alone  can  wash  away  sins  ?— Rev.  i.  5. 

38.  What  did  she  do  Avhen  she  came  in? 
Where  did  she  come  ?    (Into  the  temple.) 

At  lohat  instant?    (While  Simeon  was  speaking.) 

For  what  did  Anna  give  thanks  to  God  ?    (For  the  Saviour.) 

Of  whom  did  she  speak? 

To  whom  did  she  speak  ? 

Who  were  ttiey  that  looked  for  redemption  in  Jerusalem?.  (The 

pious  Jews  who  expected  a  redeemer  from  sin.) 
What  is  redemption?— Eph.  i.  7. 
Who  is  the  Redeemer?— Gal.  iii.  13. 
How  was  Christ  to  make  this  redemption  ?— 1  Pet.  1. 18, 19. 


LESSON  VI. 

Tisit  of  the  Wise  Men— Flight  into  Egypt. 

How  many  histories  of  the  Lord  Jesus  are  there  in  the  New 

Testament  ? 
What  is  the  advantage  of  having  more  than  one? 
Do  they  all  relate  to  the  same  things? 
Must  we  not,  then,  read  all  the  C^ospels  in  order  to  know  the 

different  parts  of  the  Saviour's  life? 
What  is  the  first  thing  told  in  the  Gospel  by  Matthew? 
From  what  distinguished  persons  was  Jesus  descended  ?— Matt. 

i.  2,  6. 
Who  was  Matthew,  that  wrote  this  Gospel  ?-See  Matt.  Ix.  9. 
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Matt.  ii.  1-23. 


1  Now  wheii  Jesus  was  born  in 
Bethlehem  of  Judea  ia  the  days  of 
Herod  the  king,  behold,  there  came 
wise  mea  from  the  eastto  Jerusalem, 

2  Saying,  Where  is  he  that  is  born 
King  of  the  Jews?  for  we  have  seen 
his  star  in  the  east,  and  are  come  to 
worship  him. 

3  When  Herod  the  king  had  heard 
these  thiagx,  he  was  troubled,  and 
allJerusalem  with  him. 

4  And  when  he  had  gathered  all 
the  chief  priests  and  scribes  of  the 
people  together,  he  demanded  of 
thorn  where  Christ  should  be  born. 

5  And  they  said  unto  him.  In 
Bethlehem  of  Judea:  for  thus  it  is 
written  by  the  prophet, 

6  And  thou  Bethlehem,  in  the  land 
of  Judah,  art  not  the  least  among 
the  princes  of  Judah:  for  out  of  thee 
shall  come  a  Governor,  that  shall 
rule  my  people  Israel. 

7  Then  Herod,  when  he  had  privily 
called  the  wise  men,  inquired  of 
them  diligently  what  time  the  star 
appeared. 

8  And  he  sent  them  to  Bethlehem, 
and  said,  Go  and  search  diligently 
for  the  young  child;  and  when  ye 
have  found  hLn,  bring  me  word 
again,  that  I  may  come  and  worship 
him  also. 

9  When  they  had  heard  the  king, 
they  departed;  and,  lo,  the  star, 
which  they  saw  in  the  east,  went 
before  them,  till  it  came  and  stood 
over  where  the  young  child  was. 

10  When  they  saw  the  star,  they 
rejoiced  with  exceeding  great  joy. 

11  If  And  when  they  were  come 
into  the  house,  they  saw  the  young 
child  with  Mary  his  mother,  and  fell 
down,  and  worshipped  him:  and  when 
they  had  opened  their  treasures,  they 
presented  unto  him  gifts;  gold,  and 
frankincense,  and  myrrh. 

12  And  being  warned  of  God  in  a 
dream  that  tliey  should  not  return 
to  Herod,  they  "departed  into  their 
own  country  another  way. 

1.3  And  when  they  were  departed, 
behold,  the  aneel  of  the  Lord  ap- 
peareth  to  Joseph  in  a  dream,  say- 

1.  Where  was  Jesus  born  ? 


I  ing,  Ari.'se,  and  take  the  youn;:  child 
I  and  his  mother,  and  flee  into  l^-'yi't, 
1  and  be  thou  there  until  I  brin:,'  iliee 
I  word  :  for  Herod  will  seek  the  youu^ 

child  to  destroy  him. 
14   When    he    arose,   he    tO'  k    tiio 

young  child  and  his  mother  by  ni^lit, 

and  departed  into  Egypt: 
l.")  And  was  there  until  the  de.iih 

of  Herod:  tJiat  it  might  be  f uJ.ie.l 

which  Wits  spoken  of  the  Lord  i'y  tiie 

prophet,  saying,  Out  of  Egyj .  hme 

I  called  my  son. 

16  1  Then  Herod,  when  hesa  •  Lliiit 
he  was  mocked  of  the  wise  mt  v>  ; 
exceeding  wroth,  and  sent  fur.  tuul 
slew  all  the  children  that  w  -.!  in 
Bethlehem,  and  in  all  the  >■  ■:! -'* 
thereof,  from  two  years  o'. ;  :iti1 
under,  according  to  the  time  a!ii:h 
he  had  diligently  inquired  of  the 
wise  men. 

17  Then  was  fulfilled  that  which 
was  spoken  by  Jeremy  the  pr  .j  hut, 
saying, 

18  In  Rama  was  there  a  voice  '  onrd, 
lamentation,  and  weeping,  am!  l' ■  -.it 
mourning,  Rachel  weeping  y  ■  h  r 
children,  and  would  not  be  com- 
forted, because  they  are  not. 

19  f  But  when  Herod  was  HrmI. 
behold,  an  angel  of  the  Lorl  w  - 
peareth  in  a  dream  to  Jose,  h  in 
Egypt, 

2U  Saying,  Arise,  and  tak^  tlio 
young  child  and  his  mother.  :<  \i\  r» 
into  the  land  of  Isr.ael :  for  th  •"  ■ ) 
dead  which  sought  the  young  t 

21  And  he  arose,  and  too' 
young  child  and  his  mother, 
came  into  the  land  of  Israel. 

22  But  when  he  heard  that  A-''!i!- 
laus  did  reign  in  Judea  in  the  -  -oa 
of  his  father  Herod,  he  was  a'' -aid 
to  go  thither:  notwithstanding.  '"Miig 
warned  of  God  in  a  dream,  he  1 1  iMed 
aside  into  the  parts  of  Galilee  ■ 

23  And  he  came  and  dwelt  in  a 
city  called  Nazareth:  that  it  loiclit 
be  fulfilled  whieli  was  spoken  1  '' ■<: 
prophets.  He  shall  be  called  a  .\':i„.%- 
rene. 
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Who  was  then  king  ? 

Who  was  the  Roman  emperor  ?— See  Luke  ii.  1. 
Wlio  came  to  Jerusalem? 

What  is  here  meant  by  toise  men  ?    (Men  of  learning  and  distinc- 
tion among  the  ancient  Oriental  nations.) 
Where  did.  they  come  from  ? 

2.  What  did  the  wise  men  say? 

Whom  did  they  mean  by  the  King  of  the  Jews?    (The  Messiah.) 
Did  the  Jews  expect  that  Christ  would  be  like  an  earthly  king? 

What  had  thej"^  seen  ? 

What  is  meant  by  this  ?    (They  had  seen  a  star  which,  in  some 

supernatural  way,  indicated  to  them  the  birth  of  the  King  of 

the  Jews.) 
Had  they  seen  the  star  shining  in  the  east,  or  had  they  seen  it 

while  they  were  in  the  east?    (While  they  were  in  the  east.) 
Wiiat  had  they  come  for? 
What  is  meant  here  by  worship  ?— Compare  Acts  x.  25,  Luke  xiv. 

10. 

3.  What  is  said  in  this  verse? 

Why  was  Herod  troubled?  (He  thought  his  throne  was  en- 
dangered.) 

Why  were  all  Jerusalem  troubled  with  him?  (They  feared  a 
civil  war.) 

4.  What  did  Herod  do? 

Who  were  the  rhirf  priests?  (The  heads  of  the  twenty-four 
courses,  and  those  who  had  been  higli-priests.) 

Who  were  the  scribes  ?  (They  were  the  authorized  interpreters 
of  the  scriptures,  and  had  the  keeping  of  the  public  records.) 

Why  did  he  call  them  together?  (They  composed  the  Sanhe- 
drim.) 

What  did  he  ask  them? 

Did  tlie  Jews  look  for  Christ  at  this  time?— Luke  ii.  25. 

Why  did  Herod  wish  to  know  where  Christ  should  be  bom? 
(He  wanted  to  know  where  to  find  him.) 

5.  What  did  they  say  to  him? 

6.  Wliat  is  the  sulistance  of  the  prophecy? 
Where  is  this  prophecy?— Mic.  v.  2. 

Was  Bethlehem  a  small  city  ?    (Yes.) 

Who  was  the  governor  that  should  rule  God's  people  Israel  ?— 
Isa.  ix.  6. 

7.  What  did  Herod  do? 

What  is  the  meaning  of  privily  ?    (Privately.) 

Wliy  did  he  call  them  privately  ?  (Not  to  make  any  public  dis- 
turbance.) 

Why  did  he  wish  to  know  what  time  the  star  appeared  ?  (To 
find  the  age  of  the  child.) 

8.  To  what  place  did  he  send  the  wise  men? 
Wliat  did  lie  tell  them  to  do? 

Why  did  he  wisii  them  to  search  diligently?  (He  was  anxious 
to'have  them  find  Jesus.) 
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Did  he  really  mean  to  acknowledge  Jesus  ?    (No.) 

Why  did  he  wish  to  know  where  he  was?    (That  he  might  put 

him  to  death.) 
Who  saw  and  heard  these  plans  of  Herod  ?— Prov.  xv.  3. 

9.  What  did  the  wise  men  do? 
What  went  before  them  ? 

10.  How  did  the  wise  men  feel  when  they  saw  the 
star  ? 

What  was  the  cause  of  this  great  joy  ?    (It  assured  them  that 

they  were  guided  by  God.) 
How  ought  you  to  rejoice  in  the  clearer  light  which  you  have? 

11.  When  they  had  come  into  the  house,  whom  did 
they  see  ? 

What  did  they  do  ? 

What  did  they  give  to  him  ? 

Were  these  things  valuable  ?    (Very.) 

What  is  frankincense?    (The  gum  from  a  tree,  fragrant  when 

burned.) 
What  is  myrrh  ?    (An  odorous  gum.) 
Was  it  the  custom  among  the  Eastern  nations  to  carry  valuable 

presents  when  they  wished  to  honour  any  great  person?— Gen. 

xliii.  11 ;  1  Kings  x.  10. 

12.  What  became  of  the  wise  men? 

Why  were  tliey  not  to  return  to  Herod?    (That  he  should  not 

know  where  Jesus  was.) 
How  did  they  avoid  seeins:  Herod  ? 
Did  he  expect tiiem  to  return  by  Jerusalem?— See  ver.  8. 

13.  What  took  place  wlien  they  had  departed? 
Who  was  Joseph  ?    (The  husband  of  Mary.) 

Wliat  did  the  antrel  direct  Joseph  to  do? 
Where  is  Egypt  ?    (Northeastern  part  of  Africa.) 
How  far  from  Bethlehem  ?    (Tliree  or  four  days'  journey.) 
How  long  were  they  to  stay  in  Egypt? 
What  was  the  reason  of  their  going  to  Egypt? 

14.  What  did  Joseph  do? 

In  what  direction  is  Egypt  from  Bethlehem  ?    (Southwest.) 

15.  How  long  were  they  in  Egypt  ? 
What  prophecy  was  fulfilled? 
Where  is  that  to  be  found?— Hos.  xi.  1. 

16.  How  did  Herod  feel  when  he  found  the  wise 
men  did  not  return? 

How  had  he  been  mocked  by  them?    (They  had  disappointed 

and  foiled  him.) 
What  did  he  do? 
Why  did  he  kill  the  children  of  that  age?    (It  included  the  age 

he  supposed  Jesus  must  be.) 
Do  vou  suppose  there  could  have  been  many  children  of  this  age 

in  Bethlehem  and  its  neighbourhood  ?  (No:  it  was  a  small  place. ) 
3 
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What  great  commandment  did  Herod  break  by  doing  this?— 
Ex.  XX.  13. 

17.  What  was  then  fulfilled  ? 

Who  is  called  Jeremy  ?    (The  prophet  Jeremiah.) 

18.  What  was  his  prophecy? 
Where  was  this  written  ?— Jer.  xxxi.  15. 

The  prophecy  speaks  of  Rama:  how  does  it,  then,  apply  to  Beth- 
lehem?—See  Gen.  XXXV.  19. 

19.  What  became  of  Herod  ? 
What  happened  to  Joseph  then  ? 

20.  What  did  the  anj^el  say  to  him? 

Had  the  Lord  promised  to  send  Joseph  word  ?— Ver.  13. 
What  made  it  safe  to  go  now  ? 

21.  What  did  Joseph  do? 

Where  was  the  land  of  Israel  ?    (In  the  western  part  of  Asia.) 
What  were  the  principal  divisions  of  the  land,  when  Christ  was 
on  earth  ?    (Judea,  Samaria,  and  Galilee.) 

22.  Who  did  he  hear  was  reigning  in  Judea? 
Who  was  Archelaus  ? 

Can  you  tell  how  the  kingdom  of  Herod  was  divided  after  his 
death?  (It  was  divided  between  his  sons.  Herod  Antipas  had 
Galilee,  Archelaus  had  Judea  and  Samaria.) 

What  was  the  character  of  Archelaus  ?* 

What  effect  had  this  on  him  ? 

What  did  he  do? 

In  what  part  of  the  land  of  Israel  is  Galilee?    (The  north.) 

Why  was  he  safer  in  Galilee  than  in  Judea?  (Herod  Antipas 
was  less  cruel  than  his  brother.) 

23.  Where  did  he  dwell  ? 

Where  is  Nazareth  ?    (In  the  lower  part  of  Galilee.) 

How  far  from  Bethlehem  ?    (About  sixty  miles.) 

Why  did  he  dwell  there? 

Who' was  to  be  called  a  Nazarene?    (Jesus.) 

What  opinion  had  the  Jews  of  Nazareth  ?— John  i.  46. 

Was  Nazarene  a  term  of  reproach  ?    (Yes.) 

Should  Christ's  people  fear  reproach?— 2  Cor.  xii.  10. 

What  support  have  they  in  all  their  troubles  ?— John  xvl.  33. 

Did  Herod,  with  all  his  care,  bring  his  designs  to  pass  ? 

*  See  Union  Bible  Dictionary,  art.  Archelaus. 
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LESSON  VII. 

Jesus  in  the  Temple. 


"What  was  the  subject  of  the  last  lesson  ? 
In  what  country  did  these  events  take  place? 
How  long  ago  ? 

Luke  ii.  40-52. 


40  And  the  child  grew,  and  waxed 
strong  in  spirit,  filled  with  wisdom; 
and  the  grace  of  God  was  upon  him. 

41  ^  Now  his  parents  went  to  Jeru- 
salem every  year  at  the  feast  of  the 
passover. 

42  And  when  he  was  twelve  years 
old,  the}-  went  up  to  Jerusalem  after 
the  custom  of  the  feast. 

43  And  when  they  had  fulfilled  the 
days,  as  they  returned,  the  child 
Jesus  tarried  behind  in  Jerusalem  ; 
and  Joseph  and  his  mother  knew 
not  of  it. 

44  But  they,  supposing  him  to  have 
been  in  the  company,  went  a  day's 
journey ;  and  they  sought  him 
among  their  kinsfolk  and  acquaint- 
ance. 

45  And  when  they  found  him  not, 
thev  turned  back  againto Jerusalem, 
seeking  him. 

46  And  it  came  to  pass,  that  after 
three  days  they  found  him  in  the 


temple,  sitting  in  the  midst  of  the 
doctors,  both  hearing  them,  and 
asking  them  questions. 

47  And  all  that  heard  him  were 
astonisiied  at  his  understanding  and 
answers. 

48  And  when  they  saw  him,  they 
were  amazed  :  and  his  mother  said 
tinto  him.  Son,  whv  hast  thou  thus 
dealt  with  us  ?  behold,  thy  father 
and  I  have  sought  thee  sorrowing. 

49  And  he  said  unto  them,  How  is 
it  that  ye  sought  me  ?  wist  ye  not 
that  I  must  be  about  my  Father's 

I  business  ? 

50  And  they  understood  not  the 
saying  whicli  he  spake  unto  them. 

I  51  And  he  went  down  with  them, 
j  and  came  to  Nazareth,  and  was  sub- 
j  ject  unto  them  :  but  his  mother  kept 

all  these  sayings  in  her  heart. 
I    52  And  Jesus  increased  in  wisdom 

and  stature,  and  in  favour  with  God 

and  man. 


40.  What  was  the  character  of  Jesus  as  a  child  ? 
What  Ls  meant  by  his  being  strong  in  spirit  ?    (His  mind  increased 

in  knowledge  and  understanding.) 
What  is  meant  here  by  the  grace  of  God  ?    (The  favour  of  God.) 
Is  the  grace  of  God  ever  granted  to  young  children  now  ?— Prov. 

viii.  17 ;  Matt.  .xix.  14. 
How  is  it  to  be  obtained?— John  xvi.  27. 

41.  Where  did  the  parents  of  our  Lord  go  every 
year? 

What  people  kept  the  feast  of  the  passover  ?    (The  Jews.) 

Who  commanded  them  to  keep  it  ?    (God.) 

Of  what  was  it  to  remind  them  ?    (Of  their  preservation  when 

the  first-born  in  Egypt  were  destroyed.) 
Can  j-ou  give  any  account  of  it?— Ex',  xii.  2-14. 
Why  was  the  feast  named  the/Jrt.s-.wj'i^j- ?— Ex.  xii.  27. 
Of  whose  blood  was  the  blood  of  the  lamb  a  sign  ?— John  i.  29. 
What  happened  to  those  families  on  whose  houses  the  blood  of 

the  lamb  wa.s  not  sprinkled  ?— Ex.  xii.  29. 30. 
What  will  become  of  sinners  if  thev  are  not  pardoned  through 

the  atonement  of  Christ  ?— Matt.  xxv.  46. 
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Why  was  the  feast  of  the  passover  kept  at  Jerusalem  ?— Deut, 
xvi.  5,  6. 

42.  What  is  said  in  this  verse  ? 

"What  law  was  there  on  this  subject?— Ex.  xxiii.  17. 

43.  What  happened  when  Joseph  and  Mary  had 
fulfilled  their  days? 

What  days  did  they  fulfil?— Ex.  xii.  1.5. 
What  is  the  meaning  of  tarried?    (Remained.) 
Did  Josepli  and  Mary  know  that  Jesus  was  not 
w^ith  them  ? 

44.  Where  did  they  suppose  he  was  ? 

What  is  meant  by  tfie  company  I    (The  friends  with  whom  they 

travelled.) 
How  far  had  they  gone  before  they  missed  him  ? 
Where  did  they  seek  him? 

45.  When  they  could  not  find  him,  what  did  they 
do? 

46.  How  long  was  it  before  they  found  him  ? 
Where  did  they  find  him  ? 

What  Avas  he  doing  there  ? 

What  was  the  temple  ?    (The  magnificent  edifice  erected  for  the 

worship  of  God  at  Jerusalem.) 
Who  built  the  first  temple  ?— l  Kings  vi.  1,  38. 
What  became  of  that  temple?— 2  Chron.  xxxvi.  17,  19. 
Who  began  to  build  the  temple  that  stood  when  Jesus  was  on 

earth  ?— Ezra  i.  2. 
Can  you  give  a  description  of  it?— Ezra  vi.  3,  4. 
What  became  of  the  second  temple?    (It  was  destroyed  by  the 

Romans.) 
Who  were  the  doctors  among  whom  Jesus  was  sitting?    (The 

Rabbis,— religious  teachers.) 

47.  How  were  all  that  heard  Jesus  affected? 

Whj'  were  thej^  astonished  ?    (At  his  wisdom.) 

Bid  they  know  whom  he  was  ?    (Not  that  he  was  Christ.) 

Was  he  known  yet  as  the  Messiah  ?    (No.) 

48.  When  his  parents  saw  him,  how  did  they  feel  ? 
What  did  his  mother  say  to  him  ? 

49.  What  did  he  answer? 

What  is  the  meaning  of  wist  ye  not?    (Know  ye  not.) 

Wliom  did  he  mean  by  his  Father  ?— John  v.  18. 

How  was  he  employed  about  his  Father's  business?    (About 

what  related  to  the  service  of  God.) 
How  could  Joseph  and  Mary  know  that  he  was  the  Son  of  God  ? 

—See  Luke  i.  3-5. 

50.  What  did  they  not  understand  ? 

Do  his  parents  seem  to  have  known  what  he  was  designed  to  be  ? 
(No.) 


THE   LIFE   OF   CHRIST.  29 


51.  What  did  Jesus  do  then? 

What  do  you  mean  by  his  being  subject  to  them?    (Obedient  to 

them.) 
What  example  does  this  give  to  all  children? 
What  are  tlie  commandments  of  God  to  children  ?— Ex.  xx.  12; 

Eph.  vi.  1-3. 
What  is  meant  by  Mar\''s  keeping  all  these  sayings  in  her  heart  f 

(She  remembered  and  thought  of  them.) 

52.  What  is  here  said  of  Jesus  ? 

What  is  meant  by  his  increasing  in  wisdom  ?  (Gaining  know- 
ledge.) 

What  is  meant  by  his  increasing  in  stature?  (Growing  in 
strength  and  size.) 

What  is  meant  by  his  being  in  favour  with  God  and  man?  (He 
did  always  those  things  that  were  pleasing  to  God  and  lovely 
in  the  sight  ot  his  friends.) 

How  can  we  increase  in  favour  with  God  ?— John  xv.  8. 

What  kind  of  men  should  we  wish  to  be  in  favour  with  ?— Ps. 
xvi.  8. 

How  may  sinners  procure  the  favour  of  God?— Isa.  Iv.  6, 7. 

Have  you  this  favour? 


LESSON  VIII. 

Preaehitig  of  John,  and  JSaptistn  of  Christ. 

Matt.  iii.  1-17. 

1  In  those  days  came  John  the  j  ration  of  vipers,  who  hath  warned 
Baptist,  preaching  in  the  wilderness  you  to  Hee  from  the  wrath  to  come  ? 
of  Judea,  8  Bring  forth  therefore  fruits  meet 

2  And  saying,  Kepent  ye  :  for  the     for  repentance : 

kingdom  of  heaven  is  at  hand.  9  And  think  not  to  say  within  your- 

3  For  this  is  he  that  was  spoken  selves.  We  have  Abraham  to  our 
of  by  the  prophet  Esaias,  saying,  I  father:  for  I  say  unto  you,  that  God 
The'voice  of  one  crying  in  the  wil-  I  is  able  of  these  stones  to  raise  up 
derness,  Prepare  ye  the  way  of  the  •  children  unto  Abraham. 

Lord,  uiake  his  paths  straight.  10  And   now   also  the  axe   is   laid 

4  And  the  same  John  had  his  rai-  '  unto  the  root  of  the  trees  :  therefore 
ment  of  camel's  hair,  and  a  leathern  j  every  tree  which  bringeth  not  forth 
girdle  about  his  loins  ;  and  his  meat  good  fruit  is  hewn  down,  and  cast 
was  locusts  and  wild  honey.  I  into  the  fire. 

5  Then  went  out  to  him  Jerusalem,  11  I  indeed  baptize  you  with  water 
and  all  JuUea,  and  all  the  region  I  unto  repentance :  buthe  that  cometh 
round  about  Jordan,  I  after  me  is  mightier  than  I,  whose 

6  And  were  baptized  of  him  in  shoes  I  am  not  worthy  to  bear:  he 
Jordan,  co^ifessing  their  sins.  shall    baptize   you    with    the    Holy 

7  ^  But  when  he  saw  many  of  the     Ghost,  and  with  tire  : 

Pharisees  and  Sadducees  come  to  his       12  Whose  fan  ix  in  his  hand,  and  lie 

baptism,  he  said  unto  them,  O  gene-    will  thoroughly  purge  his  floor,  and 

3* 
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gather  his  wheat  into  the  garner ;  I  it  becometh  us  to  fulfil  all  righteons- 
but  he  will  burn  up  the  chatf  with  i  ness.     Then  he  suffered  him. 
tinquenchable  tire.  j    16  And  Jesus,  when   lie  was  bap- 

13  H  Then  cometh  Jesus  from  Gali-  j  tized,  went  up  straightway  out  of  the 
lee  to  Jordan  unto  John,  to  be  bap-  j  water:  and,  lo,  the  heavens  were 
tized  of  him.  opened  unto  him,  and  he  saw   the 

14  But  John  forbade  him,  saying.  Spirit  of  Odd  descending  like  a  dove, 
1  have  need  to  be  baptized  of  thee,     and  ligliting  upon  him: 

and  coniest  thou  to  me  ?  I     17  And    lo   a   voice   from   heaven, 

15  And  Jesus  answering  said  unto  saying.  This  is  my  beloved  Son,  ia 
him,  Suffer  it  to  be  so  now  :  for  thus  !  whom  I  am  well  pleased. 

1.  Who  came  in  those  days  ? 

What  is  meant  by  (hose  days?    (The  time  that  Jesus  dwelt  at 

Nazareth.) 
How  does  Luke  mention  the  time  more  particularly  ?— Luke  iii. 

Why  wa.s  John  called  the  Baptist .?— Mark  1.  4, 
Who  were  his  parents  ?— Luke  i.  13. 
Where  did  he  preach  ? 
What  is  preaching  ?    (Proclaiming,) 

What  is  meant  by  the  u-ildrrness  of  Judeaf  (The  thinly-settled 
country  alon,£f  the  Jordau.j 

2.  What  did  John  say? 

What  is  it  to  repent?    (To  be  sorry  for  and  forsake  our  sins.) 

Why  should  every  one  repent?— Rom.  iii.  23. 

What  is  the  sign  of  true  repentance  ?— 2  Cor.  vii.  10, 11. 

What  will  become  of  those  who  do  not  repent?— Luke  xiii.  3. 

Will  repentance  atone  for  sin?— Heb.  ix.  U'i. 

Can  you  think  of  any  reason  why  sinners  should  repent  of  their 
sins  before  they  are  forgiven? 

How  do  parents  act  towards  their  children  in  this  respect? 

Why  is  the  coming  of  Christ  spoken  of  in  this  way?  (Because 
in  this  way  the  prophets  had  predicted  his  coming.) 

What  is  here  meant  by  the  kingdom  of  heaven  ?  (The  gospel  dis- 
pensation.) 

What  is  meant  by  its  being  at  hand  ?    (Near.) 

Who  is  the  king  of  this  kingdom  ?— 1  Tim.  vi.  14, 15. 

What  sort  of  people  belong  to  it  ?— Isa.  Ix.  21. 

What  does  Daniel  say  about  Christ's  kingdom  ?— Dan.  vii.  14. 

Is  that  kingdom  now  set  up  in  the  world  ?— Luke  xvi.  16. 

Who  do  not  belong  to  it?— Rev.  xxi.  27. 

3.  What  prophet  had  spoken  of  John  ? 

By  what  name  is  Esaias  called  in  the  Old  Testament?    (Isaiah.) 
How  lon;^  before  John  did  Lsaiah  prophesy?    (About  seven 

hundred  yeans.) 
How  did  the  prophets  know  what  was  to  take  place  7— 2  Pet.  i. 

21. 
What  did  Isaiah  say  of  John  ? 
Where  is  this  passage  to  be  found  7— Isa.  xl.  R. 
Who  is  meant  by  the  I/jrd  of  whose  coming  John  gave  notice? 

(Our  Lord  Jesus  Christ.) 
How  did  John  prepare  the  %my  of  the  Lord  ?    (He  prepared  the 

people  to  receive  him.) 
How  did  he  make  hvs  paths  straight  ?    (He  instructed  them  in  the 

nature  of  his  kingdom,  aud  exhorted  them  to  repent.) 
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4.  Of  what  was  John's  clothing  made? 

What  are  camels  ?    (Large  animals,  much  used  for  travelling  in 

Asia  and  Africa.) 
How  could  their  hair  be  used  for  clothing  ?* 
How  was  his  dress  fastened  ? 
What  other  prophet  was  clothed  in  this  manner  ?— See  2  Kings 

i.  8. 
What  was  his  food  ? 

What  are  locmts  ?    (Insects  of  the  grasshopper  species.) 
Were  the  Jews  allowed  to  eat  locusts?— Lev.  xi.  '£i. 
Can  you  give  some  account  of  the  size  of  the  locusts  in  the  East, 

and  the  way  of  preparing  them  for  food  ?t 
W^hat  is  wild  honey  ?    (Honey  gathered  from  rocks  and  stumps 

of  trees.) 

5.  Who  went  to  John  ? 

Who  were  meant  by  Jerusalem  and  all  Judea  ?  (The  people  of 
Jerusalem  and  Judea.) 

Can  you  give  any  description  of  Jerusalem  ?  (Jerusalem  was  the 
capital  of  Judea,  situated  on  a  broad  and  elevated  promon- 
tory between  the  valley  of  Jehoshaphat  and  the  valley  of  Hin- 
nom.) 

What  was  Jordan?    (The  principal  river  of  Palestine.) 

Which  way  does  that  river  run  ?— (^Sjee  map.) 

Into  what  does  it  empty  ?    (The  Dead  Sea.) 

6.  What  was  done  to  these  people  ? 
What  did  tliev  confess  ? 

What  is  sin  ?— 1  John  iii.  4. 

7.  Who  came  to  be  baptized? 

Who  were  the  Pharisees?    (A  powerful  sect  among  the  Jews.) 

What  was  their  character?  (Proud,  haughty,  and  self-right- 
eous.) 

Who  were  the  Sadduce.es?  (A  wealthy  and  influential  sect  of 
the  Jews.) 

What  was  their  doctrine?— Matt.  xxii.  23. 

What  did  John  say  to  them? 

What  is  a  viper  ?    (A  venomous  serpent.) 

Why  did  John  compare  these  men  to  vipers?  '(Because of  their 
wickedness  and  malice.) 

What  is  the  wrath  to  come  ?— 2  Thess.  i.  9.  10. 

How  are  sinners  saved  from  the  wrath  to  come  ?— Rom.  v.  9. 

8.  What  did  .John  tell  them  to  do  ? 

What  is  meant  by  fruits  meet  for  repentance?    (Conduct  that  will 

show  sincerity.) 
How  can  it  be  seen  whether  repentance  is  sincere  or  not  ?— 2 

Cor.  vii.  11. 
If  a  man  says  he  repents,  but  does  not  stop  sinning,  is  that  true 

repentance  ?— Prov.  xxviii.  13. 


*  See  Biblical  Antiquities,  Part  1,  eh.  v.  §  1. 
t  Ibid.,  Part  1,  ch.  ii.  22. 
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If  a  person  is  truly  sorry  for  having  done  wrong,  will  he  wish  to 
do  it  again  ?— Job  xxxiv.  31,  32. 

9.  What  further  did  John  tell  them? 

Why  did  the  Jews  boast  that  Abraham  was  their  father?  (They 
thought  that  his  righteousness  conferred  honour  on  them.) 

Would  the  blessing  on  Abraham  do  the  Jews  any  good  unless 
they  were  like  him?— Jolin  viii.  39. 

Who  are  said  to  be  the  true  children  of  Abraham  ?— Gal.  iii.  29. 

Will  you  be  saved  because  your  parents  are  pious,  if  you  do  not 
yourself  serve  God  ? 

10.  What  else  did  John  say? 

What  did  he  mean  by  the  trees  ?  '(The  people.) 

What  dirt  he  mean  by  the  axe  being  laid  at  the  root?    (Men 

would  be  judged  by  their  real  characters.) 
What  wjis  to  be  done? 
What  is  represented  by  a  tree  thatbringeth  not  forth  good  fruit? 

(A  wicked  person.) 
Is  it  enough  if  we  keep  only  from,  bringing  forth  bad  fruit?— 

Luke  xiii.  6-9. 
What  kind  of  fruit  naturally  comes  from  the  heart  of  man  ?— 

Mark  vii.  21-23. 
What  is  done  with  trees  that  are  of  no  good  use  in  the  ground? 
Wliat  will  be  done  with  sinners  that  only  do  evil  ?— See  Matt. 

XXV.  41. 

11.  With  what  did  John  baptize? 

What  did  he  say  about  him  that  was  to  come  after 
him? 

What  sort  of  shoes  were  worn  then  ?    (Sandals.) 

What  did  John   mean  by  this  expression?    (That  he  was  not 

worthy  to  perform  the  lowest  service  for  Christ.) 
With  wiiat  was  he  to  baptize? 

Whom  did  he  mean  by  he  that  comrth  after  me .?    (Jesus  Christ.) 
What  is  the  difference  between  these  kinds  of  baptism  ?    (John's 

baptism  was  outward,  Christ's  reaches  and  renews  the  heart.) 

13.  What  did  John  say  was  in  his  hand  ? 

What  is  a,  fan?    (A  winnowing  instrument.) 

What  would  he  do  with  it  ? 

Can  you  explain  that  ?    (He  will  purify  his  church.) 

Where  would  he  gather  his  wheat? 

What  would  he  do  with  the  chaff? 

What  did  John  mean  by  representing  the  Lord  as  about  to  .sepa- 
rate the  wheat  from  the  chaff?  (He  would  separate  the  right- 
eous from  the  wicked.) 

Wliat  is  a  garner?    (A  place  where  grain  is  stored.) 

Who  are  meant  by  the  luheat  ?    (The  people  of  God.) 

What  is  meant  by  his  gathering  it  into  his  garner?  (He  would 
keep  them  in  safety.) 

Who  are  meant  by  the  chaff?    (The  wicked.) 

What  is  unqnenehahle  fire?    (Everlasting  fire.) 

Kepeat  Matt.  xiii.  38-12  and  49,  50. 

13.  Who  came  to  John  ? 
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In  what  direction  did  he  come  ?    (South.) 
Where  was  John  ?— Jolin  i.  28. 
Why  did  he  come  to  John  ? 

14.  What  did  John  do  and  say? 

What  did  he  mean  ?    (That  he,  a  sinner,  was  unworthy  to  admi- 
nister baptism  to  the  Messiah.) 

15.  How  did  Jesus  answer  him  ? 

Why  did  he  wish  to  be  baptized  ?    (He  thus  publicly  acknow- 
ledged John's  mission.) 
Did  John  grant  his  request? 

16.  What  took  place  after  Jesus  had  been  baptized  ? 
What  was  seen  ? 

What  was  Jesus  Christ  doing  when  this  took  place?— Luke  iii. 


In  what  shape  did  the  Spirit  of  God  descend  upon  him^ 
iii.  22. 


-Luke 


17.  What  was  heard  ? 

Whose  voice  was  this  ?    (God  the  Father's.) 

How  were  the  Father,  Son,  and  Holy  Spirit  manifested  at  thi.s 

scene?    (The  Father  spoke,  the  Son  was  baptized,  and  the  Holy 

Spirit  descended  on  the  Son.) 


LESSON  IX. 


Temptation  of  CJirist. 

What  was  the  subject  of  the  last  lesson  ? 
How  old  was  Jesus  Christ  at  the  time  of  his  baptism  ? 
Is  there  any  account  of  his  life  from  the  age  of  twelve  to  his 
baptism  ? 

Matt.  iv.  1-11. 


1  Then  was  Jesus  led  up  of  the 
Spirit  into  the  wilderness  to  be 
tempted  of  the  devil. 

2  And  when  he  had  fasted  forty 
days  and  forty  nights,  he  was  after- 
ward ahungered. 

3  And  when  the  tempter  came  to 
him,  he  said,  If  thou  be  the  Son  of 
God,  command  that  these  stones  be 
made  bread. 

4  But  he  answered  and  said.  It 
is  written,  Man  shall  not  live  by 
bread  alone,  but  by  every  word  that 
proceedeth  out  of  the  mouth  of 
God. 


5  Then  the  devil  taketh  him  up 
into  the  holy  city,  and  setteth  hint 
on  a  pinnacle  of  the  temple, 

6  And  saith  unto  him.  If  thou  be 
the  Son  of  God,  cast  thyself  down  : 
for  it  is  written,  He  shall  give  his 
angels  charge  concerning  thee  :  and 
in  their  hands  they  shall  bear  thee 
up,  lest  at  any  time  thou  dash  thy 
foot  against  a  stone. 

7  Jesus  said  unto  him.  It  is  writ- 
ten again.  Thou  shalt  not  tempt  the 
Lord  thv  God. 

8  Again,  the  devil  taketh  liim  up 
into  an  exceeding  high  mountain, 
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and  sheweth  him  all  the  kingdoms  i  thee  hence,  Satan:  for  it  is  written, 
of  the  world,  and  the  glory  of  them  ;' Thou  shalt  worship  the   Lord  thy 

9  And  saith  unto  him.  All  these  God,  and  him  only  shalt  thou  serve, 
things  will  1  giv  thee,  if  thou  wilt  11  Then  the  de'vil  leaveth  him, 
fall  down  and  worship  me.  i  and,  behold,  angels  came  and  minia- 

10  Then  saith  Jesus  unto  him,  Get  1  tered  unto  him. 

1.  Where  was  Jesus  led  immediately  after  his  bap- 
tism? 

By  whom  ? 

W'iio  is  meant  by  the  Spirit  ?  (The  third  person  of  the  Trinity.) 
How  had  the  Spirit  appeared  to  him  a  short  time  before  ?— Matt. 

iii.  16. 
What  was  to  take  place? 
What  is  it  to  be  tem}>trd  ? 
Who  is  the  devil  ?— Kev.  xii.  9. 
What  i.s  his  character?— John  viii.  44. 

How  does  he  tempt  men  ?    (By  suggesting  motives  to  evil.) 
AVhat  helps  him  to  tenijit  men  ?— !?ee  James  i.  14. 
What  should  you  do  wiien  he  tempts  you  ?— James  iv.  7. 
What  will  be  the  reward  of  those  who  resist  temptation  ?— James 

i.  12. 
Why  was  Jesus  tempted  by  the  devil  ?— Heb.  ii.  18  ;  iv.  15. 

2.  How  long  did  he  fast? 
What  then  ? 

What  is  it  to  fast  ?    (To  abstain  from  food.) 

Do  we  read  in  the  Bible  of  anv  others  who  fasted  forty  days  and 

forty  nights?— Deut.  ix.  9.  18;  1  Kings  xix.  8. 
Did  Jesus  fast  entirely  ?— See  Luke  iv.  2. 

3.  Who  came  to  him? 

Who  is  meant  by  the  tempter  ?    (The  devil.) 

What  did  the  tempter  say? 

Why  did  he  say  this  to  him  ?    (He  had  just  been  declared  to  be 

the  Son  of  God.  and,  if  so,  he  could  prove  it.) 
Why  would  it  have  been  wrong  for  Jesus  to  have  caused  the 

stones  to  become  bread  ?    (It  would  have  shown  distrust  of  his 

Father.) 
How  was  this  a  temptation  to  Christ  ?    (He  had  fasted  long,  and 

was  hungry.) 

4.  How  did  Jesns  answer  the  tempter? 

Where  is  that  written?— Deut.  viii.  3. 

Whose  w-ords  are  they  ?    (The  words  of  Moses.) 

What  was  Moses  speaking  of  when  he  said  this  ?    (Of  manna.) 

Upon  whom  does  man's  life  depend?— Acts  xvii.  2-5. 

Cannot  he  keep  life  in  you  without  food  ?    (God  gives  us  life.and 

can  sustain  it  in  any  wav  he  pleases.) 
Then  do  you  live  by  bread  alone  ?    (We  live  by  God's  blessing 

on  the  means  we  use.) 
Will  your  food  do  you  any  good  without  God's  blessing?    (No. 

Psalm  civ.  28,  29.) 
Did  Jesus  suffer  any  loss  by  refusing  to  turn  the  stones  to  bread? 

11th  verse. 
From  what  book  did  Jesus  answer  the  devil  ?    (The  Bible.) 
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When  you  are  tempted  by  him,  from  what  can  you  get  an  answer 

to  repel  him?    (The  word  ot  God.) 
Satan  began  his  temptation  of  the  Saviour  by  taking  advantage 

of  his  hunger ;  how  is  this  like  his  common  temptations  ?    (He 

often  tempts  us  through  our  circumstances.) 
When,  then,  should  we  be  most  on  our  guard  against  him  ?  (When 

we  are  suffering  under  any  trial.) 

5.  Where  did  the  devil  take  Jesus? 
Where  did  he  place  him? 

What  was  called  the  Holy  City  7    (Jerusalem.) 

Why  was  Jerusalem  called  so?    (The  temple  was  there.) 

What  was  the  temple?     (The  sacred  editice  where  the  Jews 

worshipped  God.) 
What  part  of  it  was  called  the  pinnacle?    (The  projecting  tower 

called  Solomon's  Porch.) 

6.  What  did  the  devil  say  to  him  ? 

Where  is  this  promise  of  God  written?— Ps.  xci.  11, 12. 

To  whom  is  this  promise  given  ?— Ps.  xci.  1. 

How  was  this  &  teuiptation  to  Christ?    (It  was  a  challenge  to 

prove  his  Sonship  bj^  an  act  of  presumption.) 
Who  are  the  angels  ?— Heb.  i.  14. 

7.  What  did  Jesus  say  to  the  tempter? 

Where  is  this  written  ?— Deut.  vi.  16. 
What  is  here  meant  by  the  word  tempt  ?    (To  try.) 
How  had  the  Israelites  tempted  the  Lord  at  Massah?— Ex. 
xvii.  7. 

8.  Where  did  the  devil  then  take  him  ? 

What  mountains  were  near  Jerusalem  ?    (The  Mount  of  Olives 

was  the  principal.) 
What  did  he  show  him  ? 
What  is  meant  by  showing  him  the  glory  of  the  kingdoms  ? 

(Their  wealth  and  splendour.) 

9.  What  did  he  say  to  him? 

To  whom  do  the  kingdoms  of  the  world  belong  ?— Ps.  xxiv.  1. 
Did  Satan  speak  the  truth  v/hen  he  promised  to  give  these 

things?— John  viii.  44. 
Does  not  Satan  often  successfully  tempt  men  by  the  riches  and 

glory  of  this  world?- 1  Tim.  vi.  9. 
What  will  become  of  those  who  prefer  the  gain  of  the  world  to 

the  service  of  God  ?— Mark  viii.  36. 
On  what  condition  did  the  tempter  make  this  offer? 

10.  What  did  Jesus  reply  ? 

Where  are  the  words  he  quoted  written  ?— Deut.  vi.  13. 

How  did  this  applj'  to  what  Satan  had  said?  (Satan  had  pro- 
posed to  Jesus  to  worship  him  instead  of  God.) 

Why  must  you  serve  God  only?— Matt.  vi.  24. 

How  are  you  exposed  to  temptation  to  serve  Satan  instead  of 
God  ?— James  iv.  4 ;  1  John  ii.  15, 16. 

11.  What  did  the  devil  do  then? 
Was  he  in  the  power  of  Christ  ?— Luke  ix.  1. 
"Who  tlien  came  to  him? 

What  is  the  meaning  of  ministered ?    (Supplied  his  wants.) 
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Is  it  right  to  place  ourselves  in  danger  unnecessarily  because 

God  can  preserve  us?— Psalm  xix.  13. 
Does  Satan  usually  suit  his  temptations  to  the  characters  of  those 

whom  he  tempts?— James  i.  14. 
What  preserves  the  Christian  from  his  malice  and  rage?— Horn. 

xvi.  20. 
Have  we  any  excuse  for  ever  yielding  to  temptation  ?— James 

iv.  7. 
How  far  will  God  suflFer  his  children  to  be  tempted  ?— 1  Cor.  x.  13. 


LESSON  X. 


TJie  Divinity  of  Christ. 


John  i.  1-14. 


1  In  the  beginning  was  the  Word, 
and  the  "Word  was  with  God,  and 
the  Word  was  God. 

2  The  same  was  in  the  beginning 
with  God. 

3  All  things  were  made  by  him  ; 
and  without  him  was  not  any  thing 
made  that  was  made. 

4  In  him  was  life ;  and  the  life  was 
the  light  of  men. 

5  And  the  light  shineth  in  dark- 
ness ;  and  the  darkness  compre- 
hended it  not. 

6  \  There  was  a  man  sent  from 
God,  whose  name  was  John. 

7  The  same  came  for  a  witness,  to 
bear  witness  of  the  Light,  that  all 
men  through  him  might  believe. 

8  He  was  not  that  Light,  but  teas 
sent  to  bear  witness  of  that  Liglit. 


9  That  was  the  true  Light,  •which 
lighteth  every  man  that  cometh  into 
tlie  world. 

10  He  was  in  the  world,  and  the 
world  was  made  bj'  him,  and  the 
world  knew  him  not. 

11  He  came  unto  his  own,  and  his 
own  received  him  not. 

12  But  as  many  as  received  him, 
to  them  gave  he  power  to  become  the 
sons  of  God,  even  to  them  that 
believe  on  his  name  : 

13  AVhich  were  born,  not  of  blood, 
nor  of  the  will  of  the  flesh,  nor  of 
the  will  of  man,  but  of  God. 

14  And  the  Word  was  made  flesh, 
and  dwelt  among  us,  and  we  beheld 
his  glory,  the  glory  as  of  the  only 
begotten  of  the  Father,  full  of  grace 
and  truth. 


Who  wrote  this  Gospel  ?    (John.) 

Was  he  John  the  Baptist  ?    (JS'o.) 

Who  was  the  father  of  this  John?— See  Mark  1. 19. 

What  was  his  emploj'ment?— Mark  i.  19 

Was  he  an  apostle?— See  Matt.  x.  2. 

Can  j-ou  tell  any  thing  else  about  him  ? 

What  was  his  object  in  writing  this  Gospel  ?— John  xx.  31. 

I.  How  does  this  Gospel  begin? 

Was  not  Christ  with  God  before  the  world  was  made  ?— See  John 
xvii.  5. 

What  is  meant  by  tli^e  bcgmning?    (Before  the  world  was  made.) 

Who  is  meant  by  tJie  Word  ?—iiee  ver.  14. 

Why,  do  you  suppose,  is  Christ  called  the  Word?  (He  is  the  me- 
dium by  which  God  communicates  his  will.) 
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"What  proof  have  you  in  this  verse  that  Christ  is  God  ?    (He  ex- 
isted from  eternity  as  the  equal  of  the  Father.) 

2.  What  is  said  in  this  verse  ? 
Who  is  meant  by  the  same  ?    (The  Word.) 

3.  What  was  made  by  liiin  ? 
What  is  said  in  Gen.  i.  1  ? 

What  does  the  Apostle  Paul  say  of  Christ?— Col.  i.  16. 

Who,  then,  must  the  Word,  or  Jesus  Christ,  be?    (God  the  Son.) 

4.  What  is  next  said  of  Christ? 

How  was  life  in  Christ  ?    (He  is  the  source  of  life.) 

What  was  the  life  ? 

What  does  this  mean  ?    (He  enlightens  and  saves  men.) 

Does  he  ever  call  himself  the  ii/e.''— John  xiv.  6. 

What  sort  of  life  does  he.give  to  nf;  men  ?    (Natural  life.) 

What  sort  of  life  does  he  give  to  those  who  love  and  serve  him? 

—John  X.  27.  28. 
What  is  eternal  life?    (Everlasting  life.) 
What  is  the  difference  between  the  eternal  state  of  those  who 

are  saved  and  of  those  who  are  lost?— Psalm  xvi.  11;  Matt. 

xiii.  41,  42. 
How  is  Christ  the  light  of  men  ?— Acts  xxvi.  18. 
What  has  Christ  said  on  this  subject?— Read  John  iii.  16-21. 

5.  Where  does  the  lisjht  shine? 

What  is  meant  by  the  light  shinuig  in  darkness?    (Jesus  came 

to  teach  an  ignorant  aiid  wicked  world.) 
Wliat  is  said  of  the  darliiiess  ? 
What  is  it  to  comprehend?    (It  means,  here,  to  receive.) 
What  is  meant  by  the  darkness  not  comprehending  the  light:— 

1  Cor.  ii.  14. 
Do  all  men  now  comprehend  the  light  of  the  gospel  ?— Matt. 

vii.  14. 

6.  Who  is  here  spoken  of? 
Whose  son  was  he?— Luke  i.  13. 

How  had  he  been  sent  from  God?    (He  was  divinely  commis- 
sioned,) 

7.  For  what  did  he  come  ? 
Of  what  did  he  bear  witness? 
For  what  purpose? 

What  is  it  to  bear  luitness ?    (To  give  testimony.) 

Who  was  the  Light  of  whom  John  bore  witness  ?— John  viii.  12. 

How  did  John  bear  witness  of  the  light  ?-r  John  i.  29. 

Have  we  still  his  witness  ?    ( Yes ;  in  the  Bible.) 

What  should  all  believe  ?— Acts  viii.  37. 

8.  What  is  said  of  John  ? 

Does  he  seem  to  have  been  taken  by  some  for  Christ  ?— See  Luke 

iii.  15. 
For  what  was  he  sent  ? 
From  whence  did  John  get  his  knowledge?— John  iii.  27. 

9.  What  is  said  about  the  true  light  ? 
Who  is  the  true  light?    (Jesuii  Christ.) 
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Will  any  other  light  lead  men  to  heaven  ?    (No.) 

10.  Where  was  Christ? 
What  was  made  by  him  ? 
Did  the  world  know  him  ? 

Why  did  not  the  world  know  him?— Matt.  xiii.  15. 
What  is  it  to  know  Clirist  aright  ?— Eph.  iii.  17-19. 
Who  can  teach  you  to  know  Christ  aright  ?— John  xiv.  26. 

11.  To  whom  did  he  come? 

Who  are  meant  by  his  own  ?    (The  Jews.) 

Why  were  tlie  Jews  e.specially  called  his  own  ?— Eom.  ix.  4,  5. 

Did  they  receive  him? 

How  did  they  treat  him  while  on  earth  ?— Acts  ii.  23. 

Who  are  now  called  his  own  ?    (Those  who  believe  in  him.) 

Do  you  not  receive  the  light  of  his  word  ? 

Wliat,  then,  is  your  duty  ? 

How  is  Christ  treated  by  many  now?    (He  is  rejected.) 

12.  Did  any  receive  him  ' 
What  did  he  give  them  ? 

What  is  it  to  receive  Christ  ?    (To  believe  on  him.) 

What  is  it  to  become  t/ie  sons  of  God  ^    (Children  of  God  by 

adoption.) 
What  does  John  say  about  the  sons  of  God  in  1  John  iii.  1,  2? 
How  maj'  you  know  the  children  of  God  ?— 1  John  iL  5,  6. 
To  whom  are  they  like?— 1  Pet.  ii.  21. 
What  is  it  to  believe  on  the  name  of  Christ?   (To  believe  in  Christ 

as  our  Saviour.) 
Will  Christ  still  do  this?— Heb.  xiii.  8. 

13.  How  are  the  children  of  God  described  ? 

What  is  meant  by  their  being  born  of  God  i    (Being  regenerated 

or  converted.) 
Can  any  human  being  renew  the  heart  ?— Prov.  xx.  9 ;  Titus 

iii.  5. 
What  did  Christ  declare  ?— John  iii.  3. 

14.  What  is  here  said  of  the  Word  ? 

How  did  the  Word  become  flesh  ?    (By  taking  to  himself  a 

human  body.) 
Among  whom  did  he  dwell? 

How  long  did  he  dwell  on  earth  ?    (About  thirty-three  years.) 
What  did  they  behold? 
How  was  the  glory  of  Christ  seen?    (In  his  life,  his  teachings, 

his  resurrection  and  ascension.) 
How  does  the  Apostle  Paul  speak  of  Christ  being  made  flesh?— 

Phil.  ii.  6-8. 
Why  was  Christ  made  flesh  ?— Heb.  ii.  14. 
Of  what  was  the  Word  full  ? 
How  was  Christ  full  of  firace  ? 
How  was  he  full  of  truth  ? 
To  whom  must  sinners  go  for  grace  and  wisdom  and  every  good  , 

thing  ?— James  i.  5, 17. 
Are  you  excusable  if  you  have  not  these  things  ? 
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Testimony  of  tTohti  the  Baptist. 

What  is  said  of  Jesus  Christ  in  the  first  part  of  this  chapter? 
Whiit  is  said  of  John  the  Baptist  ? 

John  i.  15-34. 


15  IT  John  bare  witness  of  him,  and 
cried,  saying.  This  was  he  of  whom 
I  spake,  He  that  cometh  after  me  is 
preferred  before  me;  for  he  was  be- 
fore me. 

16  And  of  his  fulness  have  all  we 
received,  and  grace  for  grace. 

17  For  the  law  was  given  bv  Moses, 
hut  grace  and  truth  came  by  Jesus 
Christ. 

18  No  man  hath  seen  God  at  any 
time;  the  only  begotten  Sou,  which 
is  in  the  bosom  of  the  Father,  he 
hath  declared  him. 

19  If  And  this  is  the  record  of  John, 
when  the  Jews  sent  priests  and 
X.evites  from  Jerusalem  to  ask  him. 
Who  art  thou  ? 

20  And  he  confessed,  and  denied 
not;  but  confessed,  1  am  not  the 
Christ. 

21  And  they  asked  him,  "\\'Tiat  then? 
Art  thou  Elias?  And  he  saith,  I  am 
not.  Art  thou  that  Prophet  ?  And 
he  answered,  No. 

22  Then  said  they  unto  him.  Who 
art  thou  ?  that  we  may  give  an 
answer  to  them  that  sent  us.  What 
8a3-est  thou  of  thyself? 

23  He  said,  I  am  the  voice  of  one 
crying  in  the  wilderness.  Make 
straight  the  way  of  the  Lord,  as 
said  the  prophet  Esaias. 

24  And  they  which  were  sent  were 
of  the  Pharisees. 

25  And  they  asked  him,  and  said 

15.  What  did  John  declare? 

When  had  he  said  this  ?— See  Matt.  iii.  11. 

Who  was  born  first.  Christ  or  John '?    (John.) 

How,  then,  was  Christ  before  John  ?  (He  had  existed  from  eter- 
nity.) 

Why  was  he  preferred  before  him  ?  (He  was  more  worthy  of 
honour.) 

What  did  John  afterwards  say  of  Christ  ?— John  iii.  30. 

16.  What  is  said  of  Christ  in  tliis  verse? 
Who  are  meant  by  ive  in  this  verse  ?    (Christians.) 


unto  him,  Why  baptizest  thou  then, 
if  thou  be  not  that  Christ,  nor  Elias, 
neither  that  Prophet  ? 

26  John  answered  them,  saying, 
I  baptize  with  water:  but  there 
staudeth  one  among  you,  whom  yo 
know  not; 

27  He  it  is.  who  coming  after  me 
is  preferred  before  me,  whose  shoe's 
latchet  I  am  not  worthy  to  unloose. 

28  These  things  were  d"one  in  Betha- 
hara  beyond  Jordan,  where  John  M'as 
baptizing. 

29  1[  The  next  day  John  seeth 
Jesns  coming  unto  him,  and  saith, 
BehoM  the  Lamb  of  God,  which 
taketh  awav  the  sin  of  the  world  ! 

30  This  is'he  of  whom  I  said.  After 
me  Cometh  a  man  which  is  preferred 
before  me  ;  for  he  was  before  me. 

31  And  I  knew  him  not:  but  that 
he  should  be  made  manifest  to  Is- 
rael, therefore  am  I  come  baptizing 
with  water. 

32  And  John  bare  record,  saying,  I 
saw  the  Spirit  descending  from 
heaven  like  a  dove,  and  it  abode 
upon  him. 

33  And  I  knew  him  not :  but  he  that 
sent  me  to  baptize  with  water,  the 
same  said  unto  me.  IT]>on  whom  thou 
shalt  see  the  Spirit  descending,  and 
remaining  on  him,  the  same  is  he 
which  baptizeth  with  the  Holy  Ghost. 

3i  And  I  saw, and  bare  record  that 
this  is  the  Son  of  God. 


40  HISTORY    OF 


Are  these  the  words  of  John  the  Evangelist,  or  John  the  Bap- 
tist ?    (John  the  Evangelist.) 

What  is  meant  by  fiL^  fulnes/i  f—Xer.  14. 

What  did  the  apostle  pray  that  the  Ephesian  Christians  might 
have?— Eph.  iii.  16-19. 

Is  there  the  same  fulness  of  grace  and  truth  in  Christ  now  ?— 
Col.  ii.  9. 

How  may  it  be  obtained  ?  (Through  faith  in  Jesus  Christ.) 

17.  By  whom  was  the  law  given? 

What  is  here  meant  by  the  law  ?    (The  Mosaic  law.) 

Who  was  Moses  ?    (The  great  leader  and  legislator  of  the  Jews.) 

Who  gave  the  law  to  Moses  ?    (God.) 

What  did  Christ  bring? 

How  did  he  bring  grace  and  truth  ?  (He  brought  the  gospel  dis- 
pensation.) 

What  is  the  difference  in  this  respect  between  the  law  and  the 
gospel  ?  (The  law  threatens  punishment  to  the  transgressor, 
the  gospel  promises  mercy  to  the  penitent.) 

Did  Christ  destroy  the  law?— Matt.  v.  17,  18. 

Has  any  one  ever  kept  all  God's  law  ?— Rom.  iii.  23. 

What  is  written  of  those  who  do  not  keep  it?— Gal.  iii.  10. 

How,  then,  can  any  one  be  saved?— Gal.  iii.  13. 

Who  will  be  saved  by  the  grace  of  Christ  ?— John  iii.  15. 

18.  What  is  said  in  this  verse? 

Did  Moses  never  see  God  ?  (He  had  seen  manifestations  of  his 
presence.) 

What  has  Christ  done? 

What  is  meant  by  the  expression  that  Christ  is  in  the  bosom  of 
the  Father?— Compare  Luke  .\vi.  22,  John  xiii.  23. 

How  has  he  declared  the  Father  ?    (He  has  fully  revealed  him.) 

Why  was  Christ  the  best  able  to  declare  tbe  Father?— Col.  ii.  9. 

Should  we  know  anv  thing  clearly  of  God's  will  without  the  gos- 
pel?—Matt,  xiii.  16,  17. 

Ought  you  not,  then,  to  be  very  diligent  in  searching  it,  to  know 
what  Christ  has  declared  •?— John  v.  39. 

19.  Wliat  did  the  Jews  do  ? 

Who  were  the  Levites?  (The  descendants  of  Levi,  except  the 
family  of  Aaron.  They  assisted  the  priests  in  the  services  of 
the  temple.) 

Who  were  tlie  priests  ?    (Descendants  of  Aaron.)* 

20.  What  did  John  say  to  them  ? 

Why  were  the  Jews  anxious  to  know  who  John  was?  (They 
wished  to  know  whether  he  was  the  Messiali.) 

Wliy  did  they  expect  Christ  at  that  time  ?  (From  the  preachings 
of  the  prophets,  Daniel  especially.) 

21.  What  did  they  ask  him? 
What  answer  did  he  give? 
Who  is  meant  bv  Mia.,  ?    (Elijah.) 

Did  the  Jews  expect  that  Elijah  himself  would  come  ?    (Yes.) 
Why  did  they  expect  him  ?— See  Mai.  iv.  5. 

Was  John  meant  by  that  prophecy  ?— Matt.  xvii.  12;  Luke  i.  17. 
What  Propliet  did  they  mean?— See  Matt.  xvi.  14,  and  Deut. 
xviii.  15. 
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22.  What  did  they  then  ask  him  ? 

23.  What  did  John  say  he  was  ? 

Whose  words  did  John  quote?— Isa.  xl.  3. 

24.  Who  were  those  that  were  sent  ? 

Can  you  tell  any  thing  about  the  Pharisees  ?  (The  name  means 
to  separate :  they  claimed  it  because  they  pretended  to  great 
sanctity.) 

25.  What  did  they  ask  him  ? 

26.  What  did  John  answer? 

Whom  did  he  mean  ?    (Christ.) 

27.  What  more  did  he  say  of  Christ  ? 

AVhat  did  John  mean  by  this'  expression  ?  (That  he  was  un- 
worthy to  render  any  service  to  Jesus.) 

Why  was  John  so  inferior  to  Christ  ?  (John  was  a  man ;  Christ 
w^as  God  manifest  in  the  tlesh.) 

28.  Where  were  these  things  done? 

Which  side  of  Jordan  is  meant  by  beyond  Jordan?    (The  east.) 
What  was  John  doing  tliere? 

29.  What  took  place  the  next  day  ? 
What  did  John  say? 

Why  is  Jesus  called  the  Lamb  of  God  ?    (He  was  that  sacrifice  for 

sin  which  thedailyofferingofa  lambin  th©  temple  prefigured.) 
Why  did  the  Jews  offer  sacritices  ?— Lev.  i.  4. 
Did  the  blood  of  animals  take  away  sin  ?— Ueb.  x.  4. 
Of  what  was  it  a  sign?— Heb.  ix.  13.  14. 
How  does  Christ  take  awa3-  sin?— Heb.  ix.  26. 
"What  is  the  only  way  in  which  God  pardons  sin  ?— Romans  iii. 

24,^5. 
May  any  one  look  for  pardon  in  any  other  way  ?— Acts  iv.  12. 
Did  Christ  come  to  take  away  the  sins  of  the  Gentiles,  as  well  as 

of  the  Jews  ?— Rom.  ix.  24. 
If  you  would  have  your  sins  taken  away  by  Christ,  what  must 

you  do  ?— Acts  xvi.  31. 

30.  WIio  did  he  say  Jesus  was  ? 

Explain  that.  (This  Vv'as  the  Messiah  whose  coming  he  was 
sent  to  announce.) 

31.  What  further  is  said  in  this  verse? 
Had  John  ever  seen  Jesus  before?    (Probably  not.) 
What  is  it  to  make  manifeM^    (To  make  known.) 
Who  are  here  meant  bv  Israel  /    (The  Jews.) 

How  did  John's  baptizing  manifest  Christ  to  Israel?    (It  was 
■  then  that  the  descent  of  the  Holy  Ghost  made  him  known  as 

the  Messiah.) 
Did  John  wish,  by  his  baptism  and  ministry,  to  exalt  himself,  or 

Christ?    (Jesus' Christ.) 

32.  What  was  Jolm's  record? 

"WTiat  is  the  meaning  of  record  ?    (Testimony.) 
Wlien  did  this  take  place  ?— Matt.  iii.  16. 

S3.  How  did  John  know  Jesus  ? 
4« 
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34.  "WTiat  does  John  say  in  this  verse  ? 

What  did  he  see?    (The  Spirit  descending  and  remaining  on 

Christ.) 
What  did  it  prove  ? 

What  greater  witness  is  there  than  John's  ?— See  John  v.  36. 
How  ought  you  to  receive  this  record  ?    (With  implicit  faith.) 
What  is  said  of  those  who  do  not  receive  it  ?— 1  John  v.  10. 
Does  faith  in  Christ  mean  nothing  more  than  believing  that  he 

is  the  Messiah  ?    (It  is  receiving  and  resting  upon  him  alone 

for  salvation.) 
Do  those  who  reject  Christ  deserve  greater  punishment  than 

those  who  sinned  under  the  law  of  Moses  ?— Heb.  x.  28,  29. 


LESSON  XII. 


Calling  of  Disciples. 

How  does  this  chapter  begin  ? 

How  does  it  speak  of  Jesus  as  the  Creator  ? 

How  had  his  coming  in  human  form  been  foretold? 

Who  announced  his  coming? 

How  did  John  know  Jesus? 

How  did  he  announce  him  when  he  first  saw  him  ? 


John  i.  35-51. 


3.")  \  Again  the  next  day  after, 
John  stood,  and  two  of  his  disciples; 

3G  And  looking  ujion  Jesus  as  he 
'walked,  he  saith.  Behold  the  Lamb 
of  God  ! 

37  And  the  two  disciples  heard  him 
speak,  and  they  followed  Jesus. 

38  Then  Jesus  turned,  and  saw  them 
following,  and  saith  unto  them, 
"SVhat  seek  ye  ?  They  said  unto  him. 
Rabbi,  (which  is  to  say,  being  in- 
terpreted, Master,)  where  dwellest 
thou  ? 

39  He  saith  unto  them,  Come  and 
see.  They  came  and  saw  where  he 
dwelt,  and  abode  with  him  that  day  : 
fur  it  was  about  the  tenth  hour. 

40  One  of  the  two  which  heard 
John  speak,  and  followed  him,  was 
Andrew,  Simon  Peter's  brother. 

■11  He  first  findeth  his  own  brother 
Simon,  and  saith  unto  him,  We 
liave  found  the  Messias,  which  is, 
being  interpreted,  the  Christ. 


42  And  he  brought  him  to  Jesus. 
And  when  Jesus  beheld  him,  he  said. 
Thou  art  Simon  the  son  of  Jona: 
thou  shalt  be  called  Cephas,  which 
is  by  interpretation,  A  stone. 

43  ^  The  day  following  Jesus  would 
go  forth  into  Galilee,  and  findeth 
Philip,  and  saith  unto  him,  Follow 
me. 

44  Now  Philip  was  of  Bethsaida, 
the  city  of  Andrew  and  Peter. 

4.5  Philip  tindeth  Nathanael,  and 
saith  unto  him.  We  have  found  him 
of  whom  Moses  in  the  law,  and  the 
prophets,  did  write,  Jesus  of  Naza- 
reth, the  son  of  Joseph. 

46  And  Nathanael  saith  unto  him. 
Can  there  any  good  thing  come  out 
of  Nazareth  ?  Philip  saith  unto  him. 
Come  and  see. 

47  Jesus  saw  Nathanael  coming  to 
him,  and  saith  of  him.  Behold  an 
Israelite  indeed,  in  whom  is  no  guile ! 

48  Nathanael    saith    unto     him. 
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Whence  knowest  thou  me  ?   Jesus  |  him,  Because  I  said  unto  thee,  I  saw 


answered  and  said  unto  him.  Before 
that  Philip  called  thee,  when  thou 
wast  under  the  fig  tree,  I  saw  thee. 

4i)  Nathauael  answered  and  saith 
unto  him,  Rabbi,  thou  art  the  Sun 
of  God;  thou  art  the  King  of  Is- 
rael. 

50  Jesus  answered  and  said  unto 


thee  under  the  tig  tree,  believest 
thou  ?  thou  shalt  see  greater  things 
than  these. 

51  And  he  said  unto  him,  Verily, 
verily,  I  say  unto  you,  Hereafter  j'e 
shall  see  heaven  open,  and  the 
angels  of  God  ascending  and  de- 
scending upon  the  Son  of  man. 


35.  What  took  place  the  next  day? 

What  are  disciples?    (Those  wlio  receive  instruction.) 
Who  was  one  of  these  ?— See  verse  40. 

36.  On  whom  did  he  look  ? 
What  did  he  say? 

What  did  you  learn  in  the  last  lesson  about  Jesus  as  the  Lamb 
of  God ?    (That  he  takes  away  the  sin  of  the  world.) 

What  is  said  of  the  Lamb  in  Itev.  v.  11-14? 

How  should  sinners  behold  the  Lamb  of  God?  (By  faith  in  hia 
atonement.) 

37.  Who  heard  John  speak? 
What  did  they  do  ? 

Why  did  they  follow  him  ? 

38.  What  did  Jesus  say  to  them? 
What  did  they  answer  ? 

What  is  the  meaning  of  Rabhi  ? 

Who  were  called  Rabbis  among  the  Jews  ?    (Teachers  of  the 

law.) 
What  is  the  meaning  of  interpreted  ?    (Translated,  explained.) 

39.  What  did  he  say  to  them? 
What  did  they  then  do? 

How  long  did  they  abide  with  him  ? 

What  hour  was  it? 

How  did  the  Jews  divide  their  time?    (Into  twelve  equal  parts, 

beginning  at  six  o'clock.) 
What  o'clock  was  their  tenth  hour  ?    (Four  o'clock  p.m.) 

40.  Who  was  one  of  these  followers  ? 

41.  What  did  Andrew  do  immediately? 
What  did  he  say  to  his  brother? 

What   is   the    meaning   of   the   names    Christ    and   Messias? 

(Anointed.) 
Why  was  Jesus  called  the  Anointed  ?    (He  is  the  Prophet,  Priest, 

and  King  of  his  people-  and  among  the  Jews  these  were  all 

consecrated  by  anointing.) 
In  what  part  of  the  Old  Testament  is  he  called   Messiah,  or 

Messias  ?— Dan.  ix.  25,  2(5. 

42.  Was  Andrew  satisfied  with  merely  telling  this 
to  his  brother  ? 

What  did  Jesus  say  to  Simon? 
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What  new  name  did  he  give  him  ? 

What  does  Mark  say  ?— Mark  iii.  16. 

How  do  you  explain  this?  (Cephas  and  Peter  both  mean  a 
rock.) 

By  wliich  name  is  he  most  commonly  called  ?    (Peter.) 

Why  did  Christ  give  him  this  name?  (It  described  his  charac- 
teristic energy  and  firmness.) 

What  did  Peter  and  Andrew  ijecome  ?— Matt.  x.  2. 

How  did  the  Lord  call  them  about  that  time?— Matt.  iv.  18-20. 

Where  was  Jesus  at  this  time  ?— Ver.  28. 

43.  Where  did  Jesus  tlien  wisli  to  go  ? 
In  what  direction  is  Galilee  Irom  Judea  ?    (North.) 
Whom  did  he  rind? 

What  did  he  say  to  liim  ? 

How  can  wc  lollow'christ?— I  Pet.  ii.  21. 

44.  To  what  city  did  Philip  belong? 

Where  is  Bethsaida?    (On  the  west  of  Jordan,  near  the  Sea  of 

Tiberias.) 
Who  else  lived  there  ? 

45.  What  did  Philip  do? 
What  did  he  say  to  him? 

What  had  Moses  written  about  Christ?— Gen.  iii.  15,  xlix.  10; 

Deut.  xviii.  18. 
Can  you  repeat  any  passages  in  the  prophets  where  Christ  is 

mentioned  ?—Isa.  vii.  14,  xi.  1-5.  liii.l,&c. ;  Jer.  xxiii.  5,xxxiiL 

15,  16 ;  Dan.  ix.  25,  2(1 ;  Mic.  v.  2  :  Zech.  ix.  9,  &c. 
Did  Christ  ever  say  that  Moses  and  the  prophets  spoke  of  him? 

—Luke  xxiv.  27 ;  John  v.  39. 
Why  was  he  called  Jesus  of  Nazareth  ?    (He  lived  in  Nazareth.) 
Was  he  really  the  son  of  Joseph  ?    (.No.) 

Wh5'  was  he  called  so  ?    (He  was  commonly  supposed  to  be  .so.) 
What  example  does  the  conduct  of  Andrew  and  Philip  in  telling 

their  relations  and  friends  of  the  Saviour  give  to  Christians  ? 

46.  What  did  Nathanael  say  ? 

Why  did  Nathanael  ask  such  a  question  ?    (Nazareth  was  a  re- 
sort of  bad  people.) 
What  did  Philip  say? 

47.  What  did  Jesus  say  about  Nathanael  ? 

What  did  Jesus  mean  by  calling  him  an  Israelite  «idced?    (He 

had  the  piety  of  a  true  Israelite.) 
What  is  meant  by  there  being  in  him  no  guile  ?    (No  deceit.) 
How  did  Christ  know  that  there  was  no  guile  in  Nathanael?— 

Heb.  iv.  12.  13 ;  Rev.  ii.  23. 
Who  may  be  called  ChriMians indeed? 
Are  all  who  are  called  Christians  true  Christians  ?— Matt.  xiii. 

24-30. 
Who  knows  their  real  character  ?— 1  Chron.  xxviii.  9. 

48.  What  did  Nathanael  say  to  Jesus? 
What  did  Jesus  answer? 

How  does  this  prove  that  Christ  knows  the  heart  ?  (Nathanael's 
conscience  testified  that  Jesus  knew  his  heart.) 
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How  does  it  prove  that  he  knew  what  took  place,  although  he 
was  not  there  himself?  (He  was  not  present  with  Nathanael, 
but  he  saw  him.) 

49.  Did  it  convince  Xathanael  ? 

50.  What  did  Jesus  say  to  him  ? 

51.  What  did  Jesus  say  was  to  be  one  of  these 
things  ? 


What  is  meant  by  verily,  verily  J 
certainty.) 


(It  expresses  importance  and 
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Clirist's  First  Miracle — He  Cleanses  the  Temple, 

Whkre  was  Christ  at  the  close  of  the  first  chapter  ? 
Whom  did  he  talk  with  ? 

Is  there  any  reason  for  supposing  that  Nathanael  and  the  Apostle 
Bartholomew  were  the  same  person  ?* 


John  ii.  1-22. 


1  And  the  third  day  there  was  a 
marriage  in  Cana  of  Galilee:  and 
the  mother  of  Jesus  was  there  : 

2  And  hnth  Jesus  was  called,  and 
his  disciples,  to  the  marriage. 

.3  And  when  they  wanted  wine,  the 
mother  of  Jesus  said  uuto  him, 
They  have  no  wine. 

4  Jesus  saith  unto  her.  Woman, 
what  have  I  to  do  with  thee  ?  mine 
hour  is  not  yet  come. 

5  His  mother  saith  unto  the  ser- 
vants, Whatsoever  he  saith  unto  you, 
do  it. 

6  And  there  were  set  there  six  wa- 
ter-pots of  stone,  after  the  manner  of 
the  purifying  of  the  Jews,  contain- 
ing two  or  three  firkins  apiece. 

7  Jesus  saitli  unto  them,  Fill  the 
water-pots  with  water.  And  they 
filled  them  up  to  the  hrim. 

8  And  lie  saith  unto  them.  Draw  out 
now,  and  bear  unto  the  governor  of 
the  feast.     And  they  bare  it. 

9  When  the  ruler"of  the  feast  had 
tasted  the  water  that  was  made  wine, 
and  knew  not  whence  it  was,  (but 
the  servants  which  drew  the  water 


knew,)  the  governor  of  the  feast 
called  the  bridegroom, 

10  And  saith  unto  him.  Every  man 
at  the  beginning  doth  set  forth  good 
wine :  and  wlien  men  have  well 
drunk,  then  that  which  is  worse: 
hut  thou  hast  kept  the  good  wine 
until  now. 

11  This  beginning  of  miracles  did 
Jesus  in  Cana  of  Galilee,  and  mani- 
fested forth  his  glory ;  and  his  dis- 
ciples believed  on  him. 

12  \  After  this  he  went  down  to 
Capernaum,  he,  and  his  mother,  and 
his  brethren,  and  his  disciples;  and 
they  continued  there  not  many 
days. 

13  1  And  the  Jews'  passover  was 
at  hand,  and  Jesus  went  up  to  Jeru- 
salem, 

14  And  found  in  the  temple  those 
that  sold  oxen  and  sheep  and  doves, 
and  the  changers  of  money  sit- 
ting: 

15  And  when  he  had  made  a  scourge 
of  small  cords,  he  drove  them  all 
out  of  the  temple,  and  the  sheep, 
and  the  oxen;  and  poured  out  the 


See  Union  Bible  Dictionary. 
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changers'  money,  and  overthrew  the 
tables : 

16  And  said  unto  them  that  sold 
doves.  Take  these  things  hence ; 
make  not  my  Father's  house  a  house 
of  merchandise. 

17  And  his  disciples  remembered 
that  it  was  written.  The  zeal  of  thine 
house  hath  eaten  me  up. 

IS  H  Then  answered  the  Jews  and 
said  unto  him,  What  sign  shewest 


them,  Destroy  this  temple,  and  in 
three  days  I  will  raise  it  up. 

20  Then  said  the  Jews,  Forty  and 
six  years  was  this  temple  in  building, 
and  wilt  thou  rear  it  up  in  three 
days? 

21  But  he  spake  of  the  temple  of 
his  body. 

22  When  therefore  he  was  risen 
from  the  dead,  his  disciples  remem- 
bered  that  he   had   said   this  unto 


thou  unto  us,  seeing  that  thou  doest  i  them  ;  and  they  believed  the  Scrip- 
these  things  ?  ture,  and  the  word  which  Jesus  had 

19  Jesus  answered  and  said  unto  I  said. 

1.  What  took  place  on  the  third  day  after  these 
events  ? 

Where  was  Cana  ?    (About  six  miles  northeast  of  Nazareth.) 

Who  Avas  there  ? 

What  was  the  name  of  the  mother  of  Jesus  ?    (Mary.) 

2.  Who  were  invited  to  tlie  inarrias:e? 

Had  Jesus  many  disciples  at  this  time?    (He  had  Peter,  Andrew, 

Philip,  and  Nathanael.) 
In  what  part  of  the  day  were  marriages  usually  celebrated? 

(The  evening.) 
Do  vou  remember  the  solenan  parable  of  the  marriage  supper? 

—Matt.  xxii.  1-14. 

3.  What  did  they  want  at  this  marriage? 
What  did  the  inotlier  of  Jesus  say  ? 

4.  What  did  Jesus  say  to  his  mother? 

Wliat  did  his  question  mean  ?    (To  warn  her  against  impatience.) 
What  hour  had  not  come  ?    (The  proper  time  for  interposing.) 

5.  What  did  his  mother  say  to  the  servants  ? 

6.  What  were  placed  there? 
What  were  they  for  ? 

What  were  the  customs  of  the  Jews  as  to  purifying  themselves 
at  meals  ?— See  Mark  vii.  3. 

7.  What  did  Jesus  direct  to  be  done  ? 
What  did  they  do? 

8.  What  did  he  next  tell  them? 
Whatdid  they  do? 

Who  is  meant  by  the  governor  of  the  feast  ?    (The  person  who  had 
charge  of  the  entertainment.) 

9.  What  had  the  water  been  changed  into? 
Who  knew  how  it  had  been  done  ? 

How  did  they  know  it?    (They  had  filled  the  water-pots  and 

drawn  the  wine.) 
What  did  tlie  governor  of  the  feast  do? 

10.  What  did  he  say  of  the  wine? 
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11.  "What  is  this  miracle  called? 

What  is  a  miracle  ?   (An  effect  produced  by  supernatural  power.) 

What  made  this  a  miracle?    (No  human  power  could  have 

done  it.) 
Why  did  Christ  perform  miracles?    (To  show  that  he  was  sent 

from  God.) 
What  ett'ect  had  this  miracle? 
How  did  it  manifest  his  glory  ?    (It  showed  that  he  exercised 

divine  power.) 
What  etiect  had  it  on  his  disciples  ? 

13.  Where  did  Jesiis  go  after  this? 
Where  is  Capernaum  ?    (Oh  the  western  shore  of  the  Sea  of  Ti- 
berias.) 
Where  did  he  go  from  ?    (Cana.) 
Who  went  with  him  ? 
Does  brethren  always  mean  own  brothers  ?    (No.) 

13.  Where  did  he  then  go  ? 

In  what  direction  is  Jerusalem  from  Capernaum  ?    (Southwest.) 
Why  did  he  go  to  Jerusalem  ? 
What  was  the  passover  ?    (A  Jewish  feast :  see  Ex.  xii.) 
How  often  was  it  observed  ?    (Once  a  year.) 

14.  To  what  part  of  the  city  did  he  go? 
What  was  the  temple  ?    (The  sacred  edifice  at  Jerusalem.) 
Why  were  these  animals  brought  to  the  temple  ?    (To  be  sold  to 

those  who  offered  sacrifice.) 
Who  were  the  channers  of  mnney  ?    (Men  who  exchanged  foreign 
money  for  the  Jewish  currency.) 

15.  What  did  Jesus  do  ? 
What  is  a  scourge?    (A  whip.) . 

16.  What  did  he  say? 

Whom  did  he  mean  by  his  Father  ?    (God.)  "* 

What  is  a  house  of  merchandise?    (A  place  of  traffic.) 

,   What  did  this  act  teach  the  Jews  about  the  sacredness  of  the 
temple?— Luke  xix.  46. 

V  Why  was  it  sacred?— Ex.  xxix.  43;  1  Kings  viii.  11. 

17.  What  did  his  disciples  remember  ? 
Where  is  that  written  ?— Ps.  Ixix.  9. 

What  is  the  meaning  of  it  ?    (His  great  concern  was  for  the  pure 
worship  of  God.) 

18.  What  did  the  Jews  ask  for  ? 

What  did  they  mean  ?    (What  authority  could  he  show  them  ?) 
L  What  authority  had  Jesus  ?— John  xvii.  4. 

19.  What  did  Jesus  answer? 
What  did  he  mean  ?— See  ver.  21. 

20.  What  did  the  Jews  say  then  ? 

Did  they  understand  him?    (No ;  they  supposed  he  meant  the 
temple  at  Jerusalem.) 

21.  Of  what  temple  did  he  speak  ? 
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How  was  this  a  sign  to  the  Jews  ?  (Full  proof  that  Jesus  was  the 
Messiah  would  be  atTorded  by  the  accomplishment  of  this  pre- 
diction.) 

When  did  this  take  place  ?    (About  three  years  after  this  time.) 

22.  When  did  his  disciples  remember  this? 

Did  Christ  know  from  the  beginning  all  that  should  happen  to 

him?— Matt.  xvi.  21. 
What  do  you  think  will  become  of  those  that  have  these  proofs 

that  he  was  the  Son  of  God,  and  yet  do  not  repent  and  believe  ? 

—Luke  xiij,  3. 


LESSON  XIV. 


Christ's  Preaching  and  Miracles. 


Matthew  iv.  12-25. 


12  f  Now  when  Jesus  had  heard 
that  John  was  cast  into  prison,  he 
departed  into  Galilee; 

13  And  leaving  Nazareth,  he  came 
and  dwelt  in  Capernaum,  wiiioh  is 
upon  the  sea  coast,  in  the  borders  of 
Zebulon  and  Nephthalim : 

14  That  it  might  be  fulfilled  which 
was  spoken  by  Esaias  the  prophet, 
saying, 

15  The  land  of  Zebulon,  and  the 
land  of  Nephthalim,  by  the  way  of 
the  sea,  beyon^J  Jordan,  Galilee  of 
the  Gentiles  ; 

16  The  people  which  sat  in  dark- 
ness saw  great  light ;  and  to  them 
which  sat  in  the  region  and  shadow 
of  death  light  is  sprung  np. 

17  H  From  that  time  Jesus  began 
to  preach,  and  to  say.  Repent: 
for  the  kingdom  of  heaven  is  at 
hand. 

18  ^  And  Jesus,  walking  by  the  sea 
of  Galilee,  saw  two  brethren,  Simon 
called  Peter,  and  Andrew  his  bro- 
ther, casting  a  net  into  the  sea:  for 
they  were  fishers. 

19  And  he  saith  unto  them.  Follow 
me,  and  I  will  make  you  fishers  of 
men. 


20  And  they  straightway  left  their 
nets,  and  followed  him. 

21  And  going  on  from  thence,  he 
saw  other  two  brethren.  James  the 
son  of  Zebedee.  and  John  his  brother, 
in  a  ship  with  Zebedee  their  father, 
mending  their  nets;  and  ho  called 
them. 

22  And  they  immediately  left  the 
ship  and  their  father,  and  followed 
him. 

23  %  And  Jesus  went  about  all  Gali- 
lee, teaching  in  their  syn.agogues, 
and  preaching  the  gospel  of  the  king- 
dom, and  healing  all  manner  of 
sickness  and  all  manner  of  disease 
among  the  people. 

24  And  his  fame  went  throughout 
all  Syria:  and  they  brought  un- 
to him  all  sick  people  that  were 
taken  with  divers  diseases  and  tor- 
ments, and  those  which  were  pos- 
sessed with  devils,  and  those  which 
■were  lunatic,  and  those  that  had  the 
palsy;  and  he  healed  them. 

25  And  there  followed  him  great 
multitudes  of  people  from  Galilee, 
anil  from  Decapolis,  and/ro?n  Jeru- 
salem, and  from  Judea,  and  from 
beyond  Jordan. 


12.  What  did  Jesus  hear  about  John  ? 
What  John  was  this  ?    (John  the  Baptist.) 
Why  was  he  cast  into  prison  ?— Mark  vi.  17-19. 
Which  wa.s  Herod's  province  ?— S;.>e  Luke  iii.  1. 
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13.  Where  did  Jesus  go  ? 

What  course  is  Capernaum  from  Xazareth  ?    (Xortheast.) 
On  what  sea-coast  is  Capernaum  ?    (The  Sea  of  Tiberias.) 
What  are  meant  by  Zebulon  and  Kephthalim?    (Two  of  the 
tribes  of  Israel.) 

1-4.  What  propliecy  was  thus  fulfilled? 

15, 16.  What  was  the  propliecy? 

Where  is  that  prophecy  to  be  found  ?— Isa.  ix.  1,  2. 

What  was  called  Galilee  o/ ?Ae  Gentiles?    (Upper  Galilee.) 

What  is  meant  by  the  darkness  in  which  the  people  sat  ?  (Igno- 
rance and  sin.) 

Why  was  it  called  the  region  and  shadow  of  death?  (Because 
moral  death,  sin  and  woe,  reigned  there.) 

What  was  the  light  which  had  sprung  up  ?    (The  gospel.) 

What  countries  niav  now  be  said  to  be  in  the  region  and  shadow 
of  death  ?    (Heathen  lands.) 

What  shall  enlighten  them?— Acts  xiii.  47. 

How  are  they  to  get  the  gospel?— Rom.  x.  14,  lo. 

What  command  did  Christ  give  his  disciples  just  before  he  left 
them  ?— Marli  xvi.  15. 

What  are  we  bound  to  do  for  those  who  have  not  the  gospel  ? 
(To  send  the  gospel  to  them.) 

What  has  been  done  for  the  heathen  in  our  own  and  other  coun- 
tries ? 

Will  they  receive  the  gospel  ?— Psalm  cii.  1-5 :  Psalm  ii.  7,  8. 

How  can  children  help  to  send  the  gospel  to  those  who  are  sit- 
ting in  darkness  ? 

Are  there  not  some  sitting  in  darkness  who  have  the  gospel?— 
2  Cor.  iv.  ."5,  4. 

Where  is  the  great  source  of  all  the  light  that  men  need?— John 
viii.  12. 

How  must  Christians  show  this  light  ?— JIatt.  v.  14-16. 

17.  What  did  Jesus  then  bopin  to  do? 
What  is  preachlna  ?    (Proclaiming  the  gospel.) 
Where  did  he  often  preach  ?— Luke  iv.  15. 
What  did  he  i^reach  ? 

What  is  it  to  repent  ?    (To  be  sorry  for.  and  turn  from,  our  sins.) 
Why  should  sinners  repent  ?— Acts  iii.  I'J. 
What  motive  did  Christ  use? 

WTiat  did  he  mean  by  the  kingdom  of  heaven  ?    (The  reign  of 
_Messiah.) 
How  was  it  at  hand  f    (It  was  about  to  commence.) 
To  whom  must  this  command  be  still  preached  ?—Aots  xvii.  .30. 
How  is  this  stated  by  Mark  ?— INIark  i.  15. 
What  is  meant  by  believing  the  gospel?    (Believing  the  good 

tidings  it  brings.) 
Why  are  repentance  and  faith  required  of  sinners  ?    (They  are 

the  only  means  of  forgiveness.) 

18.  What  occurred  next? 

Where  was  the  Sea  of  Galilee  ?  (In  the  eastern  part  of  Galilee.) 
By  what  other  names  is  it  called?  (Sea  of  Geunesaret,  Sea 
of  Chinnereth,  and  Sea  of  Tiberias.) 

Whom  did  Christ  find  there? 

Had  he  seen  them  before?— John  i.  40-42. 
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What  were  these  men  doing? 
What  was  their  business  ? 

19.  What  did  Jesus  say  to  them  ? 

How  were  they  to  follow  him  ?    (They  were  to  leave  all  for 

Jesus.) 
How  did  they  become  flshers  of  vien  1    (Preachers  of  the  gospeL ) 

20.  What  did  they  do  when  Jesus  called  them  ? 
"Were  their  nets  of  any  value  to  them  ?    (They  were  their  means 

of  living.) 
What  should  you  learn  from  their  conduct  ?— Matt.  vi.  33;  Phil. 

iii.  8. 
In  what  manner  are  you  required  to  follow  Christ? 

21.  Whom  did  he  afterwards  see? 
Where  were  they  ? 

What  were  they  doing  ? 
What  did  Jesus  do  ? 

22.  What  did  they  immediately  do? 
What  do  vou  read  in  iviatt.  xix.  29  ? 

Does  that  mean  to  encourage  children  to  forsake  their  parents  ? 

— Eph.  vi.  1.  2. 
T\niat,  then,  is  the  meaning?    (That  God  must  have  the  first 

place  in  our  love  and  obedience.) 

2».  Where  did  Jesus  then  go? 

What  did  he  do  ? 

What  did  he  preach  ? 

What  else  did  he  do? 

What  is  a  synagorjue  ?    (A  place  of  a.ssembly.) 

What  was  the  use  of  the  Jewish  synagogues?  (They  were 
places  of  worship  where  th6  people  were  instructed  in  the  true 
religion.) 

When  were  they  first  instituted  ?  (They  appear  to  have  arisen 
during  the  exile,  and  to  have  been  fully  established  on  the 
return  of  the  Jews  from  captivity.) 

Did  the  Jews  offer  sacrifices  and  burn  incense  in  them?  (No; 
that  was  done  only  in  the  temple.) 

W^hat  was  the  service  which  they  performed  in  them  ?  (Prayer, 
with  the  reading  and  expounding  the  Old  Testament  scrip- 
tures.) 

What  were  the  peculiar  benefits  derived  from  the  establish- 
ment of  synagogues?  (The  people  were  in  no  danger  of  for- 
getting the  T;aw,  and  never  again  relapsed  into  idolatry.) 

Had  they  anv  printed  books  then  ?    (Xo.) 

How  were  the  truths  of  the  Bible  then  circulated  among  the 
people  ?    (By  the  teachings  of  the  synagogues.) 

What  is  meant  by  the  f/ospel  of  the  kinpdom  f  (The  good  news  of 
the  kingdom  Christ  had  come  to  establish.) 

What  is  it  to  tt^ach  ?    CTo  instruct.) 

How  did  he  heal  the  sick?— Luke  xvii.  12-14;  John  v.  6-9. 

Why  did  he  do  this  ?— Matt.  xi.  2-5. 

24.  Did  he  become  known? 

Where  was  Syria  ?    (In  the  western  part  of  Asia.) 
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Whom  did  they  bring  to  him  ? 

What  is  a  Umatic?    (A  deranged  person.) 
What  is  the  palsy  ?    (Paralysis.) 
What  was  the  possession  of  devils .?— Luke  iv.  33-35. 
What  did  Christ  do  lor  the  jDeople? 

25.  Who  followed  him? 

On  which  side  of  the  riv^er  Jordan  was  Decapolis  ?    (East.) 

Did  all  who  followed  Christ  in  this  way  believe  on  him  ?    (Xo.) 

Why  did  they  follow  him,  do  you  suppose?— Luke  v.  15. 

Do  not  many  now  profess  to  follow  him  and  in  their  hearts  deny 

him  ?— Matt.  vii.  22,  23. 
What  did  Christ  do  after  this  ?— Matt.  v.  1,  2,  &c. 
What  is  that  portion  of  Scripture  (Matt,  v.-vii.)  called?*    (The 

Sermon  on  the  Mount.) 


LESSON  XV. 


Tlie  Withered  Hand  Sealed — Ajtostles  Cfiosen. 


Luke  tI.  6-19. 


6  And  it  came  to  pass  also  oa  an- 
other sabbath,  that  he  entered  into 
the  synagogue and  taught :  and  there 
■was  a  man  whose  right  hand  was 
withered. 

7  And  the  scribes  and  Pharisees 
watched  him,  whether  he  would  heal 
on  the  sabbath  day  ;  that  they  might 
find  an  accusation  against  him. 

8  But  he  knew  their  thoughts,  and 
said  to  the  man  which  had  the 
withered  hand.  Rise  up  and  stand 
forth  in  the  midst.  And  he  arose 
and  stood  forth. 

9  Then  said  Jesus  unto  them,  I 
■will  ask  you  one  thing  :  Is  it  lawful 
on  the  sabbath  days  to  do  good,  or  to 
do  evil  ?  to  save  life,  or  to  destroy  if  ? 

10  And  looking  round  about  upon 
them  all, he  said  uutothe  man.  Stretch 
forth  thy  hand.  And  he  did  so ; 
and  his  hand  was  restored  whole  as 
the  other. 

11  And  they  were  filled  with  mad- 
ness ;  and  communed  one  with  an- 
other what  they  might  do  to  Jesus. 


12  IT  And  it  came  to  pass  in  those 
days,  that  he  went  out  into  a  mountain 
to  pray,  and  continued  all  night  in 
prayer  to  God. 

13  And  when  it  was  day,  he  called 
unto  him  his  disciples  :  and  of  them 
he  chose  twelve,  whom  also  ha 
named  apostles  ; 

14  Simon,  whom  he  also  named 
Peter,  and  Andrew  his  brother, 
James  and  John,  Philip  and  Bar- 
tholomew, 

15  Matthew  and  Thomas,  James 
the  son  of  Alpheus,  and  Simon 
called  Zclotes, 

16  And  Judas  the  brother  of  James, 
and  Judas  Iscariot,  which  also  was 
the  traitor. 

17  T  And  he  came  down  with  them, 
and  stood  in  the  plain,  and  the 
companj'  of  his  disciples,  and  a 
great  multitude  of  people  out  of  all 
Judea  and  Jerusalem,  and  from  the 
sea  coast  of  Tyre  and  Sidon,  which 
came  to  hear  him,  and  to  be  healed 
of  their  diseases ; 


For  lessons  on  it,  see  the  second  volume  of  Union  Questions. 
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18  And  they  that  •were  vexed  I  19  And  the  whole  multitude  sought 
•with  unclean  spirits :  and  they  were  to  touch  him  :  for  there  went  virtue 
healed.  I  out  of  him,  and  healed  tlieni  all. 

6.  On  another  Sabbath  where  did  Jesus  c:o  ? 

Do  you  remember  what  you  learned  in  the  last'lesson  about 

synagogues  ? 
Who  was  there? 
What  is  meant  by  withered  ?    (Paralyzed.) 

7.  What  did  the  scribes  and  Pharisees  do? 
Wliy  did  they  watch  him  ? 

W"hy  did  they  want  to  know? 

Of  -what  did  they  mean  to  accuse  him  ?  (Of  breaking  the  Sab- 
bath.) 

Why  were  the  scribes  and  Pharisees  so  bitter  against  Jesus?— 
John  vii.  7. 

Did  they  ever  detect  him  in  doing  any  thing  wrong?— 1  Pet.  ii. 
22 ;  Heb.  iv.  15. 

8.  What  did  Jesus  know? 

How  could  he  know  their  thoughts  ?— Acts  i.  24. 

Wliat  eflfect  should  Christ's  knowledge  of  every  thought  have 
upon  you  ? 

Wliat  did  he  say  to  the  man  ? 

Wiiat  did  tlie  man  do  ? 

Why  did  he  tell  him  to  stand  i'?i  tlie  midst  ?  (That  all  might  wit- 
ness the  miracle.) 

9.  To  whom  did  Jesus  spealc? 
What  did  he  sny? 

What  did  they  reply  to  this  ?— See  Mark  iii.  4. 

What  else  did  he  say  to  them?— See  Matt.  xii.  11, 12. 

Did  Jesus  mean  to  encourage  all  kinds  of  work  on  the  Sabbath? 

(No;  onlv  works  of  necessity  or  mercy.) 
What  did  he  say  might  be  done?— Matt,  xii.  12. 
Wnatis  the  fourth  commandment  ?— Ex.  xx.  8-11. 

10.  W^hat  did  he  do  before  he  spoke  to  tlie  man? 
What  did  Jesus  say  to  the  man? 

What  did  tlie  man'clo  ? 

Wliat  was  done  to  his  hand  ? 

How  could  the  man  stretch  forth  his  -withered  hand?    (Jesus 

gave  him  the  power.) 
How  should  we  imitate  this  man  when  God  calls  us  to  our  duty  ? 

(Obey,  and  God  will  give  the  strength.) 

11.  How  did  tlie  scribes  and  Pharisees  then  feel  ? 
Whatdid  they  do? 

What  did  they  wish  to  do  ?— Mark  iii.  6. 

What  is  meant  by  commioud^    (Talked  together.) 

Had  Jesus  given  them  any  cause  to  be  angry  ?    (Not  any.) 

If  they  had  really  been  as  anxious  to  keep  the  commandments 

as  they  pretended  to  be,  would  they  have  become  so  angry 

and  murderous? 
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If  men  are  very  careful  about  one  law,  and  yet  break  others, 
how  will  God  judge  them  ?— James  ii.  10, 11. 

12.  Where  did  Jesus  go  ? 

How  long  did  he  continue  in  prayer? 

If  Christ  was  God.  why  need  he  pray  ?— Heb.  ii.  17. 

Do  you  remember  any  other  instances  of  Christ's  praj'ing  much 

and  earnestly?— Matt.  xxvi.  39-14;  Marli  i.  35. 
V.'hat  example  is  this  to  us  ? 

13.  Wliat  did  he  do  in  the  morning? 

Was  it  probably  on  this  subject  that  he~  had  been  praying? 

(Yes.) 
How  does  Mark  state  tliis  ?— Mark  iii.  13. 

Who  were  his  disciples  :'    (Those  who  attended  on  his  teachings.) 
Why  did   Jesus  choose  out  a  particular  number?— Mark  iii. 

14,  1.5. 
What  is  the  meaning  of  the  word  apostle?    (One  who  is  sent.) 

14.  15, 16.  Wliat  were  the  names  of  the  apostles? 
How  had  he  first  called  Peter  and  Andrew?— See  John  i.  35-42. 
In  what  business  had  he  found  James  and  John?— Matt.  iv.  21. 
Of  what  city  was  Philip  ?— John  i.  44. 

Yv'ho  was  the  father  of  James  and  John  ?— Matt.  x.  2. 
Whose  son  was  the  other  James? 
Was  there  more  than  one  Simon  ? 
How  were  the  two  Judases  distinguished? 
What  is  a  traitor?    (One  who  betrays  his  trust.) 
How  many  of  these  apostles  wrote  anj'  books  or  letters  in  the 
iSTew  Testament?    (Peter,  John,  Matthew,  and  James.) 

17.  Where  did  our  Lord  then  go? 
From  whence  did  he  come  down  ?— ver.  12. 
Who  came  to  him  ? 

Where  were  Tyre  and  Sidon  ?    (In  Phoenicia.) 
On  the  coast  of  wliat  sea?    (Tlie  Mediterranean.) 
What  should  you  learn  from  the  earnestness  of  these  people  to 
hear  and  be  healed  by  Jesus?    (To  be  earnest  in  seeking  sal- 
vation by  him.) 
What  diseases  have  you  which  he  alone  can  cure  ? 
Ought  you  not  immediately  to  apply  to  him  ? 
How  must  you  apply? 

18.  What  was  the  matter  with  others  that  came  ? 
What  we're  these  ?    (Unclean  spirits  are  demons.) 

AVhat  was  done  for  them? 

19.  Why  did  the  multitude  seek  to  touch  him  ? 
Does  virtue  here  mean  his  holiness,  or  his  power?    (Healing 

power.) 
Is  Jesus  less  powerful  now  than  he  was  then .?— Heb.  xiii.  8. 
Of  what  use,  do  j'ou  think,  will  it  be  to  you  to  learn  all  this  his- 

torj',  if  it  does  not  lead  you  to  Christ  as  the  Saviour  ? 
Do  you  think  God  would  direct  and  encourage  us  to  pray,  if  he 

were  not  willing  to  answer  our  prayei-s  ? 
Is  it  any  less  crime  to  neglect  Christ  7iow  than  it  was  when  he 

was  on  the  earth  ?— Read  Heb.  ii.  1-4. 
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LESSON  XVI. 

Mealing  of  a  Centurion's  Sei^ant— Widow's  Son  He- 
stored  to  Life. 


Luke  vii.  1-17. 


1  Now  -when  he  had  ended  all  his 
sayings  in  the  audience  of  the  peo- 
ple, he  entered  into  Capernaum. 

2  And  a  certain  centurion's  ser- 
vant, who  was  dear  unto  him,  was 
sick,  and  ready  to  die. 

3  And  when  "he  heard  of  Jesus,  he 
sent  unto  him  the  elders  of  the  Jews, 
beseeching  him  that  he  would  come 
and  heal  his  servant. 

4  And  when  they  came  to  Jesus, 
they  besought  him  instantly,  saying. 
That  he  was  worthy  for  whom  he 
should  do  this : 

5  For  he  loveth  our  nation,  and  he 
hath  built  us  a  synagogue. 

6  Then  Jesus  went  with  them. 
And  when  he  was  now  not  far  from 
the  house,  the  centurion  sent  friends 
to  him,  saying  unto  him.  Lord, 
trouble  not  thyself;  for  I  am  not 
worthy  that  thou  shouldest  enter 
under"  my  roof: 

7  Wherefore  neither  thought  I  my- 
self worthy  to  come  unto  thee  :  but 
say  in  a  word,  and  my  servant  shall 
be  healed. 

8  For  I  also  am  a  man  set  under 
authority,  having  under  me  soldiers, 
and  I  say  unto  one.  Go,  and  he  goeth  ; 
and  to  another.  Come,  and  he 
Cometh ;  and  to  my  servant.  Do 
this,  and  he  doeth  it. 

9  When  Jesus  heard  these  things, 
he  marvelled  at  him,  and  turned 
him  about,  and  said  unto  the  people 

1.  What  sayings  are  here  meant  ?  (The  Sermon  on  the  Moimt.) 
What  is  meant  by  the  audience  of  the  people  ?    (In  the  hearing 

of  the  people.) 
What  did  Jesus  do  as  he  was  coming  away?— Matt.  viii.  1-3. 
Where  did  he  go  ? 

2.  Who  is  mentioned  here? 

What   is   a  centurion?    (A  Roman  military  officer,  who  com- 
manded a  hundred  men.) 

3.  What  did  the  centurion  wish  Jesus  to  do? 


that  followed  him,  I  say  nnto  you, 
I  have  not  found  so  great  faith,  no, 
not  in  Israel. 

10  And  they  that  were  sent,  re- 
turning to  the  house,  found  the  ser- 
vant whole  that  had  been  sick. 

11  ^  And  it  came  to  pass  the  day 
after,  that  he  went  into  a  city  called 
Nain ;  and  man}'  of  his  disciples 
went  with  him,  and  much  people. 

12  Now  when  he  came  nigh  to  the 
gates  of  thecity,  behold,  there  was 
a  dead  man  carried  out,  the  only  sou 
of  his  mother,  and  she  was  a  widow : 
and  much  people  of  the  city  was 
with  her. 

13  And  when  the  Lord  saw  her,  he 
had  compassion  on  her,  and  said  un- 
to her.  Weep  not. 

!  14  And  he  came  and  touched  the 
bier:  and  they  that  bare  him  stood 
still.  And  he  said,  Young  man,  I 
sa3'  unto  thee.  Arise. 

15  And  lie  that  was  dead  sat  up, 
and  began  to  speak.  And  he  de- 
livered him  to  his  mother. 

16  And  there  came  a  fear  on  all : 
and  they  glorified  God,  saying.  That 
a  great  prophet  is  risen  up  among 
us  ;  and.  That  God  hath  visited  his 
people. 

17  And  this  rumour  of  him  went 
forth  throughout  all  Judea,  and 
throughout  all  the  region  round 
about. 
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How  did  he  send  him  word  ? 

Who  were  the  elders  of  the  Jews?    (Men  who  had  authority  in 

matters  of  public  welfare.) 
What  does  this  conduct  of  the  centurion  teach  masters  ?    (To  be 

kind  to  tlieir  servants  and  to  pray  for  them.) 

4.  What  did  the  elders  do? 
What  did  they  say  ? 

What  is  the  meaning  of  instantly,  here?    (Urgently.) 
What  is  meant  by  worthy  ?    (Deserving  favour.) 

5.  On  what  account  did  tlie  elders  think  the  centu- 
rion was  worthy  ? 

6.  What  did  Jesus  do? 
What  happened? 

What  does  this  prove  the  centurion  to  have  believed?    (That 

Jesus  was  able  to  heal  by  his  word.) 
How  did  this  show  his  humility  ? 

7.  What  else  did  he  direct  his  friends  to  say  to 
Jesus  ?  • 

Why  did  he  not  think  himself  worthy  to  come  to  Jesus? 
What  confidence  had  he  in  the  power  of  Jesus? 
What  would  be  enouuii  to  cure  the  servant? 
What  disposition  must  you  have,  in  coming  to  Christ? 

8.  What  did  the  centurion  say  about  him.soif? 
Under  whose  authoritj-  was  he  placed  ?    (His  superior  officer's.) 
Whom  had  he  under  him  ? 

Hov/  was  he  obeyed  ? 

What  did  the  centurion  mean  by  this  message  to  Christ?    (To 
express  hLs  conridence  in  the  power  of  Christ.) 

9.  When  Jesus  heard  these  things,  what  did  he  do? 
What  did  he  say  to  the  people? 

What  is  it  to  marvel  ?    (To  wonder.) 

Was  the  centurion  a  Jew  ?    (No :  he  was  a  Gentile.) 

What  is  fa ith  ?    (Belief. ) 

How  did  the  centurion  show  his  faith  ?    (By  asking  Jesus  to  heal 

his  servant.) 
How  do  Christians  shov/  their  faith  ? 
Why  had  the  Lord  reason  to  expect  greater  faith  among  the 

Israelites  ?~'Ro\n.  ix.  4. 
What  is  added  in  Matthew's  account?— Matt.  viii.  11, 12. 
What  is  the  meaning  of  this? 

10.  What  took  place? 

What  is  meant  by  M7i.o^ .?    (Well.) 

How  came  the  servant  to  be  healed  ?    (Jesus  had  healed  him.) 

How  could  Jesus  heal  the  servant  when  he  was  at  a  dLstanco 

from  him?    (Jesus  is  omnipresent.) 
Will  Christ  disappoint  those  who  trust  in  him  ?— 2  Cor.  i.  20;  Ps. 

xxxi.  19. 

11.  Where  did  our  Lord  go  on  the  next  day  ? 
V/here  was  Nain  ?    (In  GalUee,  near  Capernaum.) 
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Who  were  Avith  him? 

Whj'  did  Jesus  go  about  from  one  place  to  another?— Matt.  iv. 
23. 

12.  What  (lid  they  meet? 
What  is  said  of  this  dead  man? 
Who  were  with  tlie  woman? 

13.  How  did  the  Lord  leel  for  her? 
Wluit  did  hesay? 

Did  lie  do  no  more  than  pity  her? 

How  should  we  show  our  sorrow  for  those  in  trouble? 

14.  What  did  Jesus  then  do? 
Did  the  Jews  use  coffins  for  the  dead?* 

W^hat  was  the  birr?    (A  frame  of  wood  on  which  the  dead  are 

conveyed  to  the  grave.) 
Wliat  did  he  say  wlien  they  had  stopped  ? 

15.  W^liat  took  place  as  soon  as  Jesus  had  si:)oken? 
WJjat  then  did  Jesus  do?  « 

Whom  else  did  our  Lord  raise  from  the  dead  besides  this  young 

man?— Luke  viii.  HA,  55;  John  xi.  43,  44. 
Is  he  able  to  call  forth  others  from  their  graves  ?—Hosea  xiii.  14. 
What  is  said  in  John  v.  28,  2i)? 

In  what  do  Christians  rejoice  in  knowing  this  ?— John  xi.  25, 26. 
What  reason  have  impenitent  sinners  to  dread  that  day  ?— Dan. 

xii.  2. 
From  what  sort  of  death  is  Christ  able  to  deliver  us  now  ?— Epb. 

ii.  4,  5. 

16.  What  effect  had  this  miracle? 

How  did  the  miracles  of  Christ  glorify  God?    (They  showed  his 

power  and  goodness.) 
What  did  the  people  say? 
What  should  all  the  wonderful  works  of  God  which  loe  see,  lead 

us  to  do  ?— Psalm  cv.  1-3. 

17.  Did  it  become  known  ? 
What  is  a  rumour  ?    (A  report.) 

Did  the  Jews,  then,  hear  of  tlie  miracles  and  wonderful  doings 

and  kindness  of  Jesus?    (Yes.) 
AVhat  etlect  should  they  have  had  upon  them?— John  x.  37,  38. 
Will  those  be  anj'  less  guilty  who  know  of  all  his  works  and  yet 

are  not  Christians?— Luke  xii.  47,  4^. 

*  See  Biblical  Antiquities,  part  i.  ch.  vii.  1 2. 
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LESSO]^  XVII. 


TJie  Storm  Huslied — Devils  Cast  Out, 


Matt.  viii.  18-34. 


18  H  Now  when  Jesus  saw  great 
multitudes  about  him,  he  gave  CDm- 
maadmeat  to  depart  unto  the  other 
side. 

19  And  a  certain  scribe  came,  and 
said  unto  him.  Master,  I  will  follow 
thee  whithersoever  thou  goest. 

20  And  Jesus  said  unto  him.  The 
fuxes  have  holes,  and  the  birds  of 
the  a,\r  have  nests:  but  the  Son  of 
man  hath  not  where  to  lay  his  head. 

21  And  another  of  his  disciples 
said  unto  him,  Lord,  suffer  me  first 
to  go  and  bury  ray  father. 

22  But  Jesus  said  unto  him.  Follow 
me ;  and  let  the  dead  bury  their 
dead. 

23  ^  And  when  he  was  entered  in- 
to a  ship,  his  disciples  followed  him. 

2-1  And,  behold,  there  arose  a  great 
tempest  in  the  sea,  insomuch  that 
the  ship  was  covered  with  the  waves: 
but  he  was  asleep. 

25  And  his  disciples  came  to  him, 
and  awoke  him,  saying.  Lord,  save 
ns :  we  perish. 

26  And  he  said  unto  them,  "Why 
are  ye  fearful,  O  ye  of  little  faith  i' 
Then  he  arose,  and  rebuked  the 
winds  and  the  sea;  and  there  was  a 
greai;  calm. 

27  But  the  men  marvelled,  saying. 
What  manner  of  man  is  this,  th;it 
even  the  winds  and  the  sea  obey  him! 


28  ^  And  when  he  was  come  to  the 
other  side  into  the  country  of  the 
Gergesenes,  there  met  him  two  pos- 
sessed with  devils,  coming  out  of  the 
tombs,  exceeding  fierce,  so  that  no 
man  might  pass  by  that  way. 

2'J  And,  behold,  they  cried  out,  say- 
ing. What  have  we  to  do  with  thee, 
Jesus,  thou  Sun  of  God?  art  thou 
come  hither  to  torment  us  before  the 
time? 

30  And  there  was  a  good  way  off 
from  them  a  herd  of  many  swine 
feeding. 

31  So  the  devils  besought  him,  say- 
ing. If  thou  cast  us  out,  suffer  us  to 
go  away  into  the  herd  of  swine. 

32  And  he  said  unto  them,  Go. 
And  when  they  were  come  out,  they 
went  into  the  herd  of  swine :  and, 
behold,  the  whole  herd  of  swine 
ran  violently  down  a  steep  place  in- 
to the  sea,  and  perished  in  the 
waters. 

S^i  And  they  that  kept  them  fled, 
and  went  tfieir  ways  into  the  city, 
and  told  every  thing,  and  what  was 
befallen  to  the  possessed  of  the 
devils. 

34  And,  behold,  the  whole  city 
came  out  to  meet  Jesus :  and  when 
they  saw  him,  they  besought  hiin 
that  he  would  depart  out  of  their 
coasts. 


18.  Did  many  people  p^o  to  see  Jesus? 
Why  did  they  do  this  ?— See  ver.  If.. 

Where  was  Christ  at  this  time?— Ver.  5. 
Where  did  he  wish  to  a:o  ? 
The  other  side  of  what  ?    (The  Sea  of  Tiberias.) 
On  what  sea  was  Capernaum  ? 

19.  Who  came  to  him? 

What  was  a  scribe  ?    (A  teacher  of  the  law.) 
What  did  the  scribe  say  ? 

20.  What  did  Jesus  say  to  him  ? 

What  is  the  meaning  of  this  answer  ?  (That  he  was  mistaken 
in  thinking  he  should  gain  earthly  ease  or  advantage  in  fol- 
lowing Je.sas.) 
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Had  not  Christ  a  homo  in  Nazareth  ?  (He  had  before  he  entered 
on  his  ministry;  but  now  he  had  no  home.) 

Does  he  seem  to  have  remained  in  any  place  long,  after  he  began 
to  preach  ?    (So.) 

How  did  Peter  describe  his  manner  of  life  ?— Acts  x.  38. 

Why  is  Christ  called  the  Son  of  man  (  (Because  he  has  a  human 
nature.) 

Why  is  he  called  the  Son  of  God  ?  (Because  he  has  a  divine  na- 
ture.) 

How  should  the  poor  feel  when  they  hear  that  Jesus  had  not 
where  to  lay  his  head  ? 

For  whose  sake  did  Jesus  undergo  such  hardship^  ?— 2  Cor.  viiL  9. 

31.  What  did  one  of  Christ's  disciples  say  to  him? 
What  does  first  allude  to  ?    (He  wished  to  do  it  before  he  obeyed 
Christ's  command  to  follow  him.) 

22.  What  reply  did  Jesus  make? 

What  did  he  mean  by  l£t  the  dead  hvry  their  dead?    (Let  those 

vv'ho  do  not  care  for  my  work,  those  who  are  dead  in  sin,  bury 

the  dead.) 
What  does  the  Apostle  Paul  call  the  impenitent?— Eph.  ii.  1. 
Do  not  such  people  geuerallj^  attend  too  much  to  the  concerns 

of  this  world  ?— Mark  iv.  19. 
What  things  must  the  followers  of  Christ  first  attend  to  ?— Matt. 

vi.  ;a ;  Col.  iii.  1,  2. 
Must  we  not  attend  to  the  duties  of  this  life,  to  our  families  and 

friends  ?— Kom.  xii.  6-17. 
How  must  we  do  if  they  hinder  us  in  following  Christ? 

23.  Where  did  Jesus  go? 
Who  went  with  him  ? 

21.  What  happened  after  they  had  left  the  shore? 
What  is  a  tempest?    (A  violent  storm.) 
What  is  said  abcnit  Jesus? 
^Vllere  was  he  ?— Mark  iv.  3S. 

25.  V/hat  did  the  disciples  do? 

Why  did  they  awake  him  ?    (They  were  in  danger,  and  believed 

he  had  pow'er  to  save  them.) 
What  did  tliey  say? 

26.  What  did  he  say  to  the  disciples  ? 

Why  should  they  not  have  been  fearful?    (Because  Jesus  was 

with  tbem.) 
What  did  he  say  of  their  faith  ? 
How  did  they  show  that  they  had  little  faith?    (Because  they 

feared.) 
How  did  they  show  that  they  had  some  ?    (By  asking  him  to 

save  them.) 
How  is  this  related  by  Mark  ?— Mark'iv.  40. 
How  is  it  told  bv  Luke  ?— Luke  viii.  2.5. 
What  did  he  then  do? 

What  is  the  meaning  of  re?;  »A-ed?   (Commanded  them  to  be  still.) 
Wliat  then  took  place  ? 
Wliat  is  a  great  calm?    (Stillness  of  the  winds  and  waves.) 
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27.  What  did  the  men  say  ? 

Would  the  winds  and  waves  obey  any  mere  man  ? 

28.  Where  did  Jesus  come  ? 

What  country  was  that  ?    (The  district  on  the  southeast  coast  of 

the  Sea  of  Tiberias.) 
Who  met  liim  ? 
Wliat  is  said  about  them  ? 
How  many  do  Mark  and  Luke  mention  ?— Mark  v.  8 ;  Luke  viii. 

27. 
How  is  this  difference  explained?    (They  probably  mentioned 

only  the  most  remarkable  case.) 
Which  of  tlie  two  is  mentioned  by  them  ?— Luke  viii.  29,  30. 

29.  What  did  they  cry  out  wlien  they  saw  Jesus  ? 
Do  the  devils  believe  in  Go'd  ?— James  ii.  19. 

Did  these  believe  in  a  day  of  judgment  ?    (Yes :  they  spoke  of  the 
appointed  time,  by  which  they  meant  this  day.) 

30.  What  was  there  in  sight? 

Were  the  Jews  allowed  to  eat  swine's  flesh  ?— Lev.  xi.  7,  8, 

31.  What  did  the  devils  ask  of  Jesus? 

32.  What  did  he  say  to  them? 
What  did  they  do  ? 

Wliat  then  happened  ? 

33.  What  became  of  those  who  kept  the  swine? 
Where  did  thev  go? 

What  did  they  tell? 

34.  Wlio  came  out  to  meet  Jesus? 
What  did  tliey  aslv  him  to  do? 

Why  are  sinners' afraid  of  Jesus,  and  anxious  for  him  to  depart 

from  them  ?    (They  feel  guilty  in  his  presence,  and  do  not  love 

him  or  value  his  favour.) 
What  will  the  Lord  Jesus  say  to  them  at  the  day  of  judgment  ?— 

Matt.  XXV.  41. 
What  became  of  one  of  the  men  that  was  cured  ?— Mark  v.  18-20. 
Can  you  mention  some  of  the  reasons  why  we  should  desire 

Christ  to  be  always  near  us  ?    (He  alone  can  protect,  support, 

and  guide  us.) 
Can  you  mention  some  of  the  dangers  if  Christ  is  not  near  us  ? 

(We  are  in  danger  of  being  tempted  into  evil.) 
How  may  we  have  Christ  as  our  friend  at  all  times?— Rev.  iii.  20. 
What  is  his  promise  to  those  who  love  him?— John  xiv.  21-23. 
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LESSON  XVIII. 

Sealing  of  a  Sick  Womaix—Jairus's  Daughter  Raised. 

Where  was  the  miracle  performed  that  was  related  in  the  last 
lesson  ? 


Mark  v.  21-43. 


21  And  when  Jesus  was  passed  over 
again  bj-  ship  unto  the  other  side, 
much  people  gathered  unto  him; 
and  he  was  nigh  unto  the  sea. 

22  And,  behold,  there  eometh  one 
of  the  rulers  of  the  synagogue.  Jai- 
rus  by  name  ;  and  when  he  saw  him, 
he  fell  at  his  feet, 

23  And  besought  him  greatly,  say- 
ing. My  little  daughter  lietli  at  the 
point  of  death:  /  prni/  thee,  come 
and  lay  thy  hands  on  her,  that 
she  may  be"  healed ;  and  she  shall 
live. 

24  And  JiesiM  went  with  him;  and 
much  people  followed  him,  and 
thronged  him. 

25  And  a  certain  woman,  which 
had  an  issue  of  blood  twelve  years, 

26  And  had  suffered  many  things 
of  many  physicians,  and  had  spent 
all  that  she"  had.  and  was  nothing 
bettered,  but  rather  grew  worse, 

27  When  she  heard  of  Jesus,  came 
in  the  press  behind,  and  touched  his 
garment. 

28  For  she  said.  If  I  may  touch 
but  his  clothes,  I  shall  be  whole. 

29  And  straightway  the  fountain 
of  her  blood  was  dried  up;  and  she 
felt  in  her  body  that  she  was  healed 
of  th.at  plague. 

30  And  Jesus,  immediately  know- 
ing in  himself  that  virtue  had  gone 
out  of  him,  turned  him  about  in  the 
press,  and  said,  Wlio  touched  my 
clothes  ? 

31  And  his  disciples  said  unto  him. 
Thou  seest  the  multitude  thronging 
thee,  and  sayest  thou,  Who  touched 
me  ? 

32  And  he  looked  round  about  to 
see  her  that  had  done  this  thing. 

33  But  the  woman  fearing  and 
trembling,  knowing  what  was  done 

21.  Where  did  Jesus  then  go  ? 
On  what  side  was  he  belore  ?— Mark  v.  1. 


in  her,  came  and  fell  down  before 
him,  and  told  him  all  the  truth. 
34  And  he  said  unto  her.  Daugh- 
ter, thy  faith  hath  made  thee  whole  ; 
go  in  peace,  and  be  whole  of  thy 
I  plague. 

I  35  While  he  yet  spake,  there  came 
I  from  the  ruler  of  the  synagogue's 
i  house  cr.rtain  which  said,  Thydaugh- 
!  ter  is  dead  ;  why  troublest  thou  the 
I  Master  any  further? 
I  36  As  soon  as  Jesus  heard  the  word 
j  that  was  spoken,  he  saith  unto  the 
j  ruler  of  the  synagogue,  Be  not 
;  afraid,  only  believe. 

37  And  he  suffei-ed  no  man  to  fol- 
low him,  save  Peter,  and  James,  and 
John  the  brother  of  James. 
33  And  ha  coraeth  to  the  house  of 
,  the  ruler  of  the  synagogue,  and 
j  seeth  the  tumult,  and  them  that 
I  wept  and  wailed  greatly. 

39  And  when  he  was  come  in,  he 
'  saith  unto  them,  Wh}'  make  ye  this 
'  ado.  and  weep  ?  the  damsel  is  not 
I  dead,  but  sleepeth. 

40  And  they  laughed  him  to  scorn. 
But  when  he  had  put  them  all  out, 
he  taketh  the  father  and  the  mother 
of  the  damsel,  and  them  that  were 
with  him,  and  entereth  in  where  the 
damsel  was  lying. 

41  And  he  took  the  damsel  by  the 
hand,  and  said  unto  her,  Talitha- 
cumi;  which  is,  being  interpreted. 
Damsel.  (I  say  unto  thee.)  arise. 

42  And  straightway  the  damsel 
arose,  and  walked  ;  for  she  was  of 
the  age  of  twelve  years.  And  they 
were  astonished  with  a  great  asto- 
nishment. 

43  And  he  charged  them  siraitly 
that  no  man  should  know  it :  and 
commanded  that  something  should 
be  given  her  to  eat. 


THE    LIFE    or    CIIKIST.  61 


"Was  he  now  alone  ? 

22.  Who  came  to  him? 

What  was  a  ruler  of  the  synagogue? 
What  did  Jairus  do  ? 

23.  What  did  he  tell  Jesus  ? 
How  old  was  his  daughter  ?— See  ver.  42. 

What  did  he  mean  by  her  being  at  theijolnt  of  death  ? 
What  did  Jairus  want? 

How  did  this  show  his  faith  ?    (He  believed  Jesus  had  power 
to  cure  her.) 

21.  What  did  Jesus  do  ? 
What  took  place  as  they  were  goins;? 
What  is  the  meaning  of  thronc/ed  ?    (Crowded  around.) 
Why  did  the  people  throng  him  '.'—John  vi.  2. 
Was  it  only  to  be  cured  of  their  diseases  and  to  seehi3m.iracles  ? 
—Mark  xii.  37,  last  sentence. 

25.  Who  came  to  be  healed? 
How  long  had  she  been  sick? 

26.  To  whom  had  she  applied  for  help  ? 

27.  What  did  she  do  when  she  heard  of  Jesus? 
What  is  meant  by  the  press  ?    (In  the  crowd  that  pressed  around. ) 

28.  Why  did  she  touch  his  clothes? 
What  does  that  show  ?    (Her  faith  in  Jesus.) 

29.  What  immediately  took  place? 

Did  Jesus  know  the  character  and  the  wants  of  all  the  crowd? 

(Yes:  he  knows  all  things.) 
Was  there  any  power  in  the  clothes  of  the  Saviour   to  heal 

sickness?    (No.) 
How,  then,  do  j'ou  account  for  the  woman's  being  healed  by 

touching  the  Lord's  dress  ?    (She  touched  his  clothes  because 

she  believed  in  his  power  to  beal.) 
How  did  she  feel? 

SO.  What  did  Jesus  do? 
What  did  he  mean  by  virtue  1    (Power.) 
Did  he  not  know?    (Yes.) 

Why,  then,  did  he  ask  the  question?    (That  she  might  confess 
aiid  others  believe.) 

3J.  What  did  his  disciples  say? 

What  was  the  difference  between  the  touch  of  this  woman  and 

the  touch  of  the  multitude?    (Hers  was  the  touch  of  faith; 

theirs,  of  carelessness.) 
Do  all  those  who  hear  of  Christ  receive  a  blessing  ?    (No :  John 

xiii.  17. 
Whj^  do  some  get  a  blessing,  and  not  others  ?— Heb.  iv.  2. 

32.  What  did  Jesus  do  ? 

33.  How  was  the  woman  affected  ? 

0 
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Why  did  she  fear  and  tremble  ?    (She  was  afraid  he  might  re- 
buke her.) 
What  did  she  tell  ?— Luke  viii.  47. 
What  did  she  do  ? 

34.  What  did  Jesus  say  to  her? 

Why  did  he  call  her  daughter.^    (To  allay  her  fears  by  words  of 

kindness.) 
How  had  her  faith  made  her  whole?   (It  led  her  to  the  Saviour.) 
Had  it  performed   the  miracle  of  healing  her?    (No:  Jesus' 

power  healed  her.) 
In  what  way  are  sinners  said  to  be  saved  by  faith  ?    (Faith  is 

the  means.) 
Who  is  the  only  Saviour  ?     (The  Lord  .Tpsus  Christ.) 
Where  was  Christ  going  when  this  happened  ?—Ver.  24. 

35.  What  then  took  place? 
What  Master  did  they  mean  ?    (Christ.) 

36.  What  did  Jesns  then  say  to  the  ruler? 

What  was  the  ruler  to  believe  ?  "  (That  Jesus  could  cure  his 

child.) 
How  could  he  believe,  if  his  child  was  dead?    (Jesus  has  power 

over  death:  Rev.  i.  18.) 
How  does  Luke  state  this  ?— Luke  viii.  50. 
What  lesson  does  this  teach  to  Christians  ?— Psalm  xci  2. 
Why  should  they  never  be  af raid  ?—lieb.  vii.  2o. 

37.  Who  went  with  him  ? 

On  what  other  occasion  did  he  take  these  three  disciples  with 

him?— Mark  ix.  2,  xiv.  32.  83. 
Why  did  he  take  atii/?  (As  witnesses  to  the  miracle.) 

38.  What  was  doing  at  the  house? 

What  is  a  tumult?    (Commotion,  confusion.) 

What  were  they  doing?— Sec  Matt.  ix.  23. 

What  was  the  custom  of  the  Eastern  people  when  a  death  took 

place?* 
What  is  meant  by  wailing?    (Loud  lamentation.) 

39.  What  did  the  Lord  say  to  them? 

What  is  a  damsel  ?    (A  girl.) 

Was  slie  not  dead,  as  we  commonly  speak  ?    (Yes.) 

Why  is  death  commonly  called  sleep  in  the  Bible?    (Because  the 

sp"irit  lives,  and  the  body  will  be  raised.) 
What  part  of  man  dies  ?    (The  body.) 

How  long  will  his  body  remain  dead?    (Until  the  resurrection.) 
How  is  that  like  sleep  ? 

How  did  Christ  speak  of  Lazarus  ?— John  xi.  11. 
Who  will  wake  your  bodies  from  death  ?— John  v.  20-28. 

40.  What  did  the  people  do  ? 

Why  did  they  do  it  ?    (They  knew  she  was  dead.) 
Where  did  he  go  ? 

41.  What  did  he  then  do  ? 

*  See  Biblical  Antiquities,  ch.  vii.  2  2. 
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What  language  is  this  ?  {Srjro-Chaldaic.    It  is  the  language  which 
Jesus  commonly  spoke.) 

42.  What  took  place? 
How  old  was  she  ? 
How  did  the  people  feel  ? 

43.  What  charge  did  he  give  them? 

What  is  the  meaning  qf  straitly  ?    (Strictly.) 
Why  did  he  not  wish  it  to  be  told?    (It  would  rouse  jealous  op- 
position to  him.) 
What  did  he  com  man  d  ? 


LESSON   XIX. 

The  Apostles  Scut  Forth. 


How  long  ago  was  Christ  born  ? 
How  was  he  proved  to  be  God  ? 
How  was  he  proved  to  be  the  Messiah? 

How  did  he  provide  witnesses  of  hia  life  and  miracles?— See 
Matt.  iv.  18-21,  &c. 

Matt.  x.  1-lS. 


1  And  when  he  had  called  r.nto 
Mm  his  twelve  disciples,  he  gave 
them  power  ctfjainst  unclean  spirits, 
to  cast  them'  out,  and  to  heal  all 
manner  of  sickness  and  all  manner 
of  disease. 

2  Now  the  names  of  the  twelve 
apostles  are  these ;  The  first,  Simon, 
who  is  called  Peter,  and  Andrew  his 

•brother;  James  ihe  son  of  Zebedee, 
and  John  his  brother; 

3  Philip,  and  Bartholomew; 
Thomas,  and  Matthew  the  publi- 
can; James  the  son  of  Alpheus,  and 
Lebbeus,  whose  surname  was  Thad- 
deus; 

4  Simon  the  Cananite,  and  Judas 
Iscariot,  who  also  betrayed  him. 

5  These  twelve  Jesus  sent  forth, 
and  commanded  them,  saying.  Go 
not  into  the  way  of  the  Gentiles,  and 
into  any  city  of  the  Samaritans  en- 
ter ye  not : 

G  liut  go  rather  to  the  lost  sheep 
of  the  house  of  Israel. 

7  And  as  ye  go,  preach,  saying. 
The  kingdom  of  heaven  is  at  hand. 


8  Heal  the  sick,  cleanse  the  lepers, 
raise  the  dead,  cast  out  devils :  freely 
ye  have  received,  freely  give, 

9  Provide  neither  gold,  nor  silver, 
nor  brass  in  your  purses  ; 

10  Nor  scrip  for  //our  journey,  nei- 
ther two  coats,  neither  shoes,  nor  yet 
staves ;  for  the  workman  is  worthy 
of  his  racat. 

11  And  into  whatsoever  city  or 
town  ye  shall  enter,  inquire  who  in 
it  is  worthy ;  and  there  abide  till  ye 
go  thence. 

12  And  when  ye  come  into  a  house, 
salute  it. 

13  And  if  the  house  be  worthy,  let 
your  peace  come  upon  it :  but  if  it 
be  not  worthy,  let  your  peace  return 
to  you. 

14  And  whosoever  shall  not  receive 
you,  nor  hear  j-our  words,  when  y& 
depart  out  ofthat  house  or  city.shake 
off  the  dust  of  your  feet. 

15  Verily  I  say  unto  you,  It  shall 
be  more  tolerahile  for  the  laud  of 
Sodom  and  Gomorrah  in  the  day 
of  judgment,  than  for  that  city. 
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16  If  Eehold,  I  send  you  forth  as 
sheep  in  the  midst  of  wolves :  be  ve 
therefore  wise  as  serpents,  and  harm- 
less as  doves. 

17  But  hewarc  of  men:  for  they 
will  deliver  you  up  to  the  councils. 


and  they  -will  scourge  you  in  their 
synagogues ; 

18  And  ye  shall  be  brought  before 
governors  and  kings  for  my  sake, 
lor  a  testimony  against  them  and 
the  Gentiles. 


1.  How  many  disciples  had  lie  thus  collected? 
What  power  did  he  now  give  them? 

Why  did  he  give  them  this  power?    (That  they  might  prove 

their  commission  to  be  divine.) 
Could  any  mere  creature  give  such  power?    (Xo:  Heb.  ii.  4.) 
What  does^.Iark  say  they  were  to  do?— Mark  iii.  14. 

2,  3,  4.  W  hat  were  the  names  of  the  twelve  apostles  ? 
What  is  the  meaning  of  apostle  ?    (One  sent  forth.) 

How  did  Christ  send  them  out?— Mark  vl.  7. 

5.  What  did  the  Lord  do? 
What  did  he  command  them  ? 

For  what  v.-hore  they  sent  forth  ?    (To  preach  the  gospel.) 

Who  were  the  Gentiles  ?    (Those  who  were  not  Jews.) 

Who  were  tlie  Samaritans  '—'2  Kings  xvii.  24. 

Why  were  thej'  not  to  go  to  the  Gentiles  or  to  the  Samaritans  at 

that  time?    (The  gospel  v/as  to  be  first  preached  to  the  Jews.) 
What  command  did  he  afterwards  give  them  ?— Mark  xvi.  15. 
When  was  the  gospel  preached  to  the  Gentiles  ?— Acts  xviii.  5,  6, 

xiii.  45-18, 

6.  To  whom  were  they  to  go  ? 

Who  were  meant  by  the  house  o/lsrcwl?    (The  Jews.) 

Whj' were  they  called  lost  sheep?    (The  Israelites  were  God's 

chosen  people,  his  fold,  but  many  oi  them  had  wandered  from 

him.) 
For  what  did  the  Son  of  man  come?— Matt,  xviii.  11. 
How  are  all  sinners  like  lost  sheep?— Isa.  liii.  G. 
How  are  they  brought  back  ?— John  x.  11. 

7.  What  were  they  to  preach? 

What  does  that  mean  ?    (The  reign  of  Messiah  draws  near.) 

8.  What  were  they  to  do  besides  preaching? 

How  could  they  do  tttese  things  ?    (Through  the  power  Jesus , 

conferred.) 
What  are  lepers?    (Those  who  had  the  leprosy.) 
In  whose  name  were  they  to  work  these  miracles?    (Christ's.) 
Vvhat  had  they  f recti/  received?    (Tlie  ability  to  do  these  works.) 

9.  What  direction  did  he  give  them  ? 
"SVas  any  money  made  of  brass  ?    (Yes.) 

10.  What  else  were  they  not  to  jDrovidc? 
What  is  a  scrip  ?    (A  sort  of  knapsack.) 

What  are  staves f    (A  staff  carried  in  the  hand  for  support  or 

defence.) 
Wliy  were  they  not  to  take  these  things? 
\\Tio" would  furnish  them  ?    (The  people  whom  they  benefited.) 

11.  How  v/ere  they  to  be  supported  ? 
Who  are  meant  by  the  ivorthy  ? 
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Where  were  they  to  stay  ? 

What  advantage  would  there  be  in  remaining  in  one  house  f 
(The  people  would  know  where  to  find  them.) 

12.  What  were  they  to  do  when  they  came  into  a 
house? 

"What  is  meant  by  saluting  a  house?— See  Luke  x.  5. 

13.  How  were  they  to  act? 

What  is  the  meaning'of  that?  (To  those  who  were  willing  to 
receive  it,  the  peace  of  the  gospel  should  be  given,  but  it  should 
not  be  given  to  those  who  rejected  it.) 

14.  What  were  they  to  do  if  any  would  not  receive 
them  and  hear  their  words? 

Whj'  was  this  to  be  done  ?— Luke  ix.  5. 

How  would  this  be  a  testimony  against  such  persons  ?— See  Acts 

xviii.  6. 
Did  the  apostles  ever  do  this  ?— See  Acts  xiii.  51. 
Are  there  anj^  persons  of  tliis  description  now  ? 
What  must  be  their  lot  if  they  refuse  to  hear  the  gospel  ?— 2Thes3. 

i.  8,  9. 

15.  What  else  did  Christ  say  about  such? 

Where  was  the  land  of  Sodom  and  Gomorrah  ?  (They  occupied 
the  site  now  covered  by  the  Dead  Sea.) 

What  happened  to  those  places  ?— Gen.  xix.  24,  25. 

What  was  the  cause  of  their  destruction?— Gen.  xviii.  20. 

What  is  tolerable^    (That  can  be  borne  or  endured.) 

Why  will  it  be  more  tolerable  for  these  cities  in  the  day  of  judg- 
ment, than  for  those  who  reject  the  gospel  ?— Luke  xii.  48. 

16.  How  did  Christ  send  forth  his  apostles? 
Who  are  meant  here  by  wolves  ?    (Wicked  men.) 

Why  should  Christians  be  meek  and  gentle?— Matt.  xi.  29;  1  Pet, 

iii.  4. 
How  were  the  apostles  treated  ?— See  1  Cor.  iv.  9-13. 
How  were  they  to  act  ? 
Why  are  serpents'called  wise  ?    (They  are  so  skilful  in  avoiding 

danger.) 
How  could  they  show  the  harmlessness  of  the  dove  ?— See  2  Tim. 

ii.  24-2ti;  James  iii.  17, 18. 

17.  What  caution  did  he  give  them? 
What  is  it  to  beware  ?    (To  be  cautious ;  to  take  care.) 
Why  were  they  to  beware  ? 

What  were  the  councils  ?    (Judicial  tribunals.) 

Do  you  remember  anv  times  that  this  took  place  ?— See  Acts  iv. 

6,  7,  xxiii.  1,  &c. 
What  was  scourging?    (Whipping.) 
Did  the  apostles  ever  suffer  this  ?— See  2  Cor.  xi.  24,  25,  &c. 

18.  What  else  would  happen  to  them  ? 

Can  you  mention  any  accounts  in  the  Acts  of  the  Apostles, 

showing  that  this  was  fulfilled  ?— Acts  v.  17-33,  xii.  1-1,  xxiii. 

3:3,  XXV.  6,  10,  xxvi.  1,  28,  30. 

How  was  this  done  for  the  sake  of  Christ?    (It  was  for  his  cause.) 

How  would  it  be  a  testimojiy  against  such  persons  as  the  Gen- 
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tiles  ?  (It  would  make  known  to  them  the  gospel ;  and  If  they 
rejected  it  they  would  be  without  excuse.) 

Did  all  this  prediction  of  what  tliey  were  to  suffer  stop  the  apos- 
tles?   (No:  Luliceix.  10.) 

How  did  they  receive  their  persecutions  ?— Acts  v.  41. 

"What  more  did  Christ  say  to  his  apostles  ?— Read  verses  19-42. 


LESSOK  XX. 

A.nsu'€r  of  Christ  to  the  Message  of  John  the  Jiajitlst. 

What  was  related  in  the  last  lesson? 
How  many  apostles  did  Christ  send  forth? 
What  were  they  to  do  ? 


Matthew  xi.  1-15. 


1  And  it  came  to  pass,  when  Jesus 
had  made  an  end  of  commanding  his 
twelve  disciples,  he  departed  thence 
to  teach  and  to  preach  in  their  cities. 

2  Now  when  John  had  heard  in  the 
prison  the  works  of  Christ,  he  sent 
two  of  his  disciples, 

3  And  said  unto  him.  Art  thou  he 
that  should  come,  or  do  we  look  for 
another? 

4  Jesus  answered  and  said  unto 
them.  Go  and  shew  John  again  those 
things  which  ye  do  hear  and  see  : 

5  The  blind  receive  their  sight, 
and  the  lame  walk,  the  lepers  are 
cleansed,  and  the  deaf  hear,  the 
dead  are  raised  up,  and  the  poor 
have  the  gospel  preached  to  them. 

6  And  blessed  is  he,  whosoever  shall 
not  be  otfendeJ  in  me. 

7  'i  And  as  they  departed,  Jesus 
began  to  say  unto  the  multitudes 
concerning  John,  What  went  ye  out 
into  the  wilderness  to  see  ?  A  reed 
shaken  with  the  wind  ? 

8  But  what  went  ye  out  for  to  see? 


j  A  man  clothed  in  soft  raiment?  Be- 
(  hold,  they  that  wear  soft  clothing  are 
I  in  kings'"  houses. 

I  9  But  what  went  ye  ont  for  to  see  ? 
I  A  prophet  ?  yea,  I  say  unto  you,  and 
I  more  than  a  prophet. 

10  For  this  is  he,  of  whom  it  ia  writ- 
j  ten,  Behold,  I  send  my  messenger 
I  before  thy  face,  which  shall  prepare 
I  thy  way  before  thee. 
j  11  VeVily  I  say  unto  you.  Among 
1  them  that  are  born  of  women  there 
I  hath  not  risen  a  greater  than  John 
I  the  Baptist:  notwithstanding,  he 
that  is  least  in  the  kingdom  of  hea- 
ven is  greater  than  he. 

12  And  from  the  days  of  John  the 
Baptist  until  now  the  kingdom  of 
heaven  suffereth  violence,  and  the 
violent  take  it  by  force. 

1.3  For  all  the  prophets  and  the  law 
prophesied  until  John. 
14  And  if  ye  will  receive  it,  this  ia 
Elias,  which  was  for  to  come. 
1.5  He  that  hath  ears  to  hear,  let 
him  hear. 


1.  ^\  hat  did  Jesns  then  do? 

What  did  he  teach  and  preach  ?    (The  gospel.) 

What  cities  are  meant  by  their  cities  ?    (.The  cities  of  Galilee.) 

2.  Where  was  John  the  Baptist  at  this  time? 
Why  had  he  been  put  in  prison  ?— Matt.  xiv.  3,  4. 
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What  did  John  hear  of? 
What  did  he  do? 

3.  What  did  they  ask  ? 

Did  not  John  know  that  Jesus  was  the  Messiah  ?— See  John  i.  34. 

Why,  then,  did  he  send  ?    (To  convince  his  disciples.) 

Whom  did  he  mean  hy  him  that  should  corned  (The  promised 
Messiah.) 

Why  was  Christ  expected  by  the  Jews  ?  (His  coming  was  fore- 
told in  their  scriptures.) 

What  did  he  mean  by  do  we  look  for  another  ?  (If  Jesus  were  not 
the  Messiah,  should  they  still  expect  him?) 

What  did  Jesus  do  whilst  the  two  disciples  of  John  were  with 
him  ?— See  Luke  vii.  21. 

4.  Wiiat  did  Jesus  answer  John's  disciples? 

5.  What  were  tliese  things? 

How  did  this  answer  John's  question  ?  (Jesus  performed  the 
works  which  the  prophets  had  predicted  the  Messiah  would 
do,  and  wliich  none  other  could  do.) 

Where  had  these  things  been  predicted  of  the  Messiah  ?—Isa. 
liii.  4,  Ixi.  1. 

6.  Wliat  more  did  Jesus  say? 

What  is  meant  by  being  o#e?i<ied"in  Christ?    (Displeased,  so  as 

to  reject  him.) 
How  is  his  humble  life  likely  to  offend  the  proud?    (They  will 

not  believe  on  a  poor  and  suflTering  Saviour.) 
How  does  his  death  offend  the  proud  ?    (It  was  an  ignonainious 

one.) 
What  is  there  in  the  doctrines  that  Christ  taught,  that  is  likely 

to  offend  men  ?    (Men  do  not  like  to  think  of  themselves  as 

sinners,  helpless  and  undeserving.) 
Can  any  one  be  a  true  Christian  who  is  ashamed  of  Christ  ?    (No : 

Gal.  vi.  14.) 
How  do  persons  show  that  they  are  ashamed  of  Christ?    (By 

refusing  to  confess  him  before  men.) 
What  blessings  did  Clirist  pronounce  on  those  who  shall  openly 

and  sincerely  acknowledge  him?— Matt.  x.  32. 
What  did  he  say  of  those  who  should  be  ashamed  to  confess 

him  ?— Matt.  x.  33 ;  Mark  viii.  38. 

7.  What  did  Jesus  say  about  John  ? 

When  did  they  go  out  into'the  wilderness  to  see  him  ?— Matt.  iii. 

1,5. 
What  is  a  reed?    (A  plant  of  the  grass  family.) 
What  sort  of  character  may  be  compared  to  a  reed  thus  shaken  ? 

(Inconstant,  fickle.) 
Did  this  apply  to  John  ?    (No.) 
How  did  he  show  his  firmness  ?— See  Matt.  iii.  7 ;  Mark  vi.  18. 

8.  What  did  he  ask  them  a  second  time? 

What  do  you  mean  b.v  soft  raiment?    (Fine,  costly  clothing.) 
How  was  John  dressed  ?— Matt.  iii.  4. 

9.  What  further  did  he  ask  them? 
What  did  he  say  John  was  ? 

What  is  &  prophet?    (One  who  predicts  future  events.) 
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Did  the  people  think  John  was  a  prophet  ?— Mark  xi.  82. 
How  was  John  more  than  a  prophet?    (He  was  the  immediate 
forerunner  of  the  Messiah.) 

10.  What  did  he  say  had  been  written  about  him  ? 
Where  had  this  been  written  ?— Mai.  iii  1. 

Before  whom  was  John  sent?    (Before  Christ.) 

11.  What  else  did  Jesus  say  about  John  ? 

In  what  was  John  greater  than  the  prophets  who  had  lived 
before  him  ?  (He  was  more  honoured  in  the  relation  he  sus- 
tained to  Christ.) 

Who  did  Jesus  say  was  greater  than  John  ? 

What  does  this  mean  ?  (Tlie  Christian  dispensation  is  greatly  in 
advance  of  tliat  wliich  John  preached,  and  those  who  teach 
Christ's  finished  work  are  more  honoured  than  John.) 

12.  What  then  did  the  Lord  say  ? 

What  is  meant  by  its  suffering  violence  ?— Luke  xvi.  16. 

13.  Wlio  had  prophesied  before  John? 

What  part  of  the  Old  Testament  is  called  </i^  laic?    (The  five 

books  of  Moses.) 
What  part  is  called  tlie  prophets  ?    (The  remaining  books  of  the 

Old  Testament.) 

14.  Who  did  Christ  say  Jolm  was? 
Where  is  his  coming  foretold  ?— ZSIal.  iv.  5. 
Was  John  really  Elijah  in  person  ?— Luke  i.  17. 
Why  did  Jesus  say  if  ye  icill  receive  it.'—Eze^.  ii.  5. 

15.  What  does  he  say  in  this  verse  ? 

Is  not  this,  then,  said  to  you  ?  ,     .  , 

A\Tiat  is  meant  by  this?    (That  it  should  be  heard  with  great 

attention.) 
.Hbw' must  you  hear? 
What  does  Jesus  say  of  him  thatheareth  and  doeth  not?— Matt. 

vii.  26,  27. 


LESSON  XXI. 

Death  of  John  the  Baptist. 

Who  is  called  the  forerunner  of  Christ? 
What  did  vou  learn  of  John  in  the  last  lesson? 
How  did  Christ  answer  John's  question  about  himself  ?— Matt, 
xi.  4,  5. 

Mark  vi.  14-29. 

14  And  king  Herod  heard  of  him;  i  was  risen  from  the  dead,  and  there- 
(for  his  name  was  spread  abroad ;)  fore  mighty  works  do  shew  forth 
and  he  said,  That  John  the  Baptist  '  themselves  in  him. 
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15  Others  said.  That  it  is  Elias. 
And  others  said.  That  it  is  a  prophet, 
or  as  one  of  the  prophets. 

IS  But  when  Herod  heard  thereof, 
he  said.  It  is  John,  whom  I  beheaded: 
he  is  risen  from  the  dead. 

17  For  Herod  himself  Iiad  sent  forth 
and  laid  hold  upon  John,  and  bound 
him  in  prison  for  Herodias'  sake,  his 
brother  Philip's  wife;  for  he  had 
married  her. 

18  For  John  had  said  unto  Herod, 
It  is  not  lawful  for  thee  to  have  thy 
brother's  wife. 

19  Therefore  Herodias  had  a  quar- 
rel against  him,  and  would  have 
killed  him  ;  but  she  could  not: 

20  For  Herod  feared  John,  know- 
ing that  he  was  a  just  man  and  a 
holy,  and  observed  him;  and  when 
he  heard  him,  he  did  many  things, 
and  he.ird  him  gladly. 

21  And  when  a  convenient  day  was 
come,  that  Herod  on  his  birthday 
made  a  supper  to  his  lords,  high 
captains,  and  chief  estates  of  Gali- 
lee: 

22  And  when  the  daughter  of  the 
said  Herodias  came  in,  and  danced, 
and  pleased  Herod  and  them  that 


sat  with  him,  the  king  said  nnto 
the  damsel.  Ask  of  me  whatsoever 
thou  wilt,  and  I  will  give  it  thee. 

23  And  he  sware  unto  her.  What- 
soever thou  shalt  ask  of  me,  I  will 
give  it  thee,  unto  the  half  of  my 
kingdom. 

24  And  she  went  forth,  and  said 
unto  her  mother.  What  shall  I  ask? 
And  she  said.  The  head  of  John  the 
Baptist. 

2.i  And  she  came  in  straightway 
with  haste  unto  the  king,  and  asked, 
saying,  I  will  that  thou  give  me  by 
and  by  in  a  charger  the  head  of  John 
the  Baptist. 

26  And  the  king  was  exceeding 
sorry  ;  yet  for  his  oath's  sake,  and 
for  their  sakes  which  sat  with  him, 
he  would  not  reject  her. 

27  And  immediately  the  king  sent 
an  executioner,  and  commanded  his 
head  to  be  brought:  and  he  went 
and  beheaded  him  in  the  prison, 

28  And  brought  his  head  in  a  char- 
ger, and  gave  it  to  the  damsel :  and 
the  damsel  gave  it  to  her  mother. 

29  And  when  his  disciples  heard  o/ 
it.  they  came  and  took  up  his  corpse, 
and  laid  it  in  a  tomb. 


14.  Who  heard  of  Christ  about  this  time? 

How  had  Christ's  name  been  spread  abroad  ?    (By  the  miracles 

which  he  had  performed,and  the  preaching  of  the  apostles.) 
Wliat  did  Herod  .say  ? 
AVhal  Herod  was  this  ?    (Herod  Antipas.) 
What  is  he  called  in  Matt.  xiv.  1? 

15.  What  did  others  say? 

Whom  did  they  mean  by  Elias?— Mai.  iv.  5. 
What  did  otliei's  say  ? 

How  might  all  these  people  have  known  who  Jesus  really  was? 
—John  V.  39,  40,  46,  47. 

16.  What  did  Herod  say? 

What  is  meant  by  beheaded  ? "  (Put  to  death  by  having  the  head 
cut  off.) 

17.  What  had  Herod  done  to  John  ? 
Why  had  he  done  it  ? 

Who  was  Philip  ?— Luke  iii.  1. 

IS.  What  had  John  said  to  Herod? 

Was  her  true  husband  living  at  this  time  ?    (Yes.) 

Was  Herod's  wife  living'?-^ 

Why  was   not   John  afraid   to  speak   thus  to   king   Herod  ? 


*  See  Union  Bible  Dictionary,  art.  Herod  Antipas. 
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(Because  it  was  his  duty,  and  he  desired  to  please  God  rather 
than  man.) 

19.  How  did  Herodias  feel  towards  John  ? 
What  would  she  have  done  if  she  conld  ? 

Why  was  she  offended  with  John  ?  (He  had  reproved  her  wicked- 
ness.) 

How  should  we  feel  towards  those  who  tell  us  of  our  sins?— 
Ps,  cxli.  5. 

20.  Why  could  not  Herodias  cause  John  to  be 
killed? 

What  sort  of  a  man  did  Herod  know  John  to  he? 

What  is  it  to  be  just  and  hoUj  ?    (Upright  and  pious.) 

How  could  this  make  Herod /ea?-  John  ?  (He  %vas  afraid  of  being 
rebuked  for  his  sins.) 

What  is  meant  by  observed  him?    (Respected  him.) 

Had  John  any  intluenee  over  him? 

Does  this  mean  that  Herod  became  a  Christian  ?    (No.) 

Can  you  think  of  any  class  of  persons  who  are  like  Herod  in 
this  respect? 

What  would  Herod  not  do  that  John  told  him  ?  (Separate  from 
Herodias.) 

Suppose  a  person  should  keep  all  the  commandments  but  one  : 
would  that  excuse  his  sin?— James  ii.  10. 

Suppose  a  child  should  read  the  Bible,  and  pray,  and  be  obe- 
dient to  his  parents,  and  hear  instruction  gladly,  and  yet  con- 
tinue to  sin,  what  is  his  condition? 

What  did  the  Lord  say  of  such  persons?— Matt.  vil.  21-23. 

21.  What  did  Herod  do  on  his  birthday  ? 

Who  were  the  persons  mentioned  here  ?  (The  chief  men  of  the 
kingdom.) 

22.  What  did  the  daughter  of  Herodias  do  ? 
What  did  the  king  say  to  her  ? 

23.  What  did  Herod  do  further? 
What  is  it  to  swear  ?    (To  declare  upon  oath.) 
What  did  he  promise  ? 

What  was  wrong  in  this  ?    (It  was  rash  and  wicked.) 

24.  What  did  she  do  when  Herod  had  sworn  this 
to  her? 

What  did  her  mother  say  ? 

Why  did  her  mother  make  'such  a  choice?  (To  gratify  her 
resentment.) 

25.  What  did  she  then  do  ? 
What  did  she  say? 

What  is  a  charger?  "(A  large  dish.) 

26.  How  did  the  king  fael  ? 

Why  was  he  sorry  ?  (He  was  sorry  to  murder  a  man  whom  he 
Icnew  to  be  just  and  holy,  and  he  wa3  afraid  of  the  efifect'on  the 
people.) 
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Why  "would  he  not  refuse  to  do  it? 

What  is  meant  by  that?  (He  thought  he  was  bound  to  do  It  by 
his  oath.) 

How  does  the  Apostle  James  speak  of  oaths?— James  v.  12. 

Were  Herod's  excuses  for  his  wickedness  good  in  the  sight  of 
God?  (Nothing  can  make  it  right  for  us  to  break  God's  com- 
mandments.) 

Was  Herod  bound  by  this  oath  ?    (No.) 

What  warning  does  this  give  about  hasty  promises  ? 

27.  What  did  tlie  king  immediately  do  ? 

What  is  an  executioner  ? 

What  did  the  executioner  do  ? 

38.  What  was  done  with  the  head? 

What  do  you  think  was  the  cliaracter  of  this  young  woman? 

Was  she  bound  to  do  as  her  wicked  mother  desired? 

29.  What  became  of  John's  body? 

What  do  j'ou  suppose  became  of  his  soul  ?    (It  went  to  bliss : 

Acts  vii.  55,  56,  59.) 
Was  not  this  a  joyful  release  for  him?— Rev.  xiv.  13. 
How  should  people  regard  the  death  of  just  and  holy  men  ?— 

1  Thess.  iv.  13,  14. 
What  proof  does  this  history  give  of  the  wickedness  of  the 

human  heart?    (John  had  done  nothing  deserving  death ;  but 

Herodias  hated  him,  and  in  revenge  had  him  murdered.) 
How  does  it  prove  the  necessity  of  the  heart  being  changed? 

(It  shows  that  the  heart  is  desperately  wicked,  and  not  tit  for 

heaven.) 
Is  it  probable  that  Herod  ever  felt  that  the  preaching  of  John 

was  true  ?— See  ver.  20. 
How  does  sin  put  a  stop  to  serious  thoughts  ? 
Do  you  know  what  became  of  the  sinful  family?* 
What  does  the  apostle  say  of  those  who  have  been  shown  the 

right  way,  but  will  not  go  in  it  ?— 2  Pet.  ii.  21,  22. 


LESSON   XXII. 


Five  Thousand  Persons  miraculouslij  fed. 

\      Mark  vi.  30-44. 


30  Aud  the  apostles  gathered  them- 
selves together  unto  Jesu^aud  told 
him  all  things,  both  what  tliey  had 
done,  and  what  they  had  taii^ht. 

31  And  he  said  unto   them,  "Qome 


je  yourselves  apart  into  a  desert 
place,  and  rest  a  while:  for  there 
were  many  coming  and  going,  and 
they  had  no  leisure  so  much  as  to 
eat. 


*  See  Union  Bible  Dictionary. 
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32  And  they  departed  into  a  desert 
place  by  ship  privately. 

33  And  the  people  saw  them  depart- 
ing, and  many  knew  him,  and  ran 
afoot  thither  out  of  all  cities,  and 
outwent  them,  and  came  together 
unto  him. 

34  And  Jesus,  when  he  came  out, 
Baw  much  people,  and  was  moved 
with  compassion  toward  them,  be- 
cause they  were  as  sheep  not  having 
a  shepherd:  and  he  began  to  teach 
them  many  things. 

35  And  when  the  day  was  now  far 
spent,  his  disciples  came  unto  him, 
and  said.  This  is  a  desert  place,  and 
now  the  time  is  far  passed : 

36  Send  them  away,  that  they  may 
go  into  the  country  round  about,  and 
into  the  villages,  and  buy  themselves 
bread:  for  they  have  nothing  to  eat. 

37  He  answered  and  said  unto  them, 
Give  ye  them  to  eat.  And  they  say 
unto  iiim,  Shall  we  go  and  buy  two 


hundred  penny-worth  of  bread,  and 
give  them  to  eat? 

38  He  said  unto  them.  How  many 
loaves  have  3"e  ?  go  and  see.  And 
when  they  knew,  they  say,  Five,  and 
two  fishes. 

39  And  he  commanded  them  to 
make  all  sit  down  by  companies 
upon  the  green  grass. 

40  And  they  sat  down  in  ranks,  by 
hundreds,  and  b}-  fifties. 

41  And  when  he  had  taken  the  five 
loaves  and  the  two  fishes,  he  looked 
up  to  heaven,  and  blessed,  and  brake 
the  loaves,  and  gave  them  to  his  dis- 
ciples to  set  before  them;  and  tha 
two  fishes  divided  he  among  them  all. 

42  And  thay  did  all  eat,  and  were 
filled. 

43  And  they  took  up  twelve  baskets 
full  of  the  fragments,  and  of  the 
fishes. 

44  And  they  that  did  eat  of  the 
loaves  were  about  five  thousand  men. 


30.  Who  came  to  Jesus  ? 

Where  was  he  at  this  time?— See  Luke  ix.  10. 

Where  is  Bethsaida?    (This  Bethsaida  was  at  the  northeastern 

extremity  of  the  Sea  of  Tiberias.    It  was  alterwards  called 

Julias.) 
WliHt  did  they  tell  him? 
Who  were  the  apostles?— Luke  vi.  13-16. 
AS'here  had  they  b(^en  ?— See  ver.  7. 
What  had  they  been  doing  ?— !See  ver.  12,  13. 

31.  Wliat  did  Jesus  say  to  them? 

What  did  he  mean  by  apart'?    (Awa.y  from  the  multitude) 
What  is  a  desert  place  ?    (A  place  thinly  inhabited.) 
Why  did  lie  take  them  apart  V 

Why  were  so  many  going  and  coming?    (They  came  to  hear  or 
see  Jesus,  or  to  be  healed  by  him.) 

32.  Where  did  they  go? 
J  low  did  they  go? 
Where  wej"e  they  ?— John  vi.  1. 

3:$.  Did  they  get  to  be  alone  ? 

What  is  the  uxca.n\nQO?  outwent  them?  (Reached  the  place  before 

them.) 
Whj^  were  the  people  so  anxious  to  be  with  Jesus?— John  vi.  2. 
What  should  you  Team  from  the  diligence  of  tiiese  people  to  go 

where  they  could  hear  Jesus  and  see  his  wonderful  works  ? 

34.  Was  Jesus  displeased  because  the  people  cam© 
after  hixu  ? 
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Why  did  he  pity  them  ? 

How  were  they  like  sheep  without  a  shepherd  ?  (They  had  no 
religious  teachers  or  guides.) 

What  did  lie  do  lor  them? 

What  did  he  teach  them?— Lutce  ix.  11. 

What  else  did  he  do  ?— Luke  ix.  11,  last  clause. 

Which  of  these  was  of  the  greater  importance  to  the  people? 
(What  he  taught  them  :  James  iv.  14.) 

Think  of  this  whole  scene,  and  tell  me  how  it  shows  the  kind- 
ness of  Christ  and  his  desire  for  the  spiritual  good  of  the 
people. 

What  nations  now  may  be  called  "  sheep  without  a  shepherd"  ? 
(Heathen  nations.) 

Who  in  Christian  countries  may  be  called  so  ?  (Those  who  are 
not  instructed  in  the  gospel.) 

Is  Christ  as  kind  now  as  he  was  in  Btthsaida  ?— Heb.  xiii.  8. 

What  may  his  people  say  of  him  ?— Read  Ps.  xxiii. 

35.  How  long  did  Jesus  continue  to  teach  and  heal 
the  people  ? 

What  did  Ms  disciples  say  to  him? 

36.  What  did  they  wish  him  to  do  ? 

37.  What  did  Jesus  tell  them  to  do? 
What  did  he  say  before  that  ?— See  John  vi.  5. 
What  did  they  answer  him? 

How  much  was  a  penny  ?    (About  flfteen  cents.) 

38.  What  did  Jesus  then  say  to  them  ? 
What  had  they  ? 

Could  so  small  a  quantity  supply  many  people  ? 

39.  What  did  Jesus  command  the  disciples  to  do  ? 

40.  How  did  they  sit  down  ? 

What  are  meant  by  ranks  ?    (Separate  companies.) 

41.  What  did  Jesus  do  then  ? 

What  is  meant  by  his  looking  up  to  heaven  and  blessing?    (He 

asked  a  blessing  on  the  food.) 
Why  should  we  thank  God  at  our  meals  ?    (It  is  he  who  gives 

them  to  us.) 
How  were  the  bread  and  fishes  distributed? 

42.  Who  ate  ? 

Had  they  all  enough  ?— See  Matt.  xiv.  20. 

43.  Was  there  any  left? 

How  came  they  to  think  of  gathering  what  was  left  ?— John  vi. 

12. 
What  should  this  teach  us  ? 
How  much  had  they  at  first  ?— Ver.  38. 

44.  How  many  ate  of  the  loaves? 
Were  there  none  but  men  ?— See  Matt.  xiv.  21. 

What  did  this  prove  about  Christ  ?   (That  he  was  the  Messiah.) 
Had  it  this  effect  ?— >See  John  vi.  14. 
7 
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What  did  the  people  wish  to  do  ?— John  vi.  15. 

What  did  some  of  them  afterwards  do  ?— John  vi.  24. 

Wlnit  Wius  their  object?— John  vi.  26.    (Read  John  vi.  27-29.  35.) 

^\'hat  would  you  think  of  the  people  if  they  had  despised  th© 

t:indness  of  the  Saviour  and  refused  to  talie  the  food  he  gave 

til  em  ? 
IIow,  ilien,  do  you  think  those  must  appear  in  the  sight  of  God, 

who  reject  the  bread  of  life  ? 


LESSON  XXIII. 

TJie  Man  at  the  Fool  of  Betliesda, 

John  v.  2-16. 


2  Now  there  is  at  Jerusalem  by  the 
sheep  market  a.  pool,  whicli  is  called 
in  tlie  Hebrew  tongue  Bethesda,  hav- 
ing five  porches. 

3  lu  these  lay  a  great  multitude  of 
im{)oteiit  folk,  of  blind,  halt,  with- 
ered, waiting  for  the  moving  of  the 
water.  . 

4  For  an  angel  went  down  at  a  cer- 
tain season  into  the  pool,  and  trou- 
bled the  water:  whosoever  then  first 
after  the  troubling  of  the  water 
stepped  in  was  made  whole  of  what- 
soever disease  he  had. 

5  And  a  certain  man  was  there, 
which  had  an  infirmity  thirty  and 
eight  years. 

6  When  Jesus  saw  him  lie,  and 
knew  that  he  had  been  now  along 
time  j)i  that  cane,  he  saith  uuto  him, 
AVilt  thou  be  made  whole  ? 

7  The  impotent  man  answered  him, 
Sir,  I  have  no  man,  when  the  water 
is  troubled,  to  put  me  into  the  pool  : 
but  while  I  am  coming,  another  step- 
peth  down  before  me. 

8  Josus  saith  unto  him,  Rise,  take 
up  thy  bed,  and  v.  alk. 

9  And  immediately   the  maa  was 


made  whole,  and  took  \ip  his  bed, 
and  walked:  and  on  the  same  day 
was  the  sabbath. 

10  ^  The  Jews  therefore  said  unto 
him  that  was  cured,  It  is  the  sabbath 
day:  it  is  not  lawful  for  thee  to  carry 
thy  bed. 

11  He  answered  them,  He  that 
made  me  whole,  the  same  said  unto 
me,  Take  up  thy  bed,  and  walk. 

12  Then  asked  they  him.  What 
man  is  that  which  said  unto  thee. 
Take  up  thy  bed,  and  walk  ? 

13  And  he"thatwas  healed  wist  not 
who  it  was.  for  Jesus  had  conveyed 
himself  away,  a  multitude  being  in 
that  place. 

14  Afterward  Jesus  findeth  him  in 
the  temple,  and  said  unto  him,  Be- 
hold, thou  art  made  whole:  sin  no 
more,  lest  a  worse  thing  come  unto 
thee. 

15  The  man  departed,  and  told  the 
Jews  that  it  was  Jesus,  which  had 
made  him  whole. 

l(j  And  therefore  did  the  Jews  per- 
secute Jesus,  and  sought  to  sl.",y  him, 
because  he  had  done  "these  things  on 
the  sabbath  day. 


2.  What  place  is  mentioned  in  this  verse? 
What  was  it  called  in  Hebrew? 
What  is  apool  ?     (A  small  lake  or  pond.) 
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What  Is  the  English  of  Bethesda  ?    (The  house  of  mercy.) 
"What  were  the  porches  ?    (Colonnades  or  covered  places  in  which 
the  sick  could  be  placed.) 

3.  Who  lay  in  the  porches  ? 

What  are  impotent  folk  ?    (Those  without  strength.) 

Who  are  meant  by  the  halt"?    (The  lame.) 

Who  by  the  withered  l    (Those  wlio  had  a  certain  kind  of  palsy.) 

What  were  they  waiting  for  ? 

4.  What  was  that? 

What  is  meant  bj'  him.  troubling  the  water  ?  (Moving  or  agitating 

it.) 
What  effect  had  this? 
What  is  it  to  be  made  whole  ?    (To  be  cured.) 
What  diseases  did  it  cure  ? 

5.  What  man  is  spoken  of? 

What  is  meant  by  infirmity  ?    (Sickness  or  weakness.) 

6.  Who  saw  this  man  on  the  porch? 
What  did  he  say  to  him  ? 

7.  Why  had  he  not  been  cured  ? 
Why  did  he  not  go  in  afterwards  ?— See  ver.  4. 

8.  What  did  Jesus  say  to  him  ? 

Why  did  the  Lord  tell  hiin  to  take  up  his  bed  ?    (That  those 

around  might  see  that  he  was  entirely  cured.) 
Was  he  able  to  walk?    (No:  he  needed  some  one  to  put  him 

into  the  pool.) 
Do  you  think  he  supposed  he  could  now  walk  ? 

9.  What  was  immediately  done  to  him  ? 
What  did  he  do? 

On  what  day  M'as  this  done  ? 

10.  Wl^at  did  the  Jews  say  to  the  man  ? 

Why  did  the  Jews  say  this?   '(They  were  strict  In  external 

duties.) 
What  law  did  they  probably  refer  to?— Jer.  xvii.  21.  22. 
What  was  the  difference  between  the  burdens  there  mentioned 

and  such  as  this  man  carried  ?— See  Neh.  xiii.  15, 16. 

11.  How  did  the  man  answer  the  Jews? 
What  did  he  mean  they  should  understand  by  that? 

12.  What  did  the  Jews  then  ask  the  man? 

Why  did  they  ask  him  this  question?    (They  desired  to  infnct 
punishment  for  what  they  called  a  violation  of  the  law.) 

13.  Did  he  know  who  Jesus  was? 
What  is  the  meaning  of  wist  not  ?    (Knew  not) 
Why  did  he  not  know  ? 
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14.  Where  did  Jesus  meet  the  man  afterwards? 
What  did  he  say  to  him  ? 

What  worse  thing  would  he  suffer  if  he  sinned  again  ?  (It  might 
be,  a  worse  disease,  or,  if  he  died  imi^enitent,  eternal  death.)    , 

If  those  wliom  the  Lord  has  raised  from  sickness  sin  again, 
what  have  they  reason  to  lear  ? 

What  are  the  wages  of  sin  ?— Kom.  vi.  '23. 

How  is  death  the  wages  of  sin  ?  (It  is  the  stipulated  and  deserved 
reward.) 

15.  Did  the  man  ever  find  out  who  had  cured  him? 
What  did  ho  do  ? 

16.  What  did  the  Jews  do? 

What  was  tlieir  pretence  for  wishing  to  kill  him  ? 

Had  he  broken  the  Sabbath  ?    (No.) 

What  is  the  rule  on  this  subject?— Matt.  xii.  12. 

What  are  some  of  the  ways  in  whicli  it  is  lawful  to  do  good  on 

tlie  sabbath-day  ?    (In  doing  works  of  necessity  or  mercy.) 
What  example  did  our  Lord  set  hi  this  ?— Matt.  xii.  1 ;  Mark  iii. 

2-5;  John  ix.  14;  Luke  iv.  IG. 
What  sect  among  the  Jews  was  the  most  careful  to  observe  the 

Sabbath  ?    (The  Pharisees.) 
Is  it  enough  it  we  attend  public  worship  and  do  no  work  on  that 

day  ?— Jsa.  Iviii.  18,  14. 
Can  you  tell  in  lew  words  what  took  place  after  this  occurrence? 

— Ver.  17-17. 
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Opinions  about  Christ. 


Matthew  xvi.  13-27. 


13  K  When  Jesus  came  into  the 
coasts  of  Cesarea  PhiHppi,  he  asked 
his  disciples,  saying.  Whom  do  men 
Bay  that  I,  the  Son  of  man,  am  ? 

14  And  they  said.  Some  srii/  that 
thou  art  John  the  Baptist;  some, 
Elias ;  and  others,  Jeremias,  or  one 
of  the  prophets. 

15  lie  saith  unto  them,  But  whom 
say  ye  tliat  I  am  ? 

1(5  And  Simon  Peter  answered  and 
gaid.  Thou  art  the  Christ,  the  Son 
of  the  Uving  God. 


17  And  Jesus  answered  and  said 
unto  him,  Blessed  art  thou,  Simon 
Bar-jona:  for  iiesh  and  blood  hath 
not  revealed  it  unto  thee,  but  my 
Father  which  is  in  heaven. 

18  And  I  say  also  unto  thee.  That 
thou  art  Peter,  and  upon  this  rock 
I  will  build  my  church:  and  the  gates 
of  hell  shall  not  prevail  against  it. 

19  And  I  will  give  unto  thee  the 
keys  of  the  kingdom  of  heaven :  and 
whatsoever  thou  shalt  bind  on  earth 

1  shall  be  bound  in  heaven ;  and  what- 
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soever  thou  shalt  loose  on  earth  shall 
be  loosed  in  heaven. 

20  Then  charged  he  his  disciples 
that  they  should  tell  no  man  that  he 
■was  Jesus  the  Christ. 

21  f  From  that  time  forth  began 
Jesus  to  shew  unto  his  disciples,  how 
that  he  must  go  unto  Jerusalem,  and 
suffer  many  things  of  the  elders  and 
chief  priests  and  scribes,  and  be 
killed,  and  be  raised  again  the  third 
day. 

22  Then  Peter  took  him,  and  be- 
gan to  rebuke  him,  saving.  Be  it  far 
from  thee.  Lord :  this  shall  not  be  unto 
thee. 

23  But  he  turned,  and  said  unto 
Peter,  Get  thee  behind  me,  Satan : 
thou  art  an  offence  unto  me  :  for  thou 


savourest  not  the  things  that  be  of 
God,  but  those  that  be  of  men. 

24  ^  Then  said  Jesus  unto  his  dis- 
ciples. If  any  »io)i  will  come  after 
me,  let  him  deny  himself,  and  take 
up  his  cross,  and  follow  me. 

2o  For  whosoever  will  save  his 
life  shall  lose  it:  and  whosoever  will 
lose  his  life  for  my  sake  shall  find 
it. 

26  For  what  is  a  man  profited,  if 
he  shall  gain  the  whole  world,  and 
lose  his  own  soul?  or  what  shall  a 
man  give  in  exchange  for  his 
soul? 

27  For  the  Son  of  man  shall  come 
in  tlio  glory  of  is  Father  with  his 
angel.'i :  and  then  he  shall  reward 
every  man  according  to  his  works. 

13.  Where  did  Jesus  come? 

In  what  part  of  Palestine  was  this  city  ?    (The  north.) 

Was  there  another  Cesarea?    (Yes  :  on  the  Mediterranean.) 

What  did  Jesus  ask  liis  disciples  ? 

How  had  he  been  engaged  before  he  asked  this  question?— See 

Luke  ix.  18. 
Why  did  our  Lord  call  himself  the  Son  of  man  ?    (He  is  God 

manifest  in  the  flesh.) 
Why  do  you  suppose  Jesus  asked  what  men  said  of  him  ?    (To 

test  and  confirm  the  faith  of  his  disciples.) 

14.  How  did  they  answer  him  ? 

Was  John  the  Baptist  living  ?— Matt.  xiv.  10, 11. 

Why  did  they  think  Christ  was  he?    (Because  of  his  mighty 

works.) 
Who  were  Elias  and  ,Ieremias  ?    (Elijah  and  Jeremiah.) 
Why  did  the  Jews  suppose  Christ  to  be  some  one  risen  from  the 

dead?    (From  his  supernatural  power.) 

15.  What  did  he  ask  his  disciples  ? 

16.  Wliich  of  the  disciples  answered? 
What  did  he  say  ? 

What  is  the  meaning  of  the  name  Chriat  ?    (The  anointed.) 

How  is  this  related  bv  Luke?— Luke  ix.  20. 

Is  this  all  that  is  meant  bv  believing  in  Christ?  (We  must  be- 
lieve in  him  and  trust  only  in  the  atonement  which  he  has 
made.) 

What  did  our  Lord  sav  ?— Luke  vi.  46. 

What  is  one  of  these  things  ?— Matt.  xvi.  24-26. 

17.  What  did  Jesus  say  to  Peter? 

What  is  the  meaning  of  Bnr-iona  ?    (Son  of  Jona.) 
What  is  here  meant  hy  flesh  and  blood  ?    (Human  means.) 
What  was  it  that  Peter  had  not  learned  from  flesh  and  blood  ? 
(That  Jesas  was  the  Son  of  God.) 
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Who  alone  can  teach  this  knowledge  of  Christ  ?— 1  Cor.  xii.  3. 
Bv  what  shall  you  judge  whether  you  know  Christ  aright  ?—l 

John  ii.  3,  4. 
What  has  Christ  promised  to  those  who  know  him?— John  xvii. 

2,3. 

18.  What  did  Jesiis  further  say  to  Peter? 

What  is  the  English  of  Peter  ?    (A  rock.) 

How  are  the  apostles  spoken  of  in  other  places  in  this  manner? 

— Eph.  ii.  20;  Rev.  xxi.  11. 
What  is  Christ  called  by  Peter  himself?—!  Pet.  ii.  6,  7. 
Who  is  the  chief  foundation  of  the  church  ?— 1  Cor.  iii.  11. 
What  promise  is  given  to  tlie  ciiurch? 
What  are  meant  by  the  gates  of  hell  ?* 

19.  What  else  did  Jesus  say  to  Peter  ? 

20.  What  did  Jesus  charge  his  disciples? 

Why  did  he  give  this  charge?  (The  time  to  promulgate  it  had 
not  come,  and  the  opposition  it  would  arouse  would  hinder  his 
work.) 

21.  What  did  Jesus  foretell  to  his  disciples  ? 

Who  were  the  elders,  chief  priests,  and  scribes  ?  (Members  of  the 

Sanhedrim.) 
Whv  did  he  show  these  things  beforehand  to  his  disciples  ?— John 

ii.  22. 
Had  he  alwavs  known  what  was  to  happen  to  him  ?— Luke  xxiv. 

44;  John  vi.  64. 
Could  he  have  avoided  it?— John  x.  17, 18. 
How  did  it  prove  his  love  for  men  that  he  did  not  avoid  it?— 

John  XV.  1-3. 

22.  What  did  Peter  do  and  say? 

What  is  it  to  rebuke?    (The  word  here  expresses  Peter's  earnest 

desire  that  this  should  not  be. ) 
Wliy  did  Peter  say  this  ?    (He  loved  Jesus,  and  could  not  bear  to 

hear  that  his  death  was  near.) 
Did  the  apostles  know  before  this  that  the  Lord  was  to  be  killed  ? 

(No.) 

23.  What  did  Jesus  say  to  Peter  ? 

What  does  the  word  Satan  mean  ?    (An  adversary.) 
To  what  wicked  being  is  it  generally  applied  ?    (The  devil.) 
How  did  it  apply  to  Peter?    (His  "wishes  were  adverse  or  con- 
trary to  our  Saviour's  designs.) 
Wliat  is  the  ineaning  of  otrenre,  here  ?    (A  stumbling-block.) 
What  did  Christ  mean  bv  saving.  "  Thou  savourest  not  the  things 
that  be  of  God"  ?    (Thou  thinkest  not  of  this  matter  as  God 
does.) 

21.  What  did  Jesus  then  say? 
To  whom  did  he  say  this  ?— See  Mark  viii.  34. 
What  is  it  to  go  after  Christ  ?    (To  obej'  his  requirements.) 
Why  are  Christians  called  the  followers  of  Christ?    (They  must 
take  his  life  as  their  example.) 

*  See  Biblical  Antiquities,  ch.  vii,  §  2. 
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What  is  it  to  deny  one's  self?  (To  give  up  self-indulgence  and 
worldly  ease.) 

Why  must  the  disciples  of  Christ  be  self-denying?— Rom.  viii.  7; 
Tit.  ii.  11,  12. 

What  is  meant  by  taking  up  the  cross?  (To  cheerfully  bear  what- 
ever is  trying  or  burdensome  in  serving  Christ.) 

25.  What  did  our  Lord  declare? 

Can  you  explain  this  verse?  (He  that  is  anxious  only  for  the 
things  of  this  life  shall  lose  eternal  life,  but  he  who  is  willing 
to  risk  comfort  and  life  for  Christ's  sake  shall  find  salvation.) 

What  is  meant  by  losing  one's  life  for  Christ's  sake?  (To  sutler 
loss  and  sacrifice,  or  even  lay  down  the  life,  for  his  cause.) 

What  does  Mark  add  ?— Mark  viii.  -35. 

How  shall  he  find  it  ?— John  x.  27,  28. 

Did  many  oi"  the  first  disciples  of  Christ  lose  their  lives  for  his 
take?    (Yes:  many.) 

26.  What  did  Jesus  then  ask? 

What  is  it  to  to.se  the  soul?    (To  die  eternally.) 

Why  will  the  soul  be  lost  if  Christ  is  not  followed?— John  xiv.  6. 

Why  is  the  soul  more  valuable  than  tlic  world  ? 

Suppose  a  man  should  gain  all  the  world,  how  long  could  he 

keep  it  ? 
But  if  his  soul  is  lost,  how  long  will  it  be  lost  ?— Matt,  xx  v.  46. 
Why  does  a  man  run  a  great  risk  of  losing  his  soul  if  he  " 

the  world?— 1  John  ii.  15,  16. 
What  is  meant  by  giving  in  exchange  for  the  soul  ?    (Giving  as 

a  ransom.) 
Can  any  man  redeem  his  own  soul  ?    (No :  Christ  is  the  only 

Redeemer:  1  Peter  i.  18,  19.) 
Then,  if  Christ  is  neglected,  is  it  possible  for  a  sinner  to  save 

himself  ?— Acts  iv.  12. 
How  is  this  told  by  Luke  ?— Luke  ix.  25. 

27.  Who  will  come  to  judge  men? 
How  shall  ho  come? 

What  did  he  add  ?— Luke  ix.  26, 

What  shall  he  then  do? 

Why  are  the  works  or  actions  of  people  to  be  brought  up  in  the 

day  of  judgment?— Matt.  xii.  33. 
In  what  sense  will  men  be  rewarded  according  to  their  worArs  ?— 

Rom.  ii.  6-9. 
Shall  you  appear  before  the  Son  of  man  on  that  day? 
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LESSON  XXV. 

Hie  Tra  nsfigtiration. 

Where  was  Jesus  when  he  gave  the  instructions  mentioned  in 
the  last  lesson  ? 


Matthew  xvii.  1-lC 


1  And  after  six  days  Jesus  taketh 
Peter,  James,  and  John  his  brother, 
and  bringeth  them  up  into  a  high 
mountain  apart, 

2  And  was  transfigured  before 
them:  and  his  face  did  shine  as  the 
sun,  and  his  raiment  was  white  as 
the  light. 

3  And,  behold,  there  appeared  unto 
them  Moses  and  £Iias  talking  with 
him. 

4  Then  answered  Peter,  and  said 
unto  Jesus,  Lord,  it  is  good  for  us  to 
be  here:  if  tliou  wilt,  let  ns  make 
three  tabernacles  ;  one  for  thee,  and 
one  for  Moses,  and  one  for  Elias. 

.5  While  he  yet  spake,  behold,  a 
bright  cloud  'overshadowed  them: 
and  behold  a  voice  out  of  the  cloud, 
which  said.  This  is  ray  beloved  Son, 
in  whom  I  am  well  pleased  ;  hear  ye 
him. 

6  And  when  the  disciples  heard  it, 
they  fell  on  their  face,  and  were  sore 
afraid. 


7  And  Jesus  came  and  touched 
them,  and  said.  Arise,  and  be  not 
afraid. 

8  And  when  they  had  lifted  np 
their  eyes,  they  saw  no  man,  save 
Jesus  only. 

9  And  as  they  came  down  from  the 
mountain,  Jesus  charged  them,  say- 
ing. Tell  the  vision  to  no  man,  until 
the  Son  of  man  be  risen  again  from 
the  dead. 

10  And  his  disciples  asked  him, 
saj'ing.  Why  then  say  the  scribes 
that  Elias  must  first  come  ? 

11  And  Jesus  answered  and  said 
unto  them,  Elias  truly  shall  first 
come,  and  restore  all  things. 

12  But  I  say  unto  you.  That  Elias 
is  come  already,  and  they  knew  him 
not,  but  have  done  unto  him  whatso- 
ever they  listed.  Likewise  shall  also 
the  Son  of  man  suffer  of  them. 

1.3  Then  the  disciples  understood 
that  he  spake  unto  them  of  John  the 
Baptist. 


1.  What  did  the  Lord  do  next? 
What  did  thev  go  for  ?— See  Luke  ix.  28. 
What  time  was  it,  probably  '.'—See  Luke  ix.  32. 

On  wliat  other  occasions  did  he  select  these  three  disciples  ?— 

Mark  xiv.  33,  v.  37. 
Where  did  he  brinsj  them? 
Does  Peter  ever  mention  this?— 2  Pet.  i.  16-18. 
JIow  does  John  seem  to  allude  to  it?— John  L  14. 

2.  What  took  place  ? 

What  is  the  meaning  of  trawfipurcd  ?    (Changed  in  outward 

appearance.) 
What  was  Jesus  doing  when  he  was  transfigured?— Luke  ix.  29. 
WJiat  ciiaiiire  took  piaee  in  his  face  and  raiment? 

What  do  you  mean  b.v  raiment?    (Clothing.) 
IIow  does  Mark  describe  it  ?— Mark  ix.  3. 

3.  Who  appeared  with  Jesus? 

Who  was  Moses  ?    (The  great  lawgiver  of  the  Jews.) 

Do  you  know  how  long  Moses  had  been  dead?    (About  1483 

years.) 
What  account  have  we  of  the  death  of  Moses  ?— Deut.  xxxiv.  5, 6. 
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Had  Elijah  died  ?-2  Kings  ii.  11. 

How  long  before  our  tSaviour  was  born  did  that  take  place? 

(About  yOO  years.) 
On  what  subject  did  they  talk  with  Jesus?— Luke  ix.  31. 
If  God  could  cause  these  two  men  to  return,  is  it  not  as  easy  for 

him  to  cause  all  the  world  to  rise  from  ihe  dead? 
When  will  he  do  that  ?— John  xi.  24. 

4.  What  did  Peter  say  to  the  Lord  ? 

What  are  tabernacles  ?    (Tents.) 

Did  Peter  know  what  he  was  saying  ?— Luke  ix.  33. 

How  is  this  accounted  for  ?— fciee  Mark  Lx.  6,  and  Luke  ix.  32. 

5.  What  then  happened  ? 
What  was  heard? 

What  was  said  by  the  voice  ? 
Whose  voice  was  this  ?    (The  voice  of  God.) 
When  were  these  words  before  spoken  ?— Matt,  iii,  16, 17. 
What  command  was  <jiven? 
What  is  it  to  hear  Jesus  ?    (To  obey  him.) 

What  is  the  consequence  of  disobeying  this  command  ?— Acts  iiL 
22, 23. 

6.  What  did  the  disciples  do? 
What  increased  their  fear  ?— Luke  ix.  34. 

Why  should  men  fear  the  voice  of  God?— Isa.  lix.  %. 

Was  Adam  afraid  of  God  before  he  sinned  ?    (No.) 

What  effect  had  the  voice  of  God  upon  him  after  he  sinned  ? 

—Gen.  iii.  8. 
If  God  should  now  speak  his  will  by  a  voice  from  heaven,  how 

would  men  feel  ? 
How  does  he  now  speak  his  will  ?— Heb.  i.  2. 

7.  What  did  Jesus  do  and  say? 

8.  When  they  looked  up,  whom  did  they  see  ? 

9.  What  did  the  Lord  command  ? 

What  is  a  vision  I    (A  supernatural  appearance.) 
When  might  they  tell  of  it? 
Did  they  understaudthat  ?— Mark  ix.  10. 

10.  What  did  his  disciples  ask  him? 

What  prophecy  is  there  respecting  the  coming  of  Elijah  before 

Christ?— Mai.  iv.  5. 
Why  did  the  scribes  know  more  than  others  about  it?    (They 

were  the  teachers  and  interpreters  of  the  law.) 

11.  How  did  Jesus  answer  the  disciples? 

12.  What  else  did  he  say  to  them? 

Whom  did  he  mean  bv  Elias?    CJohn  the  Baptist.) 
What  is  meant  by  their  not  knowing  him?— Matt.  xxi.  32. 
What  is  the  meaning  of  they  have  clone  unto  him  whatsoever  they 

lifted  ?    (Just  what  thev  pleased.) 
What  had  they  done  to  him  ?— Mark  vi.  27,  28. 
What  did  Jesus  say  about  the  Son  of  man? 
Did  he  afterwards  suffer  of  them  ?— Matt,  xxvii. 
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13.  What  did  the  disciples  then  understand  ? 

Was  their  question  answered?    (Yes.) 

Why  did  Christ  pass  through  all  these  scenes?    (For  the  good 

of  man.) 
He  knows  every  feeling  that  you  have:  how  must  he  regard 

those  who  can  read  these  accounts  of  what  he  did  and  sutiered 

for  sinners,  and  still  not  be  afiected  7 
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CJivist  heals  the  Lepers,  and  sjieaJes  of  the  Kingdom 

of  God. 

Luke  xa-II.  11-30. 


11  Tf  And  it  came  to  pass,  as  he 
vent  to  Jerusalem,  that  he  passed 
through  the  midst  of  Samaria  and 
Galilee. 

12  And  as  he  entered  into  a  certain 
village,  there  met  him  ten  men  that 
were  lepers,  which  stood  afar  off: 

13  And  they  lifted  up  their  voices, 
and  said,  Jesus,  Master,  have  mercy 
on  us. 

14  And  when  he  saw  them,  he  said 
unto  them.  Go  shew  yourselves  unto 
the  jiriests.  And  it  came  to  pass,  that, 
as  they  went,  they  were  cleansed. 

15  And  one  of  thera,  when  he  saw 
that  he  was  healed,  turned  back,  and 
with  a  loud  voice  glorified  God, 

16  And  fell  down  on  his  face  at  his 
feet,  giving  him  thanks:  aud  he  was 
a  Samaritan. 

17  And  Jesus  answering  said,  Were 
there  not  ten  cleansed  ?  but  where 
are  the  nine? 

18  There  are  not  found  that  re- 
turned to  give  glory  to  God,  save  this 
stranger. 

19  And  he  said  unto  hira.  Arise,  go 
thy  way:  thy  faith  hath  made  thee 
whole. 

20  1[  And  when  he  was  demanded 
of  the  Pharisee.'?,  when  the  kingdom 
of  God  should  come,  ha  answered 
them  and  said.  The  kingdom  of  God 
Cometh  not  with  observation : 

21  Neither  shall  they  say,  Lo  here ! 


or,  Lo  there !  for,  behold,  the  king- 
dom of  God  is  within  j^ou. 

22  And  he  said  unto  the  disciples, 
The  days  will  come,  when  ye  shall 
desire  to  see  one  of  the  da^'s  of  the 
Son  of  man,  and  ye  shall  not  see  it. 

23  And  they  shall  say  to  you.  See 
here ;  or,  See  there :  go  not  after  them, 
nor  follow  them. 

24  For  as  the  lightning,  that  light- 
eneth  out  of  the  one  purl  under  hea- 
ven, shineth  unto  the  other  part 
under  heaven  ;  so  shall  also  the  Son 
of  man  be  in  his  day. 

25  But  first  must  he  suffer  many 
things,  and  be  rejected  of  this  gene- 
ration. 

2(5  And  as  it  was  in  the  days  of 
Noe,  so  shall  it  be  also  in  the  days 
of  the  Son  of  man. 

27  They  did  eat,  they  drank,  they 
married  wives,  they  were  given  ia 
marriage,  until  the  day  that  Noe 
entered  into  the  ark,  and  the  flood 
came,  and  destroyed  them  all. 

28  Likewise  also  as  it  was  in  the 
days  of  Lot;  they  did  eat,  they 
drank,  they  bought,  they  sold,  they 
planted,  they  builded : 

29  But  the  same  day  that  Lot  went 
out  of  Sodom  it  rained  fire  and  brim- 
stone from  heaven,  and  destroyed 
thrm  all. 

30  Even  thus  shall  it  be  in  the  day 
when  the  Son  of  man  is  revealed. 
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11.  To  what  place  was  Jesus  now  going? 
Tlirough  what  parts  of  the  land  did  he  pass? 

In  what  part  of  Palestine  is  Samaria?    (Between  Galilee  and 

Judea.) 
Which  way  from  Samaria  is  Galilee  ?    (North.) 

12.  What  happened  on  the  journey? 
What  are  lepers  ?    <Those  who  had  the  leprosy.) 

What  was  the  law  as  to  the  dwelling  ol'  lepers  ?— Num.  v.  3. 
Why  did  they  stand  afar  off?    (They  were  required  to  keep  at  n, 
distance  from  those  in  health.) 

13.  What  did  the  lepers  do? 
What  did  they  call  Jesus  ? 

14.  When  Jesus  saw  them,  what  did  he  say  ? 

When  were  lepers  required  to  show  themselves  to  the  priest?— 

Lev.  xiv.  2,  Ac, 
Did  they  go? 

How  did  this  show  their  faith  ?    (They  believed  in  his  power.) 
Were  they  healed  before  they  started  to  go  to  the  priest  ?    (No.) 
What  took  place  as  tliey  went  ? 
From  what  were  they  cleansed  ?    (From  leprosy.) 
Who  cleansed  them  ?    (Jesus.) 

15.  What  did  one  of  them  do  ? 

What  is  meant  here  by  his  glorifiiing  God  ?   (He  gave  thanks  and 

praise  to  God  for  his  recovery.) 
Why  should  we  glorify  God  for  everj' blessing?— James  i.  17. 
Do  persons  generally  think  of  thankins  God  when  they  aro 

recovered  from  sickness  ? 

IG.  What  else  did  he  do? 

At  whose  feet?    (Jesus'.) 

For  what  did  he  give  thanks  ?    (For  his  restoration  to  health.) 

What  was  this  man? 

What  opinion  had  the  Jews  of  the  Samaritans  ?— John  iv.  9. 

Does  not  every  blessing  still  come  through  Jesus  Christ?— Col.  i, 

19. 
How,  then,  should  every  person  feel  towards  him  who  is  save:l 

from  death  and  sickness  ?— Psalm  c.  4. 
What  had  become  of  the  nine  ?    (They  had  probably  gone  to  the 

priest.) 

17.  What  did  Jesus  ask  ? 

How  did  he  know  the  ten  were  all  cleansed  ?    (He  had  cleansed 
them.) 

18.  What  else  did  Jesus  say? 

\Vhy  was  this  man  called  a  stran'rier?  (He  was  not  an  Israelite  ) 
Do  not  persons  when  they  are  sick  often  praj',  and  determine  Iz 

serve  God  if  they  get  well  ? 
Why  do  they  do  this  then? 
Do  they  always  remember  these  resolutions? 
Does  God  remember  them?— Psalm  cxxxix.  4. 

19.  What  did  Jesus  say  to  the  Samaritan  ? 
"What  is  faith  ?    (Belief) 
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In  what  sense  did  his  faith  cure  him  ?  (It  led  him  to  apply  to 
Jesus.) 

20.  What  did  the  Pharisees  ask  Jesus? 

What  kind  of  kingdom  did  they  mean?  (The  reign  of  Messiah.) 

What  answer  did  Jesus  give? 

What  does  that  mean  ?— John  xviii.  36. 

Did  the  J  ews  expect  the  Messiah  would  be  a.great  king  ?    (Yes.) 

21.  Wliat  is  said  in  this  verse? 

What  does  he  mean  by  "  they  shall  not  say,  Lo  here,  or,  Lo 
there"  ?    (It  shall  not" attract  much  observation.) 

What  is  said  about  this  kingdom  in  Rom.  xiv.  17? 

How  shall  you  know  if  the  kingdom  of  God  is  within  you?— 1 
John  iii.  3;  1  John  iv.  13. 

Why  are  these  things  called  the  kingdom  of  God?— 2  Cor.  x.  5; 
Rom.  vi.  16. 

22.  What  did  Jesus  say  to  his  disciples? 

What  days  are  here  referred  to  ?  (The  time  of  trouble  that  was 
so  soon  to  come  upon  the  Jews.) 

23.  What  more  did  Jesus  say? 
What  did  he  mean  ?— Matt.  xxiv.  23,  24. 
Where  was  he  himself  going?— John  xx.  17. 

Were  the  disciples  in  danger  of  being  tempted  by  false  teachers  ? 

—Mark  xiii.  22. 
What  would  tliese  false  teachers  pretend  ?— Luke  xxi.  8. 
Do  you  know  what  Jewish  historian  has  given  an  account  of 

the  fulfilment  of  these  predictions  ?* 

24.  What  is  said  in  this  verse? 

What  is  meant  by  comparing  the  coming  of  Christ  to  the  light- 
ning?   CIt  should  be  sudden  and  unexpected.) 

To  what  two  great  events  will  all  this  description  apply?  (To 
the  destruction  of  Jerusalem,  and  to  the  coming  of  Christ  to 
destroy  the  world.) 

Do  you  know  any  thing  about  the  destruction  of  Jerusalem?! 

How  will  Christ  appear  to  his  enemies  at  the  last  judgment?— 
2  Thess.  1.  8,  9. 

25.  Wliat  was  first  to  take  place? 

What  things  are  here  meant?    (All  the  suflTerings  connected 

with  his  death.) 
What  were  some  of  his  sufferings?— Matt,  xxvii. 
How  was  Christ  rejected  by  the  Jews  ?    (They  would  not  believe 

he  was  the  Messiah.) 
How  is  he  rejected  now  ?— John  v.  40. 

26.  To  what  did  Jesus  liken  the  days  of  the  Son  of 
man  ? 

WhowasNoe?    (oSToah.) 

27.  How  did  the  people  act  in  the  time  of  Noah  ? 

*  Josephus. 

t  The  pupil  may  be  referred  to  a  book  in  the  library,  entitled 
"  Destruction  of  Jerusalem,"  bublished  by  the  American  Sun- 
day-School Union. 


THE    LIFE    OF    CHRIST. 


85 


What  Is  meant  by  this  ?  (They  were  attending  only  to  the  aflFairs 

of  this  life.) 
What  should  they  have  been  doing?    (Preparing  for  what  was 

coming  upon  them.) 
"What  became  of  them  ? 
Why  was  it  sent  to  destroy  them?— Gen.  vi.  12. 
Had  they  time  to  repent?—!  Pet.  iii.  20. 

28.  What  other  case  is  mentioned  ? 
Who  was  Lot  .^— Gen.  xi.  27. 

29.  What  became  of  Sodom? 

30.  What  would  be  like  that  day? 

In  what  respects  can  this  be  said  of  the  end  of  the  world,  as  well 

a.s  of  the  destruction  of  Jerusalem?— 2  Pet.  iii.  10. 
What  warning  should  this  give  to  us  ? 
Wliat  more  did  Ctirist  say  ?— [Head  ver.  31-37.] 


LESSON  XXVII. 


Ijazarus  Taised  from,  the  Dead, 


JoHX  xi.  1-45. 


1  Now  a  certain  man  was  sick, 
named  Lazarus,  of  Bethany,  the 
town  of  Mary  and  her  sister  Martha. 

2  It  was  that  Mary  which  anointed 
the  Lord  with  ointment,  and  wiped 
his  feet  with  her  hair,  whose  brother 
Lazarus  was  sick. 

3  Therefore  his  sisters  sent  wnto 
him,  sa3'ing.  Lord,  behold,  he  whom 
thou  lovest  is  sick. 

4  When  Jesus  heard  that,  he  said. 
This  sickness  is  not  unto  death,  but 
for  the  glory  of  God,  that  the  Son  of 
God  might  be  glorified  thereby. 

5  Now  Jesus  loved  Martha,  and 
her  sister,  and  Lazarus. 

6  When  he  had  heard  therefore  that 
he  was  sick,  he  abode  two  days  still 
in  the  same  place  where  he  was. 

7  Then  after  that  saith  he  to  his 
disciples.  Let  us  go  into  Judea  again. 

8  His  disciples  say  unto  him,  Mas- 
ter, tlie  Jews  of  late  sought  to  stone 
thee  ;  and  goest  thou  thither  again  ? 

9  Jesus  answered.  Are  there  not 
twelve  hours  in  the  day?    If  any 


'  man  walk  in  the  day,  he  stnmbleth 

not,  because  he  seeth  the  light  of 

this  world. 
10  But  if  a  man  walk  in  the  night, 

be  stumbleth,  because  there   is  no 

light  in  him. 
I    11  These  things  said  he:  and  after 
j  that  he  saith  unto  them.  Our  friend 
j  Lazarus  sleepeth ;  but  I  go,  that  I 
j  maj-  awake  him  out  of  sleep. 

12  Then   said  his  disciples.  Lord, 

if  he  sleep,  he  shall  do  well. 
I    13   Ilov.beit    Jesus    spake   of    his 
j  death :    but    they  thought  that  he 

had    spoken  of   taking  of  rest  in 
!  sleep. 

14  Then    said    Jesus    unto    them 

plainly,  Lazarus  is  dead. 
I    15  And  I  am  glad  for  your  sakes 

that  I  was  not  there,  to  "the  intent 

ye  may  believe;  nevertheless  let  us 
I  go  unto  him. 

16  Then    said    Thomas,   which   is 

called    Didymus,   unto    his    fellow 

disciples.   Let  us  also  go,  that  we 
i  may  die  with  him. 
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17  Then  when  Jesus  came,  he  found 
that  he  liad  lain  in  the  grave  four 
days  already. 

18  Now  Bethan_v  was  nigh  unto 
Jerusalem,  about"  fifteen  furlongs 
off: 

19  And  many  of  the  Jews  came  to 
Martha  and  Mary,  to  conifort  them 
concerning  their  brother. 

20  Then  Martha,  as  soon  as  slie 
heard  that  Jesus  was  coming,  went 
and  met  him:  but  Mary  sat  still  in 
the  house. 

21  Then  said  Martha  unto  Jesus, 
Lord,  if  thou  hadst  been  here,  my 
brother  had  not  died. 

22  But  I  know,  that  even  now,  what- 
soever thou  wilt  ask  of  God,  God 
will  give  it  thee. 

23  Jesus  saith  unto  her,  Thy  brother 
shall  rise  again. 

24  Martha  saith  unto  him,  I  know 
that  he  shall  rise  again  in  the  resur- 
rection at  the  last  day. 

25  Jesus  said  unto  her,  I  am  the  re- 
surrection, and  the  life  :  he  that  be- 
lieveth  in  me,  though  he  were  dead, 
yet  shall  he  live : 

26  And  whosoever  liveth  and  be- 
lieveth  in  me  shall  never  die.  Be- 
lievost  thou  this? 

27  She  saith  unto  him.  Yea,  Lord: 
I  believe  that  thou  art  the  Christ, 
the  Son  of  God,  which  should  come 
into  the  world. 

28  And  when  she  had  so  said,  .she 
went  her  way,  and  called  Mary  her 
sister  secretly,  saying,  The  Master 
is  come,  and  callelh  for  thee. 

29  As  soon  as  she  heard  /hat,  she 
arose  quickly,  and  came  unto  him. 

30  Now  Jesus  was  not  yet  corao  into 
the  town,  but  was  in  that  place  where 
Martha  met  him. 

31  The  Jews  then  which  were  with 
her  in  the  house,  and  comforted  her, 
when  they  saw  Mar}%  that  she  rose 
up  hastily  and  went  out,  followed 
her,  saying,  She  goeth  unto  the 
grave  to  weep  there. 

32  Then  when  Mary  was  come 
where  Jesus  was,  and  saw  him,  she 


I  fell  down  at  his  feet,  saying  unto 
him,  Lord,  if  thou  hadst  been  here, 
my  brother  had  not  died. 

33  When  Jesus  therefore  sav*  her 
weeping,  and  the  Jews  also  weeping 
which  came  with  her,  he  groaned  in 
the  spirit,  and  was  troubled, 

3i  And  said.  Where  have  ye  laid 
him?  They  say  unto  him.  Lord, 
come  and  see. 

35  Jesus  wept. 

36  Then  said  the  Jews,  Behold  how 
he  loved  him ! 

37  And  some  of  them  said,  Could 
not  this  man,  which  opened  the  eyes 

I  of  the  blind,  have  caused  that  even 
I  this  man  should  not  have  died  ? 

33  Jesus  therefore  again  groaning 
I  in  himself  eometh  to  the  grave.  It 
I  was  a  cave,  and  a  stone  lay  upon  it. 

.39  Jesus  said.  Take  ye  awaj'  the 
I  stone.  Martha,  the  sister  of  him 
I  that  was  dead,  saith  iinto  him, 
I  Lord,  by  this  time  he  stinketh:  for 
;  he  hath  been  tkad  four  days. 

40  Jesus  saith  unto  her,  Said  I  not 
unto  thee,  that  if  thou  wouldest  be- 
lieve, thou  shouldest  see  the  glory 
of  God  ? 

41  Then  they  took  away  the  stone 
/roiH  the  jjZ«tv»  where  the  dead  was 
laid.  And  Jesus  lifted  up  /iw  eyes, 
and  said.  Father,  I  thank  thee  that 
thou  hast  heard  me. 

42  And  I  knew  that  thou  hearest 
me  always:  but  because  of  the  peo- 
ple which  stand  by  I  said  it,  that 
they  maj"  believe  that  thou  hast  sent 
me. 

43  And  when  he  tlwis  had  spoken, 
he  cried  with  a  loud  voice,  Lazarus, 
come  forth. 

44  And  he  that  was  dead  came 
forth,  bound  hand  and  foot  with 
grave-clothes;  and  his  face  was 
bound  about  with  a  napkin.  Jesus 
saith  unto  them,  Loose  him,  and  let 
him  go. 

45  Then  many  of  the  Jews  which 
came  to  Mary,  and  had  seen  the 
things  which  Jesus  did,  believed  on 
him. 


1.  Who  is  mentioned  here  ? 

Where  did  lie  live? 

Where  was  Bethany  ?    (On  the  southeast  side  of  the  Mount  of 
Olives.) 
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^  ho  belonged  to  the  same  place  ? 

Why  was  Bethany  called  the  town  of  Mary  and  Martha  ?   (They 
lived  there.) 

2.  What  ]Mary  was  this  ? 
How  was  this  done?— Mark  xiv.  3. 

Wiiat  was  the  character  of  Marj-?— Luke  x.  42. 
What  was  the  character  of  Martha?— Luke  x.  4L 
Wiiat  relation  was  Lazarus  to  jSLary? 

3.  What  message  did  ]Martha  and  Mary  send  to 
Jesus  ? 

Why  did  they  send  this  message  ?    (They  believed  in  his  power 

to  cure  their  brother.) 
Wlio  is  our  help  in  limes  of  sickness  and  death  ?— Psalm  xlvi.  1. 
How  did  Christ  become  acquainted  with  thiii  family  ?— Luke  x. 

38. 

4.  What  did  Jesus  say? 
Did  not  Lazarus  die  ?    (Yes.) 

"SVliat,  then,  did  the  Lord  mean  ?   (That  he  would  restore  him  to 

life.) 
How  was  the  Son  of  God  to  be  glorified  by  this  sickness?    (It 

would  afTord  an  opportunity  to  show  to  the  people  his  goodness 

and  power.) 

5.  How  did  Jesus  regard  this  family  ? 

6.  What  did  Jesus  do  when  he  heard  Lazarus  was 
sick  ? 

Why  do  you  suppose  he  waited  so  lonar  ?    (That  no  doubt  might 

remain  that  Lazarus  was  really  dead.) 
Where  was  he  at  this  time  ?— Jolin  i.  28,  x.  40. 

7.  "SYhat  did  he  afterwards  say  ? 

8.  Wliat  did  the  disciples  say  to  him? 
When  had  this  taken  place  ?— John  x.  22-31. 

9.  Wliat  answer  did  Jesus  give  ? 

^V^lat  did  our  Saviour  probably  mean  by  this  ?— See  John  ix.  4, 5. 

10.  What  will  happen  if  a  man  v/alks  in  darkness  ? 
To  what  persons  does  this  apply?    (To  those  who  walk  in  spi- 
ritual darkness.) 

11.  What  did  Je.sus  then  say? 

What  did  he  mean  by  Lazarus's  sleeping?    (That  he  was  dead.) 

How  did  he  know  Lazarus  was  dead?— 1  John  iii.  2u. 

Can  you  repeat  anv  passat^e  of  Scripture  in  which  death  is  spokea 

of  as  sleep  ?— 1  Thess.  iv.  U;  1  Cor.  xv.  20. 
What  did  he  mean  to  do  ? 

12.  What  did  his  disciples  say? 

13.  Wliat  did  Jesus  mean  hy  .sleep? 
Of  what  did  they  think  he  spoke  ? 

14.  What  did  Jesus  tell  them  plainly? 
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What  Is  death  ?-Eccl.  xil,  6,  7. 

la.  What  also  did  he  say? 

Whj?^  was  he  glad  that  he  was  "hot  there? 

What  did  he  mean  by  to  the,  intent  ?   (Raising  him  from  the  dead 

would  malce  a  deeper  impression  than  they  would  receive  by 

his  sickness  being  cured.) 
What  would  they  do? 

16.  What  did  Thomas  say  ? 
To  whom  did  he  speak  ? 

How  had  he  misunderstood  the  words  of  the  Saviour?    (He  did 

not  understand  tliat  Lazarus  was  to  be  raised.) 
Does  this  show  great  attachment  to  him  ?    (Yes.) 

17.  When  Jesus  came  to  Bethany,  what  did  he  find  ? 

IS.  How  near  was  Bethany  to  Jerusalem  ? 
How  many  miles  are  fifteen  furlongs  ?    (Nearly  two  miles.) 

19.  Who  were  with  the  sisters  of  Lazarus  ? 

20.  How  did  the  sisters  act  when  they  heard  that 
Jesus  had  come  ? 

21.  What  did  Martha  say  to  Jesus? 

Why  did  she  think  so  ?    (She  knew  Jesus  had  power  to  cure,  and 
that  he  loved  her  brother.) 

22.  What  did  she  say  that  she  knew? 

How  did  she  know  that  ?  '(She  knew  that  he  was  the  Son  of  God.) 
What  did  she  wish  Jesus  to  do  ?    (To  restore  life  to  her  brother.) 

23.  What  did  Jesus  say  to  Martha? 

24.  What  reply  did  Martha  make? 

What  is  the  resurrection  .?— John  v.  28,  29. 

What  is  meant  by  the  last  dayr—Hev.  xx.  12, 13. 

Why  is  the  day  of  judgment  balled  the  last  dixy  7—2  Pet.  iii.  10. 

25.  What  did  Jesus  say  to  IVIartha? 

How  was  Christ  the  resurrection  and  the  life  ?— John  v.  21 ;  1  Cor. 

XV.  22. 
What  did  Jesus  say  of  the  one  that  believes  in 

him  ? 
How  can  this  be  ?    (He  shall  h^ve  eternal  life.) 

26.  What  else  did  he  say? 

What  did  he  mean  by  saying  the  believer  should  iiever  die? 

(Should  not  have  eternal  death.) 
What  is  the  ditference  between  natural  death  and  eternal  death  ? 

(One  is  the  death  of  the  body;  the  other,  the  eternal  misery  of 

the  soul.) 
From  which  will  the  Lord  Jesus  keep  his  people  ?— John  x.  28. 
Repeat  Dan.  xii.  2. 

27.  What  did  Martha  answer  ? 

What  comfort  have  they  who  believe  as  Martha  did,  when  their 
believing  friends  die  ?— 1  Thess.  iv.  14. 
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28.  What  did  Martha  do? 

29.  When  Mary  heard  it,  what  did  she  do  ? 

30.  Where  was  Jesus  ? 

31.  Who  followed  Mary  when  she  went  out? 
Where  did  they  think  she  was  going? 

32.  What  did  Mary  do  ? 
Who  had  said  this  before  ?— Ver.  21. 

33.  How  was  Jesus  affected  ? 

34.  What  did  he  say  ? 
How  did  they  answer  him  ? 

35.  What  did  Jesus  do  ? 

36.  What  did  the  Jews  say  when  they  saw  Jesus 
weeping? 

37.  What  did  some  of  them  say? 
What  might  have  been  answered  to  this  ? 

38.  How  was  Jesus  again  affected  when  coming  to 
the  grave  ? 

In  what  kind  of  a  place  was  Lazarus  buried  ? 
Did  the  Jews  use  to  bury  their  dead  as  we  do,  in  coffins  and 
graves  dug  in  the  earth  ?— John  xix.  39,  40.  " 

39.  What  did  Jesus  say  ? 
What  did  Martha  say  "to  him? 

40.  What  did  Jesus  say  to  her? 

41.  What  did  they  do? 
What  did  Jesus  say  then? 

42.  What  more  did  he  say? 

What  had  he  aaid  for  the  sake"  of  the  people?    (He  had  given 
thanks  to  God  his  Father.) 

43.  What  did  Jesus  then  do? 

44.  What  did  Lazarus  do  ? 
What  did  Jesus  say? 

45.  Had  this  miracle  anv  effect? 
What  other  etfect  had  it  ?— John  xii.  10, 11. 
What  lessons  does  this  history  teach  us  ? 
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LESSON  XXVIII. 

Mary  anoints  the  Sainoiir. 

What  miracle  was  recorded  in  the  last  lesson  ? 
Where  was  it  done  ? 

Matthew  xxvi.  6-16. 

6  ^  Xow  when  Jesus  was  in  Beth-  |  12  For  in  that  she  hath  poured  this 
any,  in  the  house  of  Simon  the  leper,  !  ointment  on  my  body,  she  did  it  for 

7  There  came  unto  him  a  Avoman  j  my  burial. 

having  an  alabaster  box  of  very  pre-  j  13  Verily  I  say  unto  j'ou,  Whereso- 
cious  ointment,  and  poured  it  on  his  |  ever  this  gospiel  shall  be  preached  in 
head  as  he  sat  at  meat.  \  the   whole    world,    there  shall   also 

8  But  when  his  disciples  saw  it,  j  this,  that  this  woman  hath  done,  be 
they   had   indignation,   saying.   To  j  told  for  a  memorial  of  her. 

rhat  purpose  IS  this  waste  ?  1    H  %  Then  one  of  the  twelve,  called 

"   ~        ■  ■  ....  Judas  Iscariot,  went  unto  the  chief 

priests, 

15  And  said  unto  them,  "What  will 
ye  give  me,  and  I  will  deliver  him 
unto  you  ?  And  they  covenanted 
with  him  for  thirty  pieces  of  silver. 
IG  And  from  that  time  he  sought 
opportunity  to  betray  him. 


9  For  this  ointment  might  have 
been  sold  for  much,  and  given  to  the 
poor. 

10  When  Jesus  understood  it,  he 
said  unto  them.  Why  trouble  ye  the 
woman  ?  for  she  has  wrought  a  good 
work  upon  me. 

11  For  ye  have  the  poor  always 
with  you ;  but  me  ye  have  not  always. 

6.  In  whose  house  was  Jesus  when  he   was  in 
Bethany? 

What  time  of  the  year  was  it  ?— John  xii.  1. 

7.  Who  came  to  Jesus  as  he  sat  at  meat? 
Who  was  this  woman?— John  xii.  3. 

^Vllat  did  she  brina;? 

What  is  alabaster  ?    (A  kind  of  soft  white  marble.) 

What  kind  of  ointment  wJis  it?— John  xii.  o. 

Wliat  is  spikejiard  ?   (A  finigrant  oil.) 

For  what  purpose  is  ointment  used  in  he  East  ?    (For  perfuming 

the  person  and  embalming  the  dead.) 
Wliat  did  she  do  witli  it? 

Why  did  she  do  it  ?    (To  express  her  gratitude  andlove  to  Jesus.) 
What  else  did  she  do  ?— John  xii.  3. 
What  was  Jesus  doing  at  the  time? 
How  could  she  pour  it  on  his  feet?    (By  standing  behind  the 

couch.) 
Do  j'ou  know  what  v/as  the  position  in  which  people  used  to  be 

placed  at  table  ?    (They  reclined  on  couches.) 

8.  What  di(\  the  diseiples  say  ? 
Which  of  them  said  this  ?— John  xii.  4. 
What  is  the  meaning  of  indignation?    (Anger.) 

9.  What  else  did  they  say? 

How  does  John  mention  this?  "  (It  might  have  been  sold  for  300 
pence;  that  is,  about  §^15.) 
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Was  not  Judas  very  charitable  ?— See  John  xii.  6. 
What  was  his  sin  in  this  ?    (Avarice.) 

How  is  this  sin  of  Judas  often  committed  ?  (By  withholding  what 
It  is  our  duty  to  give  to  works  of  Christian  charity.) 

10.  What  did  Jesus  say? 

How  had  they  troubled  her?  (By  complaining  of  her  as  being 
wasteful.) 

How  had  she  done  a  good  work  ?  (Her  motive  was  good,  and  it 
was  preparatory  to  our  Saviour's  burial.) 

What  was  Mary's  motive  in  using  the  ointment  in  this  way  ? 
(To  evince  her  love  and  devotion  to  Jesus.) 

What  made  it  acceptable  to  Christ?— See  Mark  xiv.  5,  first  sen- 
tence. 

11.  What  did  Jesus  say  of  the  poor? 

To  whom  did  he  say  it  ?    (To  his  disciples  who  had  murmured.) 

What  did  he  mean  by  this  saying?— See  Mark  xiv.  7. 

In  what  sense  would  Jesus  not  be  always  with  his  disciples  ?   (In 

person.) 
In  what  sense  will  he  be  with  them  always  ?    (In  spirit.) 

12.  W^hat  did  this  anointiiii?  signify? 

Was  it  customary  among  the  Jews  to  anoint  dead  bodies  ?— 2 
Chron.  xvi.  14;  Mark  xvi.  1. 

Did  Mary  know  that  Jesus  was  about  to  be  put  to  death  ?  (Pro- 
bably not.) 

13.  How  did  Jesus  say  this  should  be  remembered  ? 
What  is  meant  by  this  gospel  ?  (The  gospel  which  Jesus  taught.) 
What  is  a  memorial? 

Has  this  proved  true  ?    (Yes.) 

How  many  evangelists  have  recorded  this  account  of  Mary? 

(Three.) 
What  other  account  is  given  that  is  very  much  like  this  in  some 

things  ?— See  Luke  vii.  36-50. 

14.  Who  is  mentioned  in  this  verse? 
What  was  his  character?— John  xii.  fi. 

What  does  the  apostle  saj'  of  such  a  disposition  ?— 1  Tim.  vi.  10. 
To  whom  did  Judas  g'o? 
What  did  he  go  for?— ^lark  xiv.  10. 

15.  Wliat  did  he  say  to  them? 
Deliver  whom?    (The  Lord  Jesus  Christ.) 

Could  they  not  take  him  without  bribing  one  of  his  disciples  ? 

(They  were  afraid  of  the  people  if  they  attempted  to  taJce  him 

by  Ibrce. ) 
How  did  they  wish  to  take  him  ?— Luke  xxii.  6. 
What  did  the  chief  priests  do? 
Wliat  is  the  meaning  of  covenanted  ?    (Bargained.) 
How  much  is  this  sum  ?    (About  .■J17.40.) 

16.  From  that  time  what  di'd  Judas  do  ? 

What  is  it  to  betraij  ?    (To  give  \\\)  to  enemies  by  treachery.) 
What  does  the  Evangelist  Luke  say  led  Judas  to  the  crime?— 

Luke  xxii.  3. 
Does  that  mean  that  Judas  was  not  guilty?    (No.) 
Is  it  any  excuse  for  a  person's  sin  that  lie  has  been  tempted  by 

another  ?    (No :  we  sin  in  yielding  to  temptation.) 
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Is  it,  then,  any  excuse  If  a  man  is  tempted  to  sin  by  Satan  ?  (Not 

any.) 
How  miglit  Judas  have  avoided  the  sin  ?— James  iv.  7. 
How  had  Christ  resisted  Satan's  temptations  ?    (With  the  Word 

of  God.) 
Did  not  Judas  act  willingly  ?    (Yes.) 
Do  not  all  sinners  act  willinglj-?— John  v.  40. 
What  warning,  then,  does  this  ca.se  cf  Judas  give  to  those  who 

are  in  danger  from  temptation  ?— 1  Pet.  v.  8,  9. 
Whilst  we  resist  Satan,  what  else  should  we  do  ?— See  Matt.  vi.  13. 


LESSON  XXIX. 


Christ  enters  J'erusalem. 


Where  was  Jesus  when  the  events  in  the  last  lesson  took  place? 
Where  was  he  going?— See  John  xii.  12. 

Mark  xi.  1-11. 


1  And  when  they  came  nigh  to  Je- 
rusalem, unto  Bethphage  and  Beth- 
any, at  the  mount  of  Olives,  he 
sendeth  forth  two  of  his  disciples, 

2  And  saith  unto  them.  Go  your 
way  into  the  village  over  against 
you:  and  as  soon  as  ye  be  entered 
into  it,  ye  shall  find  a  colt  tied, 
whereupon  never  man  sat;  loose 
him,  and  bring  liiin. 

.3  And  if  any  man  say  unto  you, 
Why  do  3'e  this  ?  say  ye  that'  the 
Lord  hathneed  of  him :  and  straight- 
way he  will  send  him  hither. 

4  And  they  went  their  way,  and 
found  the  colt  tied  by  the  door  with- 
out in  a  place  where  two  ways  met; 
and  the}'  loose  him. 

5  And  certain  of  them  that  stood 
there  said  unt<^)  them.  What  do  ye, 
loosing  the  colt  ? 

6  And  they  said  unto  them  even  as 


Jesus  had  commanded:  and  they  let 
tliem  go. 

7  And  they  brought  the  colt  to  Je- 
sus, and  cast  their  garments  oa 
him;  and  he  sat  upon  him. 

8  And  many  spread  their  garments 
in  the  way :  and  others  cut  dowa 
branches  off  the  trees,  and  strewed 
thfjH  in  the  w.ay. 

9  And  they  tfi.at  went  before,  and 
they  that  followed,  cried,  saying, 
Hosanna;  Blessed  is  he  that  comsth 
in  the  name  of  the  Lord: 

10  Blessod  he  the  kingdom  of  our 
father  David,  that  cometh  in  the 
name  of  the  Lord :  Hosanna  in  the 
highest. 

1 1  And  Jesns  entered  into  Jerusa- 
lem, and  into  the  temple  :  and  when 
he  had  looked  round  about  upon  all 
things,  and  now  the  eventide  was 
come,  he  went  out  unto  Bethany 
with  the  twelve. 


1.  What  villaa:es  are  here  mentioned? 

On  which  side  of  Jerusalem  is  the  Mount  of  Olives  ?    (The  east.) 
How  far  from  Jerusalem  is  it  ?    (Nearly  a  mile.) 
What  did  Jesus  do  ? 

2.  Where  did  he  tell  them  to  go  ?       ' 
What  were  they  to  do  ? 
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How  did  Jesus  know  any  thing  about  the  colt  ?— John  xvi.  29,  30. 

What  was  with  the  colt?— Matt.  xxi.  2. 

Who  alone  knows  all  things  ?— Job  xxviii.  2:},  24. 

Who,  then,  was  Jesus  ?    (God.) 

3.  What  further  directions  did  Jesus  give? 
Did  the  Lord  ever  ride  on  his  journeys  ?    (Iso.) 
Whj'  did  he  do  so  now  ?— Matt.  xxi.  4,  5. 

Where  is  that  prophecj^?— Zech.  ix.  9. 

What  Ls  meant  by  '•  daughter  of  Zion"  ?    (Jerusalem.) 

4.  Did  the  disciples  tind  the  colt,  as  Jesus  had  said  ? 
What  did  they  do? 

5.  What  did  some  say  ? 
Who  were  they  ?— Luke  xix.  33. 

6.  What  did  the  disciples  say  to  them? 
What  had  Jesus  commanded?— Ver. 2. 
What  did  the  owners  do  ? 

Had  Jesus  foretold  this?— Matt.  xxi.  3. 
Has  lie  control  over  the  hearts  of  men?— Zech.  xii.  1. 
Do  you  not  suppose  that  the  colt  was  afterwards  returned  to  the 
owners?    (Certainly.) 

7.  What  then  did  they  do? 
What  did  Jesus  do? 

Do  you  know  how  these  animals  were  used  in  the  East?* 

8.  What  did  many  of  the  people  do? 
What  did  others  do  ? 

Why  did  they  do  this  ?    (To  honour  Jesus  with  expressions  of 

joy  and  welcome.) 
Can  you  tell  what  kind  of  outer  garments  were  commonly  worn  ? 

(A  square  or  oblong  piece  of  woollen  material  fringed  on  the 

ends. ) 

9.  What  is  said  in  this  verse? 

What  is  the  meaning  of  Hosanna  ?    (Save  now.) 
Where  are  the  words  that  thev  cried  ?— Ps.  cxviii.  26. 
What  did  they  add  to  this?— Luke  xix.  38. 
How  does  Luke  describe  it  ?— Luke  xix.  37. 

10.  What  else  did  they  cry  ? 

Why  did  they  call  Christ's  kingdom  the  kingdom  of  their  father 

David?— Rom.  i.  3. 
How  did  it  come  in  the  name,  of  the  Lord?    (By  his  authoritv.) 
How  is  this  related  b3'  the  other  evangelists  ?— Matt,  xxi;  9 ;  Luke 

xix.  38. 
What  effect  had  the  shouting  of  the  multitude  on  the  people  of 

.Jerusalem  ?— Matt.  xxi.  10. 
What  did  Jesus  think  of  as  he  entered  Jerusalem  ?— Luke  xix. 

41,  42. 
What  prophecy  did  he  make  ?— Luke  xix.  43.  44. 
Do  you  know  when  and  how  it  was  fulfilled?    (Thirty-seven 

years  after  this,  when  Jerusalem  was  taken  by  the  Romans.) 

*  See  Biblical  Antiquities,  ch.  ii.  §  2. 
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11.  Into  what  places  did  Jesus  go  ? 

What  did  he  do  there?— Matt.  xxi.  12-14. 

What  time  of  the  day  was  it? 

Where  did  he  go  with  the  twelve? 

W^hat  is  the  meaning  of  eventide  ?    (Evening.) 

What  family  was  thepe  at  Bethany  whom  Jesus  knew  ?— John 
xi.  1-3. 

What  was  represented  by  this  entry  of  Christ  into  Jerusalem  ? 
(The  triumphal  entrance  of  a  conqueror  or  king  into  his  king- 
dom.) 

Did  his  disciples  understand  it?— John  xii.  16. 

What  honour  can  you  pay  to  Christ  that  will  be  more  acceptable 
than  crying  Hosanna?— John  vi.  29. 


LESSON  XXX. 


Christ  partaUes  of  the  Passover,  and  waslics  his  Dis- 
ciples' Feet. 
Matthew  xxvi.  17-20. 

17  f"  Now  the  first  day  of  the  /ea.s(  ]  will  keep  the  passover  at  thy  house 
of  unleavened  bread   the   disciples  j  with  my  disciples. 


came  to  Jesus,  saying  unto  him. 
Where  wilt  thou  that  we  prepare 
for  thee  to  eat  the  passover  ? 

18  And  he  said,  Go  into  the  city  to 
such  a  man,  and  say  unto  him,  The 
Mister  saith,  My  time  is  at  hand  ;  I 


19  And  the  disciples  did  as  Jesus 
had  appointed  them  ;  and  they  made 
ready  the  passover. 

20  is^ow  when  the  even  was  come, 
he  sat  down  with  the  twelve. 


JoHX  xiii.  4-15. 


4  He  riseth  from  supper,  and  laid 
aside  his  garments :  and  took  a  towel, 
and  girded  himself. 

5  After  that  he  poureth  water  into 
a  basin,  and  began  to  wash  the  dis- 
ciples' feet,  and  to  wipe  (!/ira>i  with  the 
towel  wherewith  he  was  girded. 

6  Then  cometh  he  to  Simon  Peter : 
and  Peter  saith  unto  him,  Lord, 
dost  thou  wash  my  feet  ? 

7  Jesus  answered  and  said  unto 
him,  AVhat  I  do  thou  knowest  not 
now:  but  thou  shalt  know  hereafter. 

8  Peter  saith  unto  him.  Thou  shalt 
never  wash  my  feet.  Jesus  answered 
him.  If  I  wash  thee  not,  thou  hast 
no  part  with  me. 

9  Simon  Peter  saith  unto  him,  Lord, 
not  my  feet  only,  but  also  mi/  hands 
and  in>/  head. 


10  Jesus  saith  to  him,  He  that  is 
washed  needeth  not  save  to  wash  his 
feet,  but  is  clean  everj'  whit:  and  ye 
are  clean,  but  not  all. 

11  For  he  knew  who  should  betray 
him :  therefore  said  he,  Ye  are  not 
all  clean. 

12  So  after  he  had  washed  their 
feet,  and  had  taken  his  garments, 

1  and  was  set  down  again,  he  said  unto 
them,  Know  ye  what  I  have  done  to 
you  ? 

1.3  Ye  call  me  Master  and  Lord: 
and  ye  say  well ;  for  so  I  am. 

14  if  I  then,  your  Lord  and  ]\Ias- 
ter,  have  washed  your  feet ;  ye  also 
ought  to  wasli  one  another's  feet. 

1.')  For  I  have  given  3-ou  au  ex^ 
ample,  that  ye  should  do  as  I  have 
done  to  you. 
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17.  What  time  is  hei-e  mentioned? 

What  was  the  feast  of  unleavened  bread?— Dent.  xvi.  2-4. 
What  is  the  meaning  of  unleavened  /    (Made  without  yeast.) 
Why  was  the  feast  called  the  passover  ?    (It  commemorated  the 

preservation  of  the  Jews  when  the  first-born  in  Egypt  were 

destroyed.) 
At  what  time  of  the  year  did  it  take  place  ?    (April.) 
Can  you  describe  the  manner  in  which  the  feast  was  kept?— See 

Ex.  xii.  1-28. 
What  were  the  Jews  to  remember  at  this  feast?— Ex.  xii.  26,  27. 
Who  was  represented  by  the  lamb  slain  at  the  passover  ?— John 

i.  29. 

What  did  the  disciples  ask? 

How  manj'  usually  ate  the  feast  together  ?— See  Ex.  xii.  ^,  4. 

What  was  necessary  to  be  prepared  for  the  passover  ?    (A  room.) 

18.  Wliat  did  Jesus  answer? 
What  city?    (Jerusalem.) 

How  would  they  know  what  man  he  meant?— Luke  xxii.  10-12. 
What  time  did  he  mean  was  at  hand?    (The  time  of  his  death.) 

19.  What  did  his  disciples  do? 

What  was  necessary  to  be  prepared  ?  (The  paschal  lamb,  un- 
leavened bread,  and  bitter  herbs.; 

20.  When  the  even  was  come,  what  did  Jesus  do? 
Who  were  the  twelve?    (The  apostles.) 

For  what  purpose  did  they  sit  down  ?    (To  eat  the  passover.) 

John  xiii.  4-15. 

4.  What  did  Jesus  do  at  supper? 

What  garments  are  meant  ?    (The  loose  outer  garments.) 
What  IS  meant  by  his  gii-ding  himself?    (Confining  the  dress  to 

the  waist.) 
Why  did  the  dresses  of  the  Jews  require  girding?    (They  were 

worn  loose  and  long,  and  were  inconvenient  when  the  person 

was  actively  employed.) 
Who  were  always  girded  when  they  waited  on  table?— Luke 

xvii.  7,  8. 
What  is  said  of  Christ's  humiliation  ?— Phil.  ii.  6,  7. 

5.  What  did  he  then  do? 

Do  you  know  what  were  the  customs  of  the  Eastern  people  as  to 
washing  the  feet  ?  (They  always  did  it  on  entering  a  house,  and 
this  service  was  considered  one  of  the  duties  of  hospitality.) 

What  sort  of  shoes  did  they  wear  ?    (Sandals.) 

Whose  bi^siness  was  it  to  wash  the  feet  of  visitors  ?— See  1  Sam. 
XXV.  41. 

6.  Who  obi'ected  to  his  doino;  this? 

What  did  he  mean  by  this  ?  (He  refused  to  let  Jesus  perform  the 
office  of  a  servant  for  him.) 

7.  What  did  Jesus  reply? 

Should  not  this  have  satisfied  Peter?    (Yes.) 

8.  Did  it  satisfy  him? 

Why  did  lie  not  wish  Jesus  to  wash  his  feet  ?    (He  felt  unworthy 

of  such  honour.) 
How  did  Jesus  speak  to  him  ? 
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What  is  the  meaning  of  this  ?  (Peter's  obedience  to  his  require- 
ments would  be  an  evidence  of  piety,  and  the  soul  that  is  not 
purified  by  Jesus  has  no  part  in  him.) 

9.  How  did  this  affect  Peter  ? 

What  made  him  change  so  suddenlj-  ?    (What  Jesus  said  to  him.) 
What  did  he  express  by  this  language  ?    (His  desire  to  be  sanc- 
tified by  Christ.) 

10.  Wliat  did  Jesus  say  to  him? 

What  is  meant  by  all  not  being  clean  ?  (Judas  was  not  his  true 
follower.) 

11.  Whom  did  he  refer  to? 

12.  What  then  did  Jesus  do? 

13-15.  How  did  he  explain  what  he  had  done? 

How  did  this  teach  them  to  be  humble  and  kind  ?  (As  Jesus  had 
taken  the  part  of  a  servant  for  them,  they  should  be  willing  to 
perform  the  most  humble  services  for  the  good  of  others.) 

How  should  Christians  act  to  all  men.  whether  rich  or  poor?— 
Phil.  ii.  :5. 

What  should  Christians  always  remember  ?— 2  Cor.  viiL  9. 


LESSON  XXXI. 


Institution  of  the  Jjord's  Supper, 

What  was  the  subject  of  the  last  lesson  ? 

Where  were  Christ  and  his  disciples  ? 

How  many  of  his  disciples  were  with  him?— Luke  xxii.  14. 

Wliat  did  he  do  at  the  time  of  the  passover  supper? 

Why  did  he  wash  their  feet  ? 


Matthew  xxvi.  21-30. 


21  And  as  they  did  eat,  he  said. 
Verily  I  say  unto  you,  that  one  of 
you  shall  betray  me. 

22  And  they  were  exceeding  sor- 
rowful, and  began  every  one  of  them 
to  say  unto  him.  Lord,  is  it  I? 

23  And  he  answered  and  said,  He 
that  dippeth  hi.f  hand  with  me  in 
the  dish,  the  same  shall  betray  me. 

2-t  The  Son  of  man  goeth  as  it  is 
■written  of  him :  but  woe  unto  that 
man  by  whom  the  Son  of  man  is  be- 
trayed !  it  had  been  good  for  that 
man  if  he  had  not  been  born. 

25  Then  Judas,  which  betrayed 
him,  answered  and  said.  Master, 
is  it  I?  He  said  unto  him,  Thou 
hast  said. 


26  If  And  as  they  were  eating,  Jesus 
took  bread,  and  blessed  it,  and  brake 
it,  and  gave  it  to  the  disciples,  and 
said.  Take,  eat ;  this  is  my  body. 

27  And  he  took  the  cup,  and  gavo 
thanks,  and  gave  it  to  them,  saying. 
Drink  ye  all  of  it; 

28  For  this  is  my  blood  of  the  new 
testament,  which  is  shed  for  many 
for  the  remission  of  sins. 

29  But  I  say  unto  you,  I  will  not 
drink  henceforth  of  this  fruit  of  the 
vine,  until  that  day  when  I  drink  it 
new  with  you  in  my  Father's  king- 
dom. 

30  And  when  they  had  sung  a 
hymn,  they  went  out  into  the  mount 
of  Olives. 


THE    LIFE    OF    CHRIST.  97 


21.  "What  then  took  place  at  the  supper  ? 
What  is  it  to  betray  ?    (To  give  into  the  power  of  enemies.) 
How  did  he  know  who  should  do  it?— Psalm  cxxxix.  1-3. 

If  he  knew  it,  why  did  he  not  conceal  himself '.'—John  x.  11, 18. 

22.  How  did  the  disciples  feel  when  Jesus  said  this 
to  them  ? 

How  did  Jesus  himself  feel  ?— John  xiii.  21. 

Why  were  they  sorrowful  ?    (That  one  among  them  should 

betraj' Jesus.) 
Why  was  it  worse  for  one  of  them  to  betray  Jesus  than  it  would 

have  been  for  another  person  ?    (They  professed  to  love  him.) 
What  di*d  they  say  ? 

Did  not  one  of  them  know  who  it  was  ?    (Judas  knew.) 
How  does  John  relate  this  ?— John  xiii.  22. 

23.  What  answer  did  Jesus  give? 

Can  you  explain  this  by  what  you  know  of  the  Jewish  manner 
of  eating  ?* 

How  does  another  of  the  evangelists  relate  this  more  particu- 
larly ?— See  John  xiii.  23-26. 

24.  Wliat  else  did  he  say? 

What  is  meant  by  his  fjoing  as  it  was  written  of  him  ?    (He  was 

about  to  die,  as  it  had  been  prophesied  of  him.) 
Can  you  mention  some  of  the  passages  in  which  the  death  of 

Christ  was  foi*etold  ?— Isa.  liii.  4-9 ;  Uan.  ix.  2G. 
What  did  he  say  of  the  man  who  should  betray 

him  ? 
What  did  he  mean  by  woe  to  that  man?    (He  deserves,  and  will 

receive,  terrible  punishment.) 
What  made  it  so  great  a  crime  ?    (It  was  committed  against  the 

Son  of  God,  and  was  treachery  against  Him  whom  he  professed 

to  love.) 
Did  Jesus  know  what  Judas  was  going  to  do  ?— John  xviii.  4. 
Did  he  attempt  to  escape  ? 
Did  he  show  any  fear  ? 
How  do  you  account  for  this  '.'—Gal.  i.  4. 
What  was  the  reason  that  Christ  had  to  suffer  all  these  things? 

—Rom.  iii.  23,  26. 
How  does  this  show  the  dreadful  nature  of  sin?    (Sin  is  so  great 

an  evil  that  Christ  died  to  atone  for  it.) 
Why  would  it  have  been  better  for  Judas  never  to  have  been 

born  ? 
Was  Judas  forced  to  do  it,  or  did  he  do  it  willingly  ?   (Of  his  own 

will.) 
Whom  should  you  blame  when  you  commit  sin  ? 

25.  What  did  Judas  ask  ? 

Had  he  not  already  determined  to  betray  Jesus  ?    (Yes.) 
Why,  then,  did  he  ask  this  question  ?     (Probably  to  escape  sus- 
picion.) 
What  did  Je.sus  say  to  him  ? 
What  did  he  mean  by  that  ?    (That  it  was  Judas  he  meant.) 

*  See  Biblical  Antiquities,  ch.  v.  §  2. 
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What  then  took  place  ?— See  John  xiii.  27-30. 

26.  What  did  Jesus  then  do? 
What  were  they  eating  ?    (The  passover.) 

What  sort  of  bread  was  used  at  the  passover  ?    (Unleavened.) 

Why  was  unleavened  bread  used  ?— See  Ex.  xii.  34-39. 

What  did  Christ  probably  say  during  the  evening  ?— See  John 
chap.  xiv.  to  xvii. 

What  is  meant  by  his  blessing  the  bread  ?— See  Luke  xxii.  19. 

As  he  ,c;ave  it  to  his  disciples,  what  did  he  say  ? 

What  did  he  mean  by  saying,  this  is  my  body?  (It  represented 
his  body.) 

Did  he  mean  that  it  was  his  real  body  ?  (His  real  body  was  pre- 
sent with  them.) 

How  did  the  bread  represent  his  body  ?  (It  represented  his  cruel 
death.) 

How  soon  after  that  was  his  body  broken  ?    (The  next  day.) 

How  was  it  broken  ?    (By  his  crucifixion.) 

What  did  he  command  his  disciples  to  do?— Luke  xxii.  19. 

How  would  their  breaking  bread  in  this  way  be  in  remembrance 
of  him?  (It  would  call  to  remembrance  his  sufferings  and 
death.) 

27.  What  did  he  next  do? 
What  cup  is  meant?    (The  cup  of  wine.) 

Did  the  Jews  drink  wine  at  the  passover  supper  ?    (Yes.) 
To  whom  did  Jesus  give  the  wine?    (To  his  dis<;iples.) 
What  did  he  say  to  tliem  ? 
What  does  the  word  all  refer  to  ?— See  Mark  xiv,  23. 

28.  What  did  he  say  tlie  wine  was? 

In  what  sense  was  the"  wine  his  blood?    (It  represented  his 

blood.) 
Why  was  his  blood  shed  ? 

How'was  his  blood  shed  ?    (By  his  death  on  the  cross.) 
What  is  meant  by  the  new  testament .''— Heb.  viii.  6-10. 
Was  remission  of  sins  connected  with  the  shedding  of  blood?— 

Heb.  ix.  22. 
How  does  the  shedding  of  Christ's  blood  obtain  pardon  for  sin? 

—Gal.  iil.  13. 
Can  sinners  be  saved  in  anv  other  wav  than  by  Christ  ? 
What  is  the  object  of  the  Lord's  Supper  f—1  Cor.  xi.  26. 
Why  should  the  friends  of  Christ  love  to  partake  of  this  supper? 

(It  is  his  dying  command,  and  commemorates  his  great  love.) 
How  should  every  one  feel  who  sees  this  representation  of  the 

death  of  Christ  and  his  love  to  sinners  ?— 1  Cor.  vi.  20. 

29.  What  further  did  Jesus  say? 

Do  you  understand  this  ?  (It  was  the  fast  time  Jesus  would  take 
part  in  these  ceremonies ;  but  his  disciples  should  meet  him  in 
heaven  and  enjoy  with  him  its  happiness.) 

Will  all  the  disciples  of  Christ  be  with  him  in  heaven?— John 
xvii.  24. 

30.  How  was  the  supper  ended? 
Where  did  Christ  and  the  apostles  go  ? 
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LESSON  XXXII. 


Christ  in  Getlisemane. 

What  was  told  in  the  last  lesson  ? 

Where  did  Christ  and  his  disciples  go  after  instituting  the  Lord's 

Supper? 
What  did  Jesus  say  to  them  ?— Matt.  xxvi.  31-35. 


Matthew  xxvi.  36-56. 


36  t  Then  cometh  Jesus  with  them 
unto  a  place  called  Gethsemane,  and 
saith  unto  the  disciples,  Sit  ye  here, 
while  I  go  and  pray  yonder. 

37  And  he  took  with  him  Peter  and 
the  two  sons  of  Zebedee,  and  began 
to  he  sorrowful  and  very  heavy. 

38  Then  s.aith  he  unto  them,  My 
soul  is  exceeding  sorrowful,  even 
unto  death:  tarry  ye  here,  and 
•watch  with  me. 

39  And  he  went  a  little  further, 
and  fell  on  his  face,  and  prayed,  say- 
ing, O  my  Father,  if  it  be  possible, 
let  this  cup  pass  from  me :  never- 
theless, not  as  I  will,  but  as  thou 
wilt. 

40  And  he  cometh  unto  the  disci- 
ples, and  findeth  them  asleep,  and 
saith  unto  Peter,  What,  could  ye  not 
watch  with  me  one  hour? 

41  Watch  and  pray,  that  ye  enter 
not  into  temptation:  the  spirit  in- 
deed in  willing,  but  the  flesh  if  weak. 

42  He  went  away  again  the  second 
time,  and  prayed,  saying,  O  my 
Father,  if  this  cup  may  not  pass 
away  from  me,  except  I  drink  it, 
thy  will  he  done. 

43  And  he  came  and  found  them 
asleep  again :  for  their  eyes  were 
heavy. 

44  And  he  left  them,  and  went 
away  again,  and  prsiyed  the  third 
time,  saying  the  same  words. 

45  Then  cometh  he  to  his  disciples, 
and  saith  unto  them.  Sleep  on  now, 
and  take  your  rest:  behold,  the  hour 
is  at  hand,  and  the  Son  of  man  is 
betrayed  into  the  hands  of  sinners. 

46  Rise,  let  us  be  going:  behold,  he 
is  at  hand  that  doth  betray  me. 


47  H  And  while  he  yet  spake,  lo, 
Judas,  one  of  the  twelve,  came,  and 
with  him  a  great  multitude  with 
swords  and  staves,  from  the  chief 
priests  and  elders  of  the  people. 

48  Now  he  that  betrayed  him  gave 
them  a  sign,  saying.  Whomsoever  I 
shall  kiss,  that  same  is  he ;  hold  him 
fast. 

49  And  forthwith  he  came  to  Jesus, 
and  said,  Hail,  Master ;  and  kissed 
him. 

.50  And  Jesus  said  unto  him.  Friend, 
wherefore  art  thou  come  ?  Then 
came  they,  and  laid  hands  on  Jesus, 
and  took  him. 

51  And,  behold,  one  of  them  which 
were  with  Jesus  stretched  out  his 
hand,  and  drew  his  sword,  and 
struck  a  servant  of  the  high  priest, 
and  smote  off  his  ear. 

52  Then  said  Jesus  unto  him.  Put 
up  again  thy  sword  into  his  place: 
for  all  they  that  take  the  sword  shall 
perish  with  the  sword. 

53  Thiukest  thou  that  I  cannot 
now  pray  to  my  Father,  and  he 
shall  presently  give  me  more  than 
twelve  legions  of  angels? 

54  But  how  then  shall  the  Scrip- 
tures be  fulfilled,  that  thus  it  must 
be? 

55  In  that  same  hour  said  Jesus  to 
the  multitudes.  Are  ye  come  out  as 
against  a  thief  with  swords  and 
staves  for  to  take  me  ?  I  sat  daily 
with  you  teaching  in  the  temple, 
and  ye  laid  no  hold  on  me. 

56  But  all  this  was  done,  that  the 
Scriptures  of  the  prophets  might  be 
fulfilled.  Then  all  the  disciples  for- 
sook him,  and  fled. 


36.  To  what  place  did  they  come? 
What  place  was  Gethsemane .?— John  xviii.  1. 
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What  did  Jesus  say  ? 

Had  Jesus  been  there  before  ?— John  xviii,  2. 

37.  Whom  did  he  take  with  him? 
Who  were  the  two  sons  of  Zebedee  ?— Matt.  x.  2. 
How  did  the  Lord  Jesus  t'eel? 

How  does  Mark  speak  of  it  ?— Mark  xiv.  33. 

What  made  him  sorrowful  and  verj'  heavy?— Isa.  liii.  4, 

Had  he  any  sins  of  his  own  to  make  him  sorrowful  ?— 1  Pet.  ii.  22. 

38.  What  did  he  say  to  the  three  disciples  ? 
Wliat  did  he  ask  them  to  do? 

What  is  meant  by  watching  with  him  ?    (Praying  and  sympa- 
thizing with  him.) 
What  time  was  it?    (Nearly  midnight.) 

39.  What  did  he  do? 

Why  did  he  fall  on  his  face?  (The  attitude  denoted  earnest 
prayer  and  overwhelming  anguish.) 

Wliatdidliesay? 

What  did  he  mean  "by  this  cup  ?    (These  sufiTerings.) 

What  did  he  mean  by  let  it  pass  from  me?  (Let  them  be  re- 
moved.) 

How  is  this  told  by  the  other  evangelists  ?— See  Mark  xiv.  36; 
Luke  xxii.  42. 

What  did  he  say  concerning  the  will  of  his  Father? 

How  was  his  agony  seen  to  be  very  great?— Luke  xxii.  44. 

How  did  the  Father  answer  his  prayer  ?— Luke  xxii.  43. 

40.  What  did  the  disciples  do  while  Christ  was 
praying? 

What  did  Christ  say? 

41.  What  did  he  tell  them  to  do? 

How  should  we  ivatch  against  temptation  ?— 1  Pet.  v.  8. 

Why  should  we  pray  to  be  kept  from  it  ?  (Because  only  God  can 
keep  us  from  falling  under  temptations.) 

What  temptation  were  these  disciples  in  danger  of?  (The  suffer- 
ings and  death  of  Jesus  would  try  their  faith  in  him  as  the 
Messiah.) 

What  did  Jesus  remind  them  of? 

What  does  that  mean  ?  (Human  nature  is  too  weak  to  bear 
temptation.) 

43.  What  is  said  of  Jesus  in  this  verse  ? 
How  did  he  pray  ? 

What  did  he  mean  by  drinking  the  cup  ?  (Bearing  the  sufferings.) 
Why  was  he  willing  to  drink  it?— John  vi.  38. 

43.  In  what  condition  did  he  again  find  the  disci- 
ples? 

44.  What  did  Jesus  do  then  ? 

What  words?— Ver.  42. 

What  do  you  learn  from  the  earnestness  of  Jesus  in  praying  ? 
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45.  When  he  came  to  his  disciples,  what  did  he  say? 

46.  What  did  he  next  say? 
Where  did  he  mean  to  go?— John  xviii.  4. 
Why  did  he  not  escape  ?— John  x.  17, 18. 

47.  Wlio  then  came? 

What  had  they  besides  swords  and  staves?— John  xviii.  3. 
Who  had  sent  these  men  ? 

48.  What  sign  had  Judas  given  the  multitude? 

49.  What  did  Judas  do  ? 

What  is  the  meaning  of  hail?    (It  is  a  word  of  salutation.) 

50.  What  did  Jesus  say  to  liim? 

Was  Judas  alone  at  this  time  ?— See  Luke  xxii.  47. 

What  else  did  he  say  to  Judas  ?— Luke  xxii.  48. 

What  took  place  when  the  rest  came  up  ?— See  John  xviii.  4-8. 

What  did  the  multitude  then  do  ? 

51.  What  did  one  of  the  disciples  do  ? 
AVhich  of  the  disciples  was  this  ?— John  xviii.  10. 
What  did  Jesus  do  to  the  ear  ?— Luke  xxii.  51. 

52.  What  did  Jesus  say  to  Peter  ? 
Was  he  willing  to  suffer  ?— See  John  xviii.  11. 

53.  What  further  did  Jesus  say  ? 

What  is  the  meaning  of  legion?  (It  means  here  an  indefinitely 
large  number,  accompanied  with  the  idea  of  order.) 

54.  Why  did  he  not  pray  to  be  delivered  by  angels? 
Can  you  mention  some  prophecies  of  Scripture  which  speak  of 

Christ's  sufferings  ?—Isa.  liii. ;  Dan.  ix.  24-2G;  Zech.  xiii.  7. 

55.  What  did  Jesus  say  to  the  multitudes? 

Why  did  they  fear  the  power  of  Jesus,  when  he  had  only  a  few 
discij)les  with  him  ?  (They  had  witnessed  or  heard  of  his 
wonderful  works.) 

What  did  he  add  to  this  ?— Luke  xxii.  53. 

56.  Why  was  all  this  done? 

W'hat  scriptures  were  fulfilled  ?    (Those  in  which  his  death  was 

predicted.) 
What  did  the  disciples  do? 
Had  Jesus  foretold  this  ?— See  ver.  31. 
Did  any  one  ever  suffer  so  much  as  Christ  did  in  the  garden  of 

Gethsemane?    (No.) 
If  it  had  not  been  necessary,  would  God  have  allowed  it  ?    (No : 

Jesus  is  his  beloved  Son.) 
How  will  God  treat  those  who  continue  to  sin  after  all  that  he 

has  done  for  them?— Heb.  x.  26,  27. 
How  will  Jesus,  when  he  comes  to  judge  the  world,  treat  those 

who  now  reject  him?— 2  Thess.  i,  7-9. 
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LESSON  XXXIII. 


Christ  before  the  Sigh-Priest. 

WiTERE  was  the  Lord  Jesus,  as  related  in  the  last  lesson? 
Did  the  mob  give  any  reason  for  seizing  him  ? 
How  did  they  treat  him  ?— See  Luke  xxii.  6i-65. 

Matthew  xxvi.  57-68. 


57  T  And  thejf  that  had  laid  hold 
on  Jesus  led  Aim  away  to  Caiaphas 
the  high  pi-iest,  where  the  scribes 
and  elders  were  assembled. 

58  But  Peter  followed  him  afar  off 
unto  the  high  priest's  palace,  and 
went  in,  and  sat  with  the  servants, 
to  see  the  end. 

59  Xow  the  chief  priests,  and  elders, 
and  all  the  council,  sought  false  wit- 
ness against  Jesus,  to  put  him  to 
death ; 

60  But  found  none :  yea,  though 
many  false  witnesses  came,  yft  found 
they  none.  At  the  last  came  two 
false  witnesses, 

61  And  said,  This/ellotc  said,  I  am 
able  to  destroy  the  temple  of  God, 
and  to  build  it  in  three  days. 

62  And  the  high  priest  arose,  and 
said  unto  him,  Answerest  thou  no- 
thing? what  M  it  which  these  wit- 
ness against  thee  ? 


63  But  Jesus  held  his  peace.  And 
the  high  priest  answered  and  said 
unto  him,  I  adjure  thee  by  the  living 
God,  that  thou  tell  us  whether  thou 
be  the  Christ,  the  Son  of  God. 

64  Jesus  saith  unto  him.  Thou  hast 
said:  nevertheless  I  say  unto  you. 
Hereafter  shall  ye  see  the  Son  of 
man  sitting  on  the  right  hand  of 
power,  and  coming  in  the  clouds  of 
heaven. 

6.')  Then  the  high  priest  rent  his 
clothes,  saying.  He  hath  spoken  blas- 
phemy ;  what  further  need  have  wo 
of  witnesses  ?  behold,  now  ye  have 
heard  his  blasphemv. 

6(5  What  think  ye?  They  answered 
and  said.  He  is  guilty  of  "death. 

67  Then  did  they  spit  in  his  face, 
and  buffeted  him ;"  and  others  smote 
him  with  the  palms  of  their  hands, 

68  Saying,  Prophesy  unto  us,  thou 
Christ,  Who  is  he  that  smote  thee? 


57.  Where  did  they  take  Jesus  ? 

Where  did  they  go  before  that  ?— See  John  xviii.  13  and  24. 
What  had  this  Caiaphas  once  said  ?— John  xi,  49-52. 
Who  w^ere  wdth  the  high-priest? 
What  was  the  business  of  the  high-priest?— Heb.  v.  1. 
Who   were  the  scribes  and  elders?    (Members  of  the  San- 
hedrim.) 

58.  What  is  said  of  Peter? 

Can  vou  give  a  more  particular  account  of  this  ?— See  John  xviii. 

15-18. 

59.  Who  sought  false  witness  against  Jesus? 

What  is  the  meaning  of  false  wUiiess  ?    (Untrue.) 

What  council  was  it?    (Their  great  council,  the  Sanhedrim.) 

Can  you  give  any  account  of  the  Jewish  Sanhedrim?* 

What  did  they  wisli  to  be  done  with  Jesus? 

What  did  Caiaphas  ask  Christ?— See  John  xviii.  19. 

What  did  he  answer  ?— John  xviii.  20, 21. 

What  was  then  done  ?— John  xviii.  22,  23. 


*  See  Biblical  Antiquities,  ch,  ix.  ?  3. 
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60.  Did  they  find  any  witnesses  ? 

What  was  the  Jewish  law  respecting  witnesses  ?—Deut.  xvii.  6, 

xix.  15. 
What  is  said  in  Mark  xiv.  56? 
Who  at  last  came? 

61.  What  did  they  say  ? 

Had  this  ever  been  said  by  him  ?  (No :  they  misrepresented  his 
words.) 

What  had  he  said  ?— John  ii.  19-21. 

If  Jesus  had  really  said  it  as  they  represented,  would  it  have 
been  enough  to  condemn  him  to  death?  (They  would  have 
said  so,  because  it  claimed  power  which  belongs"  only  to  God.) 

62.  What  did  the  high-priest  say  ? 

63.  What  did  Jesus  do  ? 

What  is  meant  bj'  he,  held  li  is  peace  ?    (He  did  not  replj'.) 

What  was  here  fulfilled  ?— Isa.  liii.  7. 

Would  it  have  been  of  any  use  to  answer  ?    (Xot  any.) 

Did  the  witnesses  tell  the  same  thing?— Mark  xiv.  58,  59. 

What  should  we  learn  from  this  example?— 1  Pet.  ii.  20-23. 

Wliat  did  tlie  hitrh-priest  say? 

What  did  he  mean  by  lad'mre  thee'?    (I  ask  upon  your  oath.) 

What  did  he  mean  by  the  Christ?    (The  Messiah.) 

64.  What  answer  did  Jesus  give  ? 

What  did  he  mean  by  thou  haaf.  sa/fi.''— Mark  xiv.  62. 
How  did  he  say  they  should  see  him  hereafter? 
Of  what  should  this  have  reminded  Caiaphas?— John  xi.  49-51. 
What  did  Jesus  say  before  this  ?— See  Luke  xxil.  67,  68. 
What  do  you  read  in  Rev.  i.  7  ? 
What  is  written  in  Rev.  vi.  15-17  ? 

65.  What  did  the  high-priest  do  then  ? 

Why  did  he  tear  his  clothes?  (As  an  evidence  that  he  con- 
sidered what  Jesus  had  said,  blasphemy.) 

If  any  man  were  to  say  what  Jesus  did,  would  it  be  blasphemy? 
(Yes.) 

Why  was  it  not  blasphemy  in  Jesus?    (He  is  God.) 

66.  What  did  the  high-priest  ask  the  council? 
What  was  their  answer? 

What  was  the  punishment  for  blasphemy  according  to  the 
Jewish  law?— Lev.  x.xiv.  16. 

67.  What  did  they  do  then  ? 
What  do  you  read  in  isa.  1.  6? 

What  is  the  meaning  of  buffeted?    (Struck  him  with  their  fists.) 

How  does  Mark  relate  this  ?— Mark  xiv.  65. 

Do  you  remember  who  it  was  tliat  they  thus  insulted  ? 

Do  you  remeinber  why  he  had  come  to  this  earth  ? 

Did" the  Lord  Jesus  sh'ow  any  anger  when  thus  treated  ? 

What  did  Jesus  teach  ?— Matt.  v.  44. 

What  did  he  say  to  one  who  struck  him  ?— John  xviii.  23. 

68.  What  did  they  say  ? 

Could  he  see  who  did  it?— Luke  xxii.  64. 
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'SVhat  did  they  mean  by  saying  this  to  him  ?  (To  treat  with  ridi- 
cule and  contempt  his  assertion  tliat  he  was  the  Son  of  God.) 

What  does  Paul  teach  us  from  this  example  of  Christ  ?—lieb. 
xii.  3. 


LESSON  XXXIV. 


Christ  denied  hy  Feter — Death  of  JTudas. 

Where  was  Jesus  when  we  finished  the  last  lesson  ? 

How  was  he  treated  ? 

What  had  he  told  his  eleven  disciples  that  night  ?— Matt,  xxvL 

31. 
What  did  Peter  say  to  that?— Ver.  33. 
What  did  Jesus  tell  him  ? 

ITow  did  the  Jews  divide  the  night  by  cock-crowing?* 
Which  of  these  times  did  tlie  Lord  speak  of?— See  Mark  xiv.  30. 
Did  Peter  believe  what  his  Lord  said?— Matt.  xxvi.  35. 
What  did  the  others  say  ? 
What  happened  when  the  mob  took  Jesus  ?— Ver.  56,  last  claase. 


Matthew  xxvi.  69-75. 


69  If  Now  Peter  sat  without  in  the 
palace :  and  a  damsel  came  unto 
him,  sayinp:.  Thou  also  wast  with 
Jasus  of' Galilee. 

70  But  he  denied  before  them  all, 
saying,  I  know  not  what  thou  sayest. 

71  And  when  he  was  gone  out  into 
the  porch,  another  maid  saw  him, 
and  said  unto  them  that  were  there. 
This  ffllow  was  also  with  Jesus  of 
Nazareth. 

72  And  again  he  denied  with  an 
oath,  I  do  not  know  the  man. 


73  And  after  a  while  came  unto 
him  they  that  stood  b}%  and  said  to 
Peter,  Surely  thou  also  art  one  of 
them;  for  thy  speech  bewrayeth 
thee. 

74  Then  began  he  to  cnrse  and  to 
swear,  saying,  I  know  not  the  man. 
And  immediatel}'  the  cock  crew. 

7t  And  Peter  remembered  the  word 
of  Jesus,  which  said  unto  him,  Be- 
fore the  cock  crow,  thou  shalt  deny 
nie  thrice.  And  he  went  out,  and 
wept  bitterly. 


Matthew  xxvii.  1-10. 


1  When  the  morning  was  come,  all 
the  chief  priests  and  elders  of  the 
people  took  counsel  against  Jesus  to 
put  him  to  death: 

2  And  when  they  had  bound  him, 
they  led  him  iiway,  and  delivered 
him  to  Pontius  Pilate  the  governor. 

3  ^  Then  Judas,  which  had  betrayed 
him,  when  he  saw  that  he  was 
condemned,   repented   himself,  and  i 


brought  again  the  thirty  pieces  of 
silver  to  the  chief  priests  and  elders, 

4  Saj'ing,  I  have  sinned  in  that  I 
have  betrayed  the  innocent  blood. 
And  they  said.  What  is  that  to  us? 
see  thou  to  that. 

5  And  he  cast  down  the  pieces  of 
silver  in  the  temple,  and  departed, 
and  went  and  hanged  himself. 

6  And  the  chief  priests  took  the 


*  See  Biblical  Antiquities,  ch.  viii.  g  4. 
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silver  pieces,  and  said.  It  is  not  law-  |  9  Then  was  fulfilled  that  which 
ful  for  to  put  them  into  the  trea-  was  spoken  by  Jeremy  the  prophet, 
sury,  because  it  is  the  price  of  blood,  saying.  And  "they  took  the  thirty 
7  And    tliey     took    counsel,     and  |  pieces  of  silver,  'the   price  of   him 


bought  with  them  the  potter's  field, 
to  bury  strangers  in. 
8  AVherefore  that  field  was  called, 
The  field  of  blood,  unto  this  day. 


that  was  valued,  whom  they  of  the 
children  of  Israel  did  value; 
10  And  gave  them  for  the  potter's 
field,  as  the  Lord  appointed  me. 


69.  Where  was  Peter  ? 
Who  came  to  him  ? 
What  did  she  say  to  him  ? 

Why  was  our  Lord  called  Jesus  of  Galilee?    (He  had  lived  in 
GalUee.) 

70.  What  did  Peter  do  and  say? 

What  did  he  mean  by  this  ?    (To  deny  that  he  knew  Jesus.) 

71.  What  is  said  in  this  verse? 

What  was  the poj-r/i  in  Jewish  houses?    (The  passage  between 

the  outer  door  and  the  first  court  of  the  house.) 
What  did  tliis  maid  say  ? 

72.  What  did  he  again  do  ? 

73.  Wlio  spoke  to  him  next? 
What  then  took  place  ?— Marie  xiv.  68. 
Did  Peter  notice  that?    (No.) 

How  often  had  he  now  denied  his  Lord?    (Twice.) 

What  did  they  mean  by  one  of  them?    (One  of  Jesus'  disciples.) 

What  did  thej'  mean  hy  thy  speech  bewrayeth  thee  ?— Mark  xiv.  70. 

74.  What  did  Peter  then  do? 
Wliat  did  he  say  a  third  time? 
What  immediately  took  place? 

75.  What  did  Peter  remember? 
What  is  written  in  Luke  xxii.  61  ? 
What  did  he  tlien  do? 

Why  did  Peter  weep  bitterly  ?    (He  was  sorry  for  his  dreadftil 

sin.) 
Can  any  one  keep  himself  from  sin  without  the  help  of  God?— 

Rom.  vii.  18, 19. 
What  did  Peter  think  he  could  do?— Luke  xxii.  33. 
What,  then,  was  he  taught  by  God's  leaving  him  without  help? 

(His  own  weakness.) 
What  does  this  teach  us?— Heb.  iv.  16. 
Can  you  tell  how  Peter  acted  after  this  ?  (With  zealous  devotion 

to  the  cause  of  Christ.) 
What  part  of  the  New  Testament  did  he  write  ?  (The  First  and 

Second  Epistles  of  Peter.) 
Do  you  know  how  it  is  supposed  that  he  died  ?* 

*  See  Union  Bible  Dictionary. 
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Matthew  xxvii.  1-10. 

1.  What  took  place  the  next  morning  after  Christ 
had  been  taken  ? 

Did  all  those  events  happen  at  night  ?    (All  previous  to  this.) 

2.  How  did  they  mean  to  g:et  it  done? 
Was  Pilate  a  Roman  or  Jewish  officer?    (Roman.') 

Why  did  they  take  Jesus  to  this  governor  ?— John  xviii.  31. 

3.  When  Judas  saw  that  Jesus  was  condemned, 
what  did  lie  do  ? 

What  sort  of  repentance  was  this  ?   (Remorse  for  his  awful  sin) 

What  made  it  difl'erent  from  Peter's  repentance?  (Peter's  re- 
pentance led  him  to  the  Saviour  ;  Judas'  repentance  led  him 
into  other  sin.) 

What  did  he  do  with  the  money? 

What  money  was  that?  (That  which  he  had  received  for  betray- 
ing Jesus.) 

4.  What  did  Judas  say  ? 

What  did  he  mean  by  the  innocent  blood  ?  (The  innocent  person, 

Jesus.) 
What  did  they  answer  him? 

How  long  had  Jiidas  been  with  Jesus  ?    (About  two  years.) 
If  Jesus  had  been  a  wicked  man  and  a  deceiver,  would  not  Judas 

have  known  it?    (Certainly.) 
What  did  Judas  declare  him  to  be?    (Innocent.) 
Then  why  did  not  the  chief  priests  let  him  go?    (They  had  de- 
termined to  put  him  to  death,  because  they  hated  him.) 

5.  What  did  Judas  do  then  with  the  money  ? 
After  that,  what  did  he  do  ? 

What  must  we  suppose  prompted  him  to  this  act  ?  (His  remorse 

and  anguish  of  mind.) 
In  what  consisted  its  folly  as  well  as  its  sin  ?    (He  could  not  lose 

the  remembrance  of  his  sin;  for  the  soul  does  not  die.) 

6.  Who  took  the  silver  pieces? 
What  did  they  say  ? 

7.  What  did  they  buy  with  the  money? 

What  is  a  potter's  field?  '(A  piece  of  waste  ground  which  had 

been  used  by  those  who  made  earthenware.) 
For  what  did  they  buy  it? 

8.  What  was  that  field  called? 

What  is  meant  by  until  this  day  >  (The  time  this  Gospel  was 
written.) 

9.  10.  What  prophecy  was  then  fulfilled? 
Where  is  this  prophecv?— Zech.  xi.  12,  13. 

Why  is  it  called  the  prophecy  of  Jeremiah  ?  (Anciently  Jere- 
miah was  placed  first  in  the  Book  of  the  Prophets,  and  some- 
times used  as  a  name  for  the  whole  book.) 

What  warning  does  this  history  of  Judas  give  us?— Prov.  xiii.  15. 
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Did  the  money  that  he  got  for  his  crime  give  him  any  pleasure  ? 

(No :  he  could  not  bear  to  Iseep  it.) 
What  is  meant  by  the  pain  of  a  guilty  conscience?    (Distress  of 

mind  for  having  done  wrong.) 
How  may  men  now  deny  their  Lord,  as  Peter  did?     (By  being 

ashamed  of  obeying  his  commands.) 
How  may  they  betray  his  cause,  as  Judas  did  ?    (By  bringing 

reproach  upon  religion.) 


LESSON  XXXV. 


CJirist  is  condemned. 


After  Christ  had  been  seized  in  Gethsemane,  where  was  he 

first  taken  to  ? 
What  did  the  chief  priest  and  council  decide? 
To  whom  did  they  send  him  ? 

What  charge  did  they  now  bring  against  Jesus?— Luke  xxiii.  2. 
Why  did  they  not  charge  him  before  Pilate  with  blasphemy, 

which  they  pretended  was  hi^  crime  ? 

M-iTTHEW  xxvii.  11-26. 


11  And  Jesus  stood  before  the  gov- 
ernor: and  the  governor  asked  him, 
saying,  Art  thou  the  King  of  the 
Jews?  And  Jesus  said  unto  him, 
Thou  sayest. 

12  And"  when  he  was  accused  of 
the  chief  priests  and  elders,  he  an- 
swered nothing. 

13  Then  said  Pilate  unto  him, 
Hearest  thou  not  how  many  tilings 
they  witness  against  thee? 

14  And  he  answered  him  to  never 
a  word  ;  insomuch  that  the  governor 
marvelled  greatly. 

15  Now  at  that  "feast  the  governor 
■was  wont  to  release  unto  the  people 
a  prisoner,  whom  they  would. 

16  And  they  had  then  a  notable 
prisoner,  called  Barabbas. 

17  Therefore  when  they  were  gath- 
ered together,  Pilate  said  unto  them, 
Whom  will  ye  that  I  release  unto 
you  ?  Barabbas,  or  Jesus  which  is 
called  Christ? 

IS  For  he  knew  that  for  envy  they 
had  delivered  him. 


19  \  When  he  was  set  down  on  the 
judgment  seat,  his  wife  sent  unto 
him,  saj'iug.  Have  thou  nothing  to 
do  with'  that  just  man :  for  I  have 
suifered  many  things  this  day  in  a 
dream  because  of  him. 

20  But  the  chief  priests  and  elders 
persuaded  the  multitude  that  they 
should  ask  Barabbas,  and  destroy 
Jesus. 

21  The  governor  answered  and  said 
unto  them.  Whether  of  the  twain 
will  ye  that  I  release  unto  you? 
They  said,  Barabbas. 

22  Pilate  saith  unto  them.  What 
shall  I  do  then  with  Jesus  which  is 
called  Christ?  They  .all  say  unto 
him.  Let  him  be  crucified. 

23  And  the  governor  said.  Why, 
what  evil  hath  he  done  ?  But  they 
cried  out  the  more,  saying,  Let  him 
be  crucified. 

24  1[  When  Pilate  saw  that  he  could 
prevail  nothing,  but  that  rather  a 
tumult  was  made,  he  took  water, 
and  washed   his  hands  before  the 
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multitnde,   saying,   I  am  innocent  26  %  Then  released    he   Barabbas 

of  the  blood  of  this  just  person:  see  unto    them:     and    when     he     had 

ye  to  it.  scourged  Jesus,   he  delivered   him 

25  Then  answered  all  the  people,  to  be  crucified, 
and  said,  His  blood  be  on  us,  and  on 
our  children. 

11.  What  did  the  governor  say  to  Jesus? 
What  did  Jesus  answer  ? 

What  did  that  answer  mean  ?    (That  Jesus  was  really  King  of 

the  Jews.) 
How  was  he  King  of  the  Jews  ?    (He  was  spiritually  their  king.) 
How  did  he  explain  it  himself  to  Pilate  ?— John  xviii.  36,  37. 

12.  By  whom  w' as  Jesus  accused  ? 
Did  he  give  tliem  any  answer? 

Why  did  he  not?    (He  was  innocent;  but  he  knew  they  would 
listen  to  no  defence.) 

13.  What  did  Pilate  say  to  him? 

What  things  had  they  witnessed  against  him  ?— Luke  xxiii.  5 ; 
John  xix.  7. 

14.  Did  he  then  answer? 

What  did  the  governor  think  of  this? 
Why  did  he  wonder  ?    (At  the  meekness  of  Jesus.) 
What  did  Pilate  tell  the  people?— Luke  xxiii.  4. 
What  did  Pilate  then  do?— Luke  xxiii.  6,  7. 
Of  what  place  was  Herod  governor?    (Galilee.) 
"Where  was  Herod  at  this  time  ?— Luke  xxiii.  7. 
Why  did  Herod  wish  to  see  Jesus?— Luke  xxiii.  8. 
How  did  he  treat  liim?— Luke  xxiii.  11. 

What  did  Pilate  say  when  Jesus  came  back  from  Herod?— Luke 
xxiii.  13-16. 

15.  What  was  the  custom  at  the  passover  ? 

16.  Whom  had  they  then  in  prison? 

Why  had  Barabbas  been  cast  into  prison  ?— Mark  xv.  7. 

17.  Wliat  is  said  in  tliis  verse  ? 

18.  What  did  Pilate  know? 

What  is  envy  ?  (Discontent  and  dislike  excited  by  the  superiority 

of  another.) 
Why  did  not  Pilate  let  him  go  ?    (He  was  afraid  to  displease  the 

people.) 
What  directions  are  given  to  judges  in  Deut.  i.  17? 

19.  Wliat  warning  did  Pilate  receive  ? 

20.  Wliat  did  the  chief  priests  and  elders  do  ? 

21.  What  did  the  governor  ask  them  ? 

What  is  the  meaning  of  whether  of  the  twain?     (Which  of  the 
two.) 

How  did  the  people  answer  Pilate  ? 
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What  did  Peter  afterwards  tell  the  people  about  this,  as  you  read 
in  Acts  iii.  14, 15  ? 

22.  What  did  Pilate  ask  them  ? 
What  did  they  all  answer? 

23.  What  did  the  governor  ask  them  ? 

How  often  did  Pilate  say  this  to  them  ?— Luke  xxiii.  22. 

Could  they  tell  Pilate  of  any  evil  Christ  had  done?    (No:  he 

had  never  done  evil.) 
What  did  they  then  do  ? 

24.  What  did  Pilate  see? 
What  did  he  then  do  and  say? 

What  did  he  mean  by  wa.shing  his'hands  ?    (To  signify  that  he 

was  not  guilty  of  our  Saviour's  death.) 
Wa.s  he  innocent?  (No:  he  was  guilty.) 
What  was  his  duty  as  a  governor  and  judge  ?   (To  release  Jesus.) 

25.  How  did  the  people  answer  ? 

What  did  they  mean  by  that?    (Let  any  punishment  this  act 

deserved  come  on  them  and  their  posterity.) 
What  was  soon  to  befall  tliem  ?— Luke  xxi.  24. 
What  was  done  to  their  city  and  temple  ?    (They  were  destroyed 

by  the  Romans.) 

26.  Whom  did  Pilate  release  to  them? 
What  did  he  do  with  Jesns? 

What  was  the  punishment  of  scourging  ?    (Whipping.) 
Will  you  not  try  now  to  think  who  it  was  that  bore  all  this  treat- 
ment.—bound,  struck,  spit  on,  mocked,  scourged,  and  delivered 
to  a  mob  to  be  killed,— and  why  it  was  that  the  holy  Son  of 
God  was  willing  to  endure  it  all  ? 


LESSON  XXXVI. 

TJie  Crucifiacion. 

Who  at  last  condemned  Jesus  to  death  ? 
What  was  the  charge  against  him  ? 
To  whom  did  Pilate  give  him  up  ? 

Matthew  xxvii.  27-37. 


27  Then  the  soldiers  of  the  gov- 
ernor took  Jesus  into  the  comnioa 
hall,  and  gathered  unto  him  the 
whole  band  u/  soldiers. 

28  And  they  stripped  him,  and  put 
on  him  a  scarlet  robe. 

29  \  And  when  they  had  platted  a 


10 


crown  of  thorns,  they  put  it  upon  his 
head,  and  a  reed  in  "his  right  hand : 
and  they  bowed  the  knee  before 
him,  and  mocked  him,  saying,  Uail, 
King  of  the  Jews ! 
30  And  they  spit  upon  him,  and  took 
the  reed,  and  smote  him  on  the  head. 
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31  And  after  that  they  had  mocked 
him,  they  took  the  robe  off  from 
him,  and  put  his  own  raiment  on 
him,  and  led  him  away  to  crucify 
him. 

32  And  as  they  came  out,  they 
found  a  man  of  C.vrene,  Simon  by 
name :  him  they  compelled  to  bear 
his  cross. 

33  ^  And  when  they  were  come 
unto  a  place  called  Golgotha,  that  is 
to  say,  a  place  of  a  skull, 

31  They  gave  him  vinegar  to  drink 


mingled  with  gall :  and  when  he  had 

tasted  thereof,  he  would  not  drink. 

35  And  they  crucified  him,  and 
parted  his  garments,  casting  lots: 
that  it  might  be  fulfilled  which  was 
spoken  by  the  prophet,  They  parted 
my  garments  among  them,  and  upon 
my  vesture  did  they  cast  lots. 

36  And  sitting  down  they  watched 
him  there  ; 

37  And  set  up  over  his  head  his 
accusation  written,  THIS  IS  JE- 
SUS THE  KING  OF  THE  JEWS. 


27.  What  did  the  soldiers  do  with  Jesus? 
What  was  the  common  hall  ?    (The  governor'.s  palace.) 

How  many  soldiers  were  in  a  Roman  band  ?    (From  400  to  600 

men.) 

28.  What  did  they  then  do  ? 

Why  did  they  put  upon  him  a  scarlet  robe?  (In  mockery  of  his 
assertion  that  he  was  a  king.) 

29.  What  did  they  do  next? 

Why  did  they  put  a  crown  upon  his  head?  (Kings  wore  crowns 
of  gold.) 

Why  did  they  make  it  of  thorns  ?  (To  insult  him  and  increase 
his  .sufferings.) 

Why  did  they  put  a  reed  in  his  hand  ?    (To  imitate  a  sceptre.) 

What  is  a  reed  ?    (A  fragile,  slender  plant.) 

Is  it  likelv  his  hands  were  bound?— Ver.  2. 

Wliat  did  they  tlien  do? 

Why  did  they  bow  the  knee  ?    (In  pretended  homage.) 

What  did  they  mean  by  all  this?  (To  make  a  ridiculous  imita- 
tion of  regal  splendour,  and  thus  showtheir  contempt  of  Jesus' 
claim  to  be  king.) 

What  is  mockery  ?    (Derision,  ridicule.) 

What  did  they  mean  by  saying  Hail,  king  of  the  Jews?  (To  sa- 
lute him  with  mock  re.spect.) 

30.  What  did  they  then  do? 

Why  did  thev  do  this  ?    (To  insult  him  and  pain  him.) 
Had  Jesus  foretold  this  treatment  ?— Matt.  xx.  18, 19. 
What  then  took  place  ?— See  John  xix.  4-16. 

31.  What  did  they  do  witli  his  dress  ? 

32.  What  took  place  on  the  way? 

What  was  a  cross?    (An  upright  beani  with  another  piece  laid 

across  it  near  the  top.) 
How  were  the  crosses  of  those  who  were  crucified  usually  carried 

to  the  place  of  execution  ?    (By  the  person  about  to  suffer.) 
Where  was  the  place  of  execution  ?    (A  short  distance  outside 

the  walls  of  the  city.) 
Who  does  John  say  carried  the  cross  ?— John  xix.  17. 
How  do  you  reconcile  the  accounts  ?    (Jesus  carried  it  until  he 

became  too  exhausted  to  do  it.) 
May  not  the  man  of  Cj^rene  have  assisted  him  ?— See  Luke  xxiii. 

26. 
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Who  followed  Jesus  ?— Lnke  xxiii.  27. 
Who  else  went  with  him  ?— Luke  xxiii.  32. 

33.  To  what  place  did  they  come  ? 
What  else  was  it  called?— Lukexxiii.  33. 

34.  What  did  they  give  him  to  drink? 
Why  did  they  give  him  any  thing?— John  xix.  28. 
What  is  gall  ?    (Some  very  bitter  .substance.) 
What  prophecy  was  fulfilled  bj-  this  ?— Ps.  Ixix.  21. 

Was  it  common  to  give  drink  of  this  kind  to  persons  who  were 
executed?    (Yes.) 

What  does  Mark  call  it?— Mark  xv.  23. 

What  effect  had  this  kind  of  drink  ?  (It  acted  as  an  opiate,  stu- 
pefying the  senses.) 

Why,  then,  did  not  Jesus  take  it,  if  he  was  thirsty  ?  (His  suffer- 
ings were  all  necessary  and  all  voluntary.) 

What  was  he  willing  to  take?— See  John  xix.  29,  30. 

35.  What  did  they  then  do  to  him? 

How  was  crucifixion  performed  ?  (The  sufferer  was  fastened  to 
the  cross  by  nails  driven  through  his  hands  and  feet,  and  so  re- 
mained till  he  died.) 

What  made  it  very  painful  ? 

What  was  done  witli  his  garments  ? 

How  did  they  part  his  garments? 

What  is  casting  lots?  (Deciding  a  matter  by  the  unforeseen  posi- 
tion of  something  thrown.) 

How  is  it  told  bv  John  ?— xix.  23,  24, 

What  was  fulfilled? 

Where  is  this  prophecy  written  ?— Ps.  xxii.  18. 

On  what  day  of  the  week  was  Jesus  crucified  ?— Mark  xv.  42. 

At  what  hour  of  the  day  w^is  he  put  on  the  cross  ?— Mark  xv.  25. 

What  o'clock  was  the  third  hour  of  the  Jews?  (Nine  o'clock  of 
our  time.) 

36.  What  did  the  soldiers  do  ? 

Why  did  they  watch  him  ?    (To  prevent  his  being  taken  down.) 

37.  What  did  they  set  over  his  head? 

What  is  an  accusation?    (The  declaration  of  his  offence.) 

What  is  said  of  this  in  .John  xix.  10-22  ? 

Why  was  this  written  in  three  different  languages?  (That  all  in 

the  crowd  might  be  able  to  understand  it.) 
By  whom  was  the  Hebrew  language  spoken  ?    (The  Jews.) 
What  nation  spoke  the  Latin  ?    (Tlie  Romans.) 
What  people  spoke  Greek  ?    (It  was  tlie  language  of  Greece,  but 

was  spoken  by  other  nations  at  this  time.) 
What  did  Jesus  say  on  the  cross?— Luke  xxiii.  34. 
Did  the  Romans  or  Jews  know  lie  was  the  Messiah?— See  1  Cor. 

ii.  8. 
What  took  place  whilst  Jesus  hung  on  the  cross  ?— John  xix.  25- 

27. 
Do  we  read  of  any  of  the  other  disciples  being  present  ?    (No.) 
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LESSON  XXXVII. 


Death  of  Christ. 

What  part  of  the  history  of  our  Lord  was  given  in  the  last 

lesson? 
Where  was  he  crucified? 


Matthew  xxvii.  38-53. 


38  Then  -were  there  two  thieves 
crucified  with  him  ;  oue  on  the  right 
hand,  and  the  other  on  the  left. 

39  Tl  And  they  that  passed  by  re- 
viled him,  wagging  their  heads, 

40  And  saying.  Thou  tliat  destroy- 
est  the  temple,  and  buildest  it  in 
three  days,  save  thyself.  If  thou  be 
the  Son  of  God,  come  down  from  the 
cross. 

41  Likewise  also  the  chief  priests 
mocking  /i;m,  with  the  scribes  and 
elders,  said, 

42  He  saved  others;  himself  he 
cannot  save.  If  he  be  the  King  of 
Israel,  let  him  now  come  down  from 
the  cross,  and  we  will  believe  him. 

43  He  trusted  in  God  :  let  him  de- 
liver him  now,  if  he  will  have  him  : 
for  he  said,  I  am  the  Son  of  God. 

44  The  thieves  also,  which  were 
crucified  with  him,  cast  the  sajne  in 
his  teeth. 

45  Now  from  the  sixth  hour  there 
•was  darkness  over  all  the  land  unto 
the  ninth  hour. 

46  And  about  the  ninth  hour  Jesus 


called  with  a  loud  voice,  saying,  Eli, 
Eli,  lama  sabachthani  ?  that  is  to 
say.  My  God,  my  God,  why  hast 
thou  forsaken  me  ? 

47  Some  of  them  that  stood  there, 
when  they  heard  that,  said,  This  man 
calleth  fjr  Elias. 

48  And  straightway  one  of  them 
ran,  and  took  a  sponge,  and  filled  it 
with  vinegar,  and  put  it  on  a  reed, 
and  gave  it  to  him  to  drink. 

49  The  rest  said.  Let  be,  let  us  see 
whether  Elias  will  come  to  save  him. 

50  f  Jesus,  when  he  had  cried  agaiu 
with  a  loud  voice,  yielded  up  the 
ghost. 

51  And,  behold,  the  vail  of  the  tem- 
ple was  rent  in  twain  from  the  top 
to  the  bottom ;  and  the  earth  did 
quake,  and  the  rocks  rent; 

.')2  And  the  graves  were  opened  ; 
and  many  bodies  of  the  saints  whi<;h 
slept  arose, 

53  And  came  out  of  the  graves  after 
his  resurrection,  and  went  into  the 
holy  city,  and  appeared  unto  many. 


38.  Who  were  crucified  at  the  same  time  ? 
How  were  they  placed  ? 

39.  Did  those  that  saw  Jesus  pity  him? 
How  did  thev  act  ? 

What  is  the  meaning  of  reviled  ?    (Treated  him  with  Insult.) 
What  is  written  concerning  Christ,  in  1  Pet.  ii.  23,  24? 

40.  What  did  thev  sav? 

Why  did  they  sav  this?    (They  thought  Jesus  could  not  come 
down,  and  thej^'taunted  him  with  boasting  of  power  he  did  not 

possess.) 
Could  he  not  have  come  down  ?    (Yes.l  , 

Why  did  he  not?    (He  died  to  save  sinners.) 

41.  Wlio  mocked  him  besides  the  people? 

42.  What  did  they  say  ?  J 
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How  had  he  saved  others  from  death  ?    (By  his  miracles.) 
Had  he  brought  any  to  life  who  were  dead?— Luke  vii.  11-15; 

Mark  v.  35-42 :  John  xi.  43,  44. 
Why  did  they  not  believe  on  Jesus  ?— Acts  xxviii.  27, 

43.  What  did  they  further  say? 

Was  it  any  proof  that  he  was  not  the  Son  of  God,  that  God  did 

not  deliver  him  ?    (Not  any.) 
Why  not  ?— John  iii.  16. 

44.  What  did  the  thieves  do? 

What  is  meant  by  this  expression  ?    (They  reviled  Jesus,  as  did 

the  others.) 
How  does  Luke  state  this  more  particularly  ?— Luke  xxiii.  39^3. 
May  this  case  encourage  any  one  to  put  OH"  repentance  till  death  ? 

(No:  Prov.  xxix.  1.) 
Is  it  likely  that  this  thief  had  had  the  means  of  knowing  the 

Saviour?    (No.) 
Can  any  of  you  have  this  reason  for  not  repenting  ? 

45.  Wliat  now  took  place  ? 

What  time  of  the  day  was  this  ?  (From  twelve  o'clock  till  three.> 

46.  What  did  Jesus  then  do  ? 

Do  you  know  what  language  that  is  ?    (Syro-Chaldaic.) 

What  is  the  meaning  of  these  words? 

How  had  God  forsaken  him  ?— Isa.  liii.  6. 

Had  he  deserved  to  be  forsaken  by  God  ?— I  Pet.  ii.  22. 

Whj%  then,  was  he  forsaken?— 2  Cor.  v.  21. 

Did  the  Lord  Jesus  cry  out  under  his  other  sufferings  ?    (No.) 

47.  What  did  some  think  lie  said  ? 

48.  What  did  one  of  them  do  ? 

Why  did  they  give  him  drink  in  this  way  ?    (They  could  not 
reach  a  cup  to  him.) 

49.  What  did  the  rest  say  ? 

50.  What  did  Jesus  do  again  ? 

What  words  did  he  use?— Luke  xxiii.  46;  John  xix.  30. 

What  did  he  mean  hy  saying  it  isfinWxed?   (His  atonement  for 

sin  was  completed.) 
What  is  meant  by  his  yielding  up  the  ghost  ?    (Dying.) 

51.  What  took  place  in  the  temple  ? 
What  was  the  vail  of  the  temple?— 'Ex.  xxvi.  33. 
What  is  the  meaning  of  rent  in  twain  ?    (Torn  in  two.) 
What  else  took  place  ? 

What  is  the  meaning  of  quake  ?    (To  shake.) 

52.  What  is  mentioned  in  this  verse  ? 

Who  are  meant  by  saints  ?    (Pious  persons  who  had  died.) 
Why  are  they  said  to  sleep .?— Job  xiv.  12. 

53.  When  did  their  bodies  come  out  of  their  graves  ? 
Whei-e  did  they  go  ? 

What  city  was  called  the  holy  cUy?—'Neh.  xi.  1. 
What  parts  of  our  Lord's  sufferings  are  particularly  mentioned 
in  one  of  the  Psalms?— See  Ps.  xxii.  i,  7,  8, 15-18. 
10* 
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If  crucifixion  was  a  disgraceful  punishment,  whv  are  not  Chris- 
tians ashamed  of  the  cross  of  the  Lord  Jesus  ?— Gal.  vi.  14. 
What  should  move  the  hearts  of  sinners  ?— Rom.  v.  6-8. 


LESSON  XXXVIII. 

JBurial  of  Christ. 

What  was  the  subject  of  the  last  lesson  ? 

Who  condemned  Christ  to  death  ? 

Who  crucitied  liini  ? 

Who  caused  him  to  be  condemned  and  crucified? 

Had  they  any  reason  for  this  ? 


Matthew  xx^^i.  64-66. 


54  Now  when  the  centurion,  and 
they  that  were  with  him,  watching 
Jesus,  saw  the  earthquake,  and 
those  things  that  were  done,  they 
feared  greatly,  saying,  Truly  this 
was  the  Son  of  God. 

65  And  many  women  were  there 
beholding  afar  off,  which  followed 
Jesus  from  Galilee,  ministering 
unto  him : 

56  Among  which  was  Mary  Mag- 
dalene, and  Mary  the  mother  of 
James  and  Joses,  and  the  mother 
of  Zebedee's  children. 

67  When  the  even  was  come,  there 
came  a  rich  man  of  Arimathea, 
named  Joseph,  who  also  himself 
was  Jesus'  disciple : 

58  He  went  to  Pilate,  and  begged 
the  body  of  Jesus.  Then  Pilate 
commanded  the  body  to  be  delivered. 

.59  And  when  Joseph  had  taken 
the  body,  he  wrapped  it  in  a  clean 
linen  cloth, 

60  And  laid  it  in  his  own  new 
tomb,  which  he  had  hewn  out  in  the 
rock:  and  he  rolled  a  great  stone  to 


the  door  of  the  sepulchre,  and  de- 
parted. 

61  And  there  was  Mary  Magdalene, 
and  the  other  Mary,  sitting  over 
against  the  sepulchre. 

62  H  Now  the  next  day.  that  fol- 
lowed the  day  of  the  preparation, 
the  chief  priests  and  Pharisees 
came  together  unto  Pilate, 

63  Saying,  Sir,  we  remember  that 
that  deceiver  said,  while  he  was 
yet  alive,  After  three  days  1  will 
rise  again. 

64  Command  therefore  that  the 
sepulchre  be  made  sure  until  the 
third  day,  lest  his  disciples  come 
by  night' and  steal  him  away,  and 
say  unto  the  people.  He  is  riseu 
from  the  dead:  so  the  last  error 
shall  be  worse  than  the  first. 

65  Pilate  said  unto  them,  Ye  have 
a  watch :  go  your  way,  make  it  as 
sure  as  ye  can. 

66  So  they  went,  and  made  the 
sepulchre  sure,  sealing  the  stone, 
and  setting  a  watch. 


54.  Who  are  mentioned  here  ? 

What  Is  a  centurion  ?    (An  officer  who  commanded  a  hundred 

men.) 
Who  were  those  who  watched  Jesus  ?    (Roman  soldiers.) 
What  did  they  say  ? 


THE    LIFE   OF    CHRIST.  115 


What  led  them  to  say  this  ? 

What  are  meant  by  "  those  thijigs  that  were  done''  ?  (The  darkness, 

and  the  earthquake,  and  the  opened  graves.) 
How  did  they  prove  that  Jesus  was  the  Son  of  God  ?  (He  claimed 

to  be  so,  and  these  miracles  attested  his  truth.) 
What  else  was  said  ?— Luke  xxiii.  47. 
How  did  the  people  feel  ?— Luke  xxiii.  48. 

55.  Who  else  saw  the  death  of  Jesus  ? 
Where  were  they  ? 

Where  had  they  come  from  ? 

What  is  meant  by  ministering  ?    (Attending  and  serving.) 
What  women  are  mentioned  in  Luke  viii.  2,  3,  as  having  minis- 
tered unto  him? 

56.  Who  were  amonp^  them  ? 

Wliat  is  said  of  Mary  Magdalene  in  Luke  viii.  2? 

Why  is  she  called  Magdalene  ?  (She  was  from  the  town  of  Mag- 
dala.) 

Who  were  the  children  of  Zebedee  ?— Matt.  x.  2. 

What  next  took  place  ?— See  John  xix.  31-37. 

What  is  meant  by  the  preparation  ?  (The  day  before  the  Sab- 
bath, because  they  prepared  every  thing  on  that  day  for  the 
observance  of  the  Sabbath.) 

Why  did  they  wish  to  break  the  legs  of  the  crucified  ?  (To  has- 
ten their  death.) 

Why  did  they  not  break  the  legs  of  Jesus  ?  (He  was  already 
dead.) 

What  was  done  to  him?  (One  of  the  soldiers  pierced  his  side 
with  a  spear.) 

Who  saw  this  ?    (John.) 

What  scripture  was  fulfilled  by  these  things  ?— Ex.  xii.  46 ;  Zech. 
xii.  10. 

What  does  the  text  in  Exodus  refer  to  ?    (The  paschal  lamb.) 

How  does  it  apply  to  Christ  ?  (The  paschal  lamb  was  a  type  of 
Christ.) 

57.  What  happened  on  the  evening  of  Christ's 
death  ? 

What  was  the  character  of  Joseph  ?— Mark  xv.  43 ;  John  xix.  38. 

58.  What  did  he  do? 
What  did  Pilate  do? 

What  is  said  of  this  in  Mark  xv.  44,  45? 
Who  came  with  Joseph  ?— John  xix.  39. 

59.  What  did  Joseph  do  with  the  body? 
What  else  did  they  do?— John  xix  40. 

How  did  the  Jews  usually  bury  their  dead?  (They  wrapped 
them  in  linen,  with  spices  in  the  folds,  and  laid  them,  without 
a  coffin,  in  the  tomb.) 

60.  Where  did  he  lay  it  ? 

Where  was  this  new  tomb  ?— John  xix.  41. 

What  was  prophesied  of  Jesus  in  Isa.  liii.  9? 

Who  saw  him  buried  ?— Mark  xv.  47 ;  Luke  xxiii.  55. 

61.  What  is  said  in  this  verse  ? 
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What  is  meant  by  over  against?    (Opposite.)  ^ 

Who  was  the  other  Mary  ?— Ver.  56. 

62.  What  took  place  the  next  day? 

How  did  the  Jews  count  their  days  ?  (From  evening  to  evening.) 
Does  this,  tlien,  mean  the  next  morning?    (No;  after  sunset  or 
that  day. ) 

63.  What  did  they  say  to  Pilate  ? 

Whom  did  they  mean  by  that  deceiver?    (Jesus.) 

Why  did  thej^  call  liim  a  deceiver?  (They  implied  that  his  death 

proved  that  he  was  not  tlie  Messiah.) 
When  had  Jesus  said  this?— Matt.  xvi.  21,  xvii.  23,  &c. 

64.  What  did  they  wish  him  to  do  ? 
Why  did  they  wisli  to  have  it  made  sure? 

Why  did  they  suppose  that  tlie  disciples  would  steal  away  tlie 

body  ?    (To  pretend  he  had  risen.) 
What  did  tliey  mean  by  the  last  error  being  worse  than  the  first? 

(The  belief  that  Jesus  had  risen  would  have  more  iutlueuce 

than  his  claim  to  be  the  Messiah.) 

65.  What  did  Pilate  say  to  them  ? 

What  did  Pilate  mean  by  their  watch  ?    (The  guard  of  soldiers.) 

66.  What  did  they  do  to  the  sepulchre? 

What  is  meant  by  sealinpffi-c  stone?  (Making  it  secure;  probably 
by  placing  on  it  a  seal  stamped  with  a  signet.) 

How  did  they  set  a  watch  ?    (Placed  a  guard  at  the  tomb.) 

Was  not  this  making  the  sepulchre  ver}/  secure?    (Very.) 

Is  it  a  proof  that  persons  love  Jesus  if  they  feel  sorry  when  they 
read  of  his  cruel  death  ? 

Do  we  not  feel  so  for  any  man  ? 

What,  then,  is  the  sorrow  that  every  sinner  should  feel  when  he 
reads  of  the  sufferings  and  death  of  Christ?  (That  Jesus  suf- 
fered for  him  :  Isa.  liii.  .5.) 

What  comfort  does  it  give  to  Christians,  in  looking  forward  to 
death,  to  think  that  the  Lord  has  lain  in  the  grave  ?  (His  pre- 
sence consecrated  the  grave,  and  his  rising  triumphed  over  it : 
1  Cor.  XV.  55,  57.) 

Why  was  it  necessarv  that  he  should  be  under  the  power  of 
death  for  a  time  ?-Heb.  ii.  9, 14. 


LESSON  XXXIX, 

TJie  First  Day  of  the  Week. 

What  took  place  after  Jesus  was  found  to  be  dead  on  the 

cross  ? 
How  was  the  sepulchre  made? 
How  was  it  secured? 
How  was  it  guarded  ? 
On  what  day  of  the  week  did  Jesus  die? 
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JOHX  XX.  1-18. 


1  The  first  day  of  the  week  Cometh 
Mary  Magdalene  early,  when  it  was 
yet  dark,  unto  the  sepulchre,  and 
seeth  the  stone  taken  away  from  the 
sepulchre. 

2  Then  she  runneth,  and  cometh 
to  Simon  Peter,  and  to  the  other 
disciple,  whom  Jesus  loved,  and 
saith  unto  them.  They  have  taken 
away  the  Lord  out  of  the  sepulchre, 
and  "we  know  not  where  they  have 
laid  him. 

3  Peter  therefore  went  forth,  and 
that  other  disciple,  and  came  to  the 
sepulchre. 

4  So  they  ran  both  together:  and 
the  other  disciple  did  outrun  Peter, 
and  came  first  to  the  sepulchre. 

5  And  he  stooping  down,  uiul  look- 
ing in,  saw  the  linen  clothes  lying: 
yet  went  he  not  in. 

6  Then  cometh  Simon  Peter  fol- 
lowing him,  and  went  into  the  se- 
pulchre, and  seeth  the  linen  clothes 
lie, 

7  And  the  napkin,  that  was  ahout 
his  head,  not  lying  with  the  linen 
clothes,  but  wrapi)ed  together  in  a 
place  by  itself. 

8  Then  went  in  also  that  other  dis- 
ciple, which  came  first  to  the  sepul- 
chre, and  he  saw,  and  believed. 

9  For  as  yet  they  knew  not  the 
Scripture,  that  he  must  rise  again 
from  the  dead. 

10  Then  the  disciples  went  away 
again  unto  their  own  home. 

11  ^  But  Mary    stood   without  at 

1.  When  did  ]Marv  ]Magdalene  come  to  the  sepul- 
chre ? 

What  time  of  the  day  was  it? 

Who  were  with  her  ?— Mark  xvi.  1. 
What  is  the  first  day  ?    (The  Lords  clay.) 
Why  did  Marv  come  to  the  sepulchre  ?— Mark  xvi.  1. 
Why  did  they  not  anoint  the  body  of  Jesus  before?— Luke  xxiiL 
56. 

What  did  she  see? 

Who  had  removed  the  stone  ?— Matt,  xxviii.  I-A. 

What  had  become  of  the  wtitch  ?— :M.itt.  xxviii.  11-15. 

What  then  did  the  women  do  ?— Mark  xvi.  5. 

What  did  the  angel  say  to  them  ?— Mark  xvi.  6, 7. 

What  then  took  place?— Matt,  xxviii.  8-11. 

How  did  the  apostles  receive  the  news?— Luke  xxiv.  11. 

2.  To  whom  did  Mary  go? 


the  sepulchre  weeping:  and  as  she 
wept,  she  stooped  down,  and  looked 
into  tlie  sepulchre, 

12  And  seeth  two  angehs  in  white 
sitting,  the  one  at  the  head,  and  the 
other  at  the  feet,  where  the  body  of 
Jesus  had  lain. 

13  And  they  sav  unto  her.  Woman, 
why  weepesc  thou  ?  She  saith  uuro 
them.  Because  the\-  have  taken  away 
my  Lord,  and  I  know  not  where 
they  have  laid  liita. 

14*  And  when  she  had  thus  said, 
she  turned  herself  back,  and  saw 
Jesus  standing,  and  knew  not  that 
it  was  Jesus. 
15  Jesus  saith  unto  her.  Woman, 
why  weepest  thou  ?  whom  seekest 
thou?    She,  supposing  him  to  be  the 

j  gardener,  saith  unto  him.  Sir,  if 
thou  have  borne  him  hence,  tell  me 

j  where  thou  hast  laid  him,  and  I  will 

j  take  him  away. 

I    16  Jesus    saith    unto    her,   Jlary ! 

I  She  turned  herself,  and  saith  unto 
liiiii,  Kabboui '.  which  is  tosav.  Mas- 
ter. 

17  Jesus  saith  unto  her.  Touch  me 
not;  for  I  am  not  yet  ascended  to 
my  Father:  but  go  to  mj-  brethren, 
and  say  unto  them,  I  ascend  unto 
m,v  Father,  and  your  Father;  and 
to  my  God,  and  your  God. 

18  Mary  Magdalene  came  and  told 
the  disciples  that  she  had  seen  the 
Lord,  and  i/ia/  he  had  spoken  these 
things  unto  her. 
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Who  was  this  other  disciple  ?    (The  Apostle  John.) 
What  did  she  say  to  them  ? 

3.  Who  went  to  the  sepulchre  ? 

4.  How  did  they  go? 

Which  came  tirst "to  the  sepiilchi-e  ? 

5.  What  did  he  do  when  he  got  tliere? 
What  linen  clothes  ?    (The  burial-clothes.) 

6.  7.  What  did  Peter  then  do  ? 

8.  What  did  John  do  then? 

What  did  he  see  ?   (The  clothes  were  there,  nnd  Jesus  was  gone.) 

What  did  he  believe?    (That  Jesus  had  risen  from  the  dead.)   . 

».  Wliat  did  these  disciples  not  yet  know? 

Did  they  understand  it  when  Christ  hirnself  foretold  it?— Mark 

ix.  9,  10. 
What  part  of  the  Scriptures  foretell  the  resurrection  of  Christ? 

— Ps.  xvi.  9,  10;  Acts  ii.  25-27,  31. 
Can  you  mention  any  other  passages  of  the  kind  ? 
Why  did  not  the  disciples  know  or  understand  these  scriptures  ? 

—Luke  xxiv.  25. 
How  can  we  get  a  right  understanding  of  them?— John  v.  39; 

James  i.  5;  John  xiv.  26. 
Have  we  any  excuse  if  we  are  ignorant  of  the  Scriptures  ?  (No.) 
Have  we  any  excuse  if  we  know  the  Scriptures  and  do  not 

believe  them  ? 

10.  Where  did  the  disciples  then  go? 

11.  Wlio  remained  at  tlie  sepulchre? 
Which  of  the  Marys  was  this?— See  ver.  18. 
What  did  she  do  ? 

12.  Whom  did  she  see? 

13.  What  did  the  angels  say  to  Mary? 
What  did  she  an.swer  ? 

Did  she  think  he  was  alive  ?    (No.) 

14.  What  then  took  place  ? 
Wliom  did  she  see? 

Did  she  know  him? 

How  could  this  have  been  ?   (Her  grief  was  so  great  that  she  did 

not  take  much  notice,  and  it  was  not  yet  light  enough  to  see 

distinctlv.) 
What  time  was  it  ?— Ver.  1. 

15.  Wliat  did  Jesus  say  to  her  ? 
Whom  did  Mary  suppose  him  to  be? 
Where  was  there  a  garden?— John  xix,  41. 
What  did  she  say  to  him  ? 

1«.  What  did  Jesus  say  to  her? 

What  did  he  mean  by  that?    (To  call  her  attention,  that  she 
might  recognise  him.) 
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What  did  she  then  do  and  say? 

Why  do  you  suppose  Marj'  knew  him  when  he  called  her  by 
name  ?    (jjhe  knew  his  voice.) 

17.  What  did  Jesus  say  to  INIary? 

What  did  tlie  Lord  probably  mean  by  telling  Mary  not  to  touch 

him? 
Wliat  did  he  mean  by  ascending  ?    (Going  to  heaven.^ 
Whom  did  he  mean  by  his  and  their  Father  ?    (God.) 
How  can  sinners  become  the  children  of  God  ?— John  i.  12. 

18.  What  did  :Mary  Ma,i?dalene  do  ? 

Where  is  this  meeting'  of  Mary  with  Jesus  again  recorded?— 
Mark  xvi.  9-11. 

How  long  had  our  Lord  been  dead  before  he  arose  ?  (One  whole 
day  and  part  of  two  others.) 

What  had  Jesus  foretold,  as  recorded  in  Mark  viii.  31? 

How  do  j-ou  explain  the  expression  after  three  days?  (It  means 
until  the  third  day;  beginning  with  the  day  our  Saviour  was 
crucitted.) 

How  did  the  chief  priests  and  elders  try  to  conceal  Christ's  resur- 
rection ?— Matt,  x.x  viii.  11-15. 

Can  you  tell  why  this  report  of  theirs  is  absurd  ?  (Sixty  Roman 
soldiers  guarded  the  tomb ;  and  it  is  not  po.ssible  they  could  all 
have  slept,  especially  as  by  their  law  it  was  death  to  do  so; 
and,  if  they  were  asleep,  how  could  they  tell  what  had  oc- 
curred?) 

Why  is  it  important  to  have  it  proved  that  Christ  arose  from  the 
dead?  (It  proves  that  God  accepted  his  atonement,  and  it  is 
our  hope  of  a  resurrection.) 

The  disciples  believed  because  they  saw  Christ  dead  and  buried, 
and  saw  him  afterwards  alive:  have  we  as  good  reason  to  be- 
lieve it?    (Yes :  we  have  it  recorded  in  the  word  of  God.) 

Is  not  the  word  of  God  as  sure  evidence  as  if  we  had  seen  it? 
(Yes  :  Heb.  vi.  18.) 

What  did  Christ  say  about  those  who  did  not  see  these  proofs? 
—See  ver.  29. 


LESSON  XL. 

Christ  and  tJie  Disciples  ff(nng  to  JEmmaws. 

What  w^as  the  subject  of  the  last  lesson  ? 

On  what  day  did  Jesus  arise  from  the  sepulchre? 

Luke  xxiv.  13-35. 


13  %  And,  behold,  two  of  them  went 
that  same  day  to  a  village  called 
Emmaus,  which  was  from  Jerusalem 
about  threescore  furlongs. 

14  And  they  talked  together  of  all 
these  things  which  had  happened. 


15  And  it  came  to  pass,  that,  while 
they  communed  together  and  rea- 
soned, Jesus  himself  drew  near,  and 
went  with  them. 

16  But  their  eyes  were  holden  that 
they  should  not  know  him. 
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17  And  he  said  unto  them,  What 
manner  of  communications  art  these 
that  ye  have  one  to  another,  as  ye 
walk,  and  are  sad? 

18  And  the  one  of  them,  whose 
name  was  Cleopas,  answering  said 
unto  him,  Art  thi)U  only  a  stranger 
in  Jerusalem,  and  hast  not  kuown 
the  things  which  are  come  to  pass 
there  in  these  days  ? 

19  And  he  said' unto  them.  What 
things?  And  they  said  unto  him. 
Concerning  Jesus  of  Nazareth, which 
was  a  prophet  mighty  in  deed  and 
word  before  God  and  all  the  people: 

20  And  how  the  chief  priests  and 
our  rulers  delivered  him  to  be  con- 
demned to  death,  and  have  crucified 
him. 

21  But  we  trusted  that  it  had  been 
he  which  should  have  redeemed 
Israel :  and  beside  all  this,  to-day  is 
the  third  daj'  since  these  things  were 
done. 

22  Yea,  and  certain  women  also  of 
our  company  made  us  astonished, 
which  were  early  at  the  sepulchre ; 

2.3  And  when  "they  found  not  his 
body,  they  came,  saying,  that  they 
had  also  seen  a  vision  of  angels, 
which  said  th.at  he  was  alive. 

21  And  certain  of  them  which  were 
with  us  went  to  the  sepulchre,  and 
found  it  even  so  as  the  women  had 
said  :  but  him  they  saw  not. 

25  Then  he  said  unto  them,  O  fools, 
and  slow  of  heart  to  believe  all  that 
the  prophets  have  spoken  ! 

13.  What  happened  on  the  same  day? 
Two  of  whom?  '(the  disciples.) 

How  far  was  Enimaus  from  Jerusalem? 

How  many  miles  are  threescore  furlongs  ?   (Between  seven  and 

eight.) 
W^ho  was  one  of  these  disciples  ?— See  ver.  18. 
What  do  we  read  of  the  wile  of  Cleopas  ?— John  xix.  25. 

14.  Of  what  did  they  ta]k  together? 

What  were  these  things?    (The crucifixion  and  resurrection  of 
our  Saviour.) 

15.  Wliat  is  said  in  this  verse? 

What  is  the  meaning  of  communrd  to(jrthfir  ?    (Talked  together.) 

What  is  the  meaning  of  rcnsoned  ?    (Argued.) 

How  do  you  suppose  they  reasoned  about  it?    (Whether  all 

these  things  proved  Jesus  to  be  the  Messiah.) 
What  did  Jesus  do  ? 


26  Ought  not  Christ  to  have  suf- 
fered these  things,  and  to  enter  into 
his  glory  ? 

27  And  beginning  at  Moses  and  all 
the  prophets,  he  expounded  unto 
them  in  all  the  Scriptures  the  things 
coiicerning  himself. 

2^  And  they  drew  nigh  unto  the 
village,  whither  they  went:  and  he 
made  as  though  he  would  have  gone 
further. 

29  But  they  constrained  him,  say- 
ing. Abide  with  us ;  for  it  is  to- 
ward evening,  and  the  day  is  far 
spent.  And  he  went  in  to  tarry 
with  them. 

311  And  it  came  to  pass,  as  he  sat  at 
meat  with  them,  he  took  bread,  and 
blessed  it,  and  brake,  and  gave  to 
them. 

31  And  their  eyes  were  opened,  and 
they  knew  him;  and  he  vanished 
out  of  their  sight. 

32  And  they  said  one  to  another. 
Did  not  our  heart  burn  within  us, 
while  he  talked  with  us  by  the  way, 
and  while  he  opened  to  us  the  Scrip- 
tures ? 

.33  And  they  rose  up  the  same  hour, 
and  returned  to  Jerusalem,  and 
found  the  eleven  gathered  together, 
and  them  that  were  with  them. 

31  Saying.  The  Lord  is  risen  in- 
deed, and  hath  appeared  to  Simon. 

3.5  And  they  told  what  things  xcere 
done  in  the  wav,  and  how  he  was 
known  of  them  in  breaking  of  bread. 
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16.  Did  they  know  him? 
Why  did  they  not  ? 

Howls  this  related  by  Mark  ?— Mark  xvi.  12. 
What  does  that  mean  ?    (Different  from  his  ordinary  appear- 
ance.) 

17.  What  did  Jesus  ask  them  ? 

What  is  the  meaning  of  communications  f    (Conversation.) 
Why  were  these  disciples  sad? 

What  had  Jesus  said  to  his  disciples  before  his  crucifixion  ?— 
John  xvi.  20. 

18.  What  did  one  of  them  say? 

Were  the  sufferings  and  death  of  our  Saviour  well  known  in 

Jerusalem?    (Yes.) 
Why  were  they  so  well  known  ?    (From  the  wonderful  events 

that  took  place  at  his  death.) 
What  had  happened  on  the  day  of  his  death  that  would  cause 

people  to  remember  it?— Matt,  xxvii.  4-5. 

19.  What  did  Jesus  say  to  them? 

Why  did  he  ask  this?    (To"  have  them  tell  him  of  what  they 

had  been  talking,  and  thus  give  him  an  opportunity  to  instruct 

them.; 
Wiiat  answer  did  they  give? 
Why  did  they  say  he  was  of  Nazareth  ?— Matt.  ii.  23. 
Wnat  had  he  done  to  show  that  he  was  a  prophet  ?    (Worked 

miracles.) 
How  had  he  been  mighty  in  deed?—'Lu\<.e  vii.  21,  22. 
How  had  he  been  mighty  in  ivord  .*■— Mark  i.  22. 
How  had  he  been  mighty  be/ore  God?    (God  had  approved  his 

work.) 
How  had  he  been  mighty  before  all  the  people  ?    (In  the  sight  of 

all  people.) 

20.  Wliat  did  they  say  about  the  chief  priests  and 
rulers  ? 

21.  How  liad  the  disciples  been  disappointed? 
What  did  they  understand  by  his  redeeming  Israel?     (Restoring 

temporal  power  to  the  Jews.) 
In  what  state  was  the  nation  of  Israel  at  that  time  ?    (Subject  to 

the  Romans.) 
What  did  the  Jews  expect  the  Messiah,  or  Christ,  would  do  for 

them  ?    (Deliver  them  from  the  Romans,  and  restore  to  them 

their  ancient  kingdom.) 
Was  this  the  kind  of  redemption  he  came  to  bring  them  ?— Matt. 

L  21 ;  Col.  i.  14. 
What  made  them  doubt  whether  it  was  mcZeed  he  that  should 

have  redeemed  Israel  ?    (His  death.) 
What  did  tiiey  say  besides  this  ? 
Was  there  reason  to  expect  anything  extraordinary  on  the  third 

day  after  his  death  ?— Matt.  xvi.  21. 

22.  What  else  had  taken  place? 
What  women  were  these  ?— Ver.  10. 

How  had  they  astonished  them  ?    (By  telling  them  that  Jesus 
was  risen.) 

11 
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23.  What  did  they  not  find? 
What  did  they  say? 

What  is  a  vision  i"    (A  supernatural  appearance.) 
What  is  said,  in  verses  $-7  of  this  chapter,  of  this  vision  which 
the  women  saw  ? 

24.  Who  did  tliey  say  went  to  the  sepulchre? 

In  wliat  state  did  they  find  it? 

Whom  did  tliey  mean  by  certain  of  them  which  were  with 
them  ?— John  xx.  2,  3. 

25.  Wliat  did  Jesns  then  say? 
Why  did  he  call  them  fools  ?— Ver.  11. 

What  is  meant  by  their  being  slow  of  heart  ?  (Slow  to  understand 

and  believe.) 
Were  the  prophecies  so  plain  that  they  might  have  understood 

them  ?    (Yes.) 

26.  What  did  he  ask  them? 

What  is  meant  by  ouctht  not  Christ  to  suffer,  &c.?  (Was  it  not 
necessary  that  he  should  sutler,  as  the  prophets  had  foretold 
that  he  would?) 

Why  did  Christ  suffer  these  things  before  he  entered  into  his 
glorj'  ?— Ver.  44,  and  l  Pet.  iii.  18. 

What  was  it  to  enter  into  his  glory?— Eph.  i.  20,  21. 

27.  What  did  Jesus  then  do? 

What  part  of  the  Bible  was  written  by  Moses  ?    (The  first  five 

books.) 
What  is  the  meaning  of  expounded  ?    (Explained.) 
Can  you  mention  some  prophecies  concerning  Christ  in  the 

writings  of  Moses?— Gen.  iii.  15,  xxii.  18,  xlix.  10;  JSum.  xxiv. 

17;  Deut.  xviii.  15. 

28.  To  what  place  did  they  draw  nigh  ? 
What  was  the  name  of  this  village  ?— Ver.  13. 
What  did  Jesus  do  then? 

Wliat  does  that  mean  ?  (He  went  on,  as  a  person  would  who  did 
not  intend  to  stop.) 

29.  Wliat  did  tliey  do  and  say  to  him  ? 

What  is  the  meaning  of  constrained  ?    (Urged.) 

What  did  Jesus  do  ? 

Did  they  know  him  yet  ?    (No.) 

30.  Wliat  came  to  pass  as  he  sat  at  meat  with  them  ? 
Had  they  ever  before  seen  him  do  the  same  thing  ?— Mark  vi,  41, 

viii,  6. 

31.  What  then  took  place  ? 

What  is  the  meaning  of  vanished?    (Disappeared.) 

32.  What  did  they  saj^  to  eaeli  other? 

How  did  Jesus  open  to'  them  the  Scriptures  ?   (Explained  them.) 
What  is  meant  by  their  hearts  burning  within  them  ?    (Their 

hearts  were  filled  with  love  and  gratitude  to  Jesus.) 
What  caused  them  to  feel  in  this  manner  ?    (The  contemplation 

of  all  he  had  done  and  sulFered  for  them.) 
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33.  What  did  the  two  disciples  do  the  same  hour  ? 

What  time  of  the  day  was  it?— Ver.  29. 

How  far  were  they  from  Jerusalem  ?  (Between  seven  and  eight 

miles.) 
Who  were  meant  by  the  eleven?    (The  apostles.) 
Why  were  there  only  eleven  apostles  ?— Matt,  xxvii.  3,  5. 
Were  tlie  apostJes  alone? 

34.  What  did  the  apostles  say  to  the  two  disciples? 

Who  was  Simon  ?— Luke  vi.  14. 

Does  it  seem  from  this  tliat  Peter  saw  him  before  the  other 
apostles  did  ?— And  see  1  Cor.  xv.  5. 

35.  What  did  the  two  disciples  tell  ? 
What  things  had  been  done  in  the  way  ? 

How  was  Jesus  known  of  them  in  breaking  of  bread?  (When 
Jesus  gave  them  the  bread,  he  made  himself  known  to  them.) 

Do  you  not  think  it  was  a  great  privilege  to  hear  Jesus  explain 
the  Scriptures  ? 

Can  he  give  you  any  help  now  in  understanding  them?— See 
John  xiv.  2(5,  xvi.  13. 

How,  then,  should  you  seek  this  help  ?— Matt.  xxi.  22. 
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Jesus  appears  to  Jils  Disciples. 

John  xx.  19-31. 


19  ^  Then  the  same  day  at  even- 
ing, being  the  first  day  of  the  week, 
■when  the  doors  were  shut  where  the 
disciples  were  assembled  for  fear  of 
the  Jews,  came  Jesus  and  stood  in 
the  midst,  and  saith  unto  them, 
Peace  be  unto  you. 

20  And  when  he  had  so. said,  he 
shewed  unto  them /tis  hands  and  his 
side.  Then  were  the  disciples  glad 
when  they  saw  the  Lord. 

21  Then  said  Jesus  to  them  again, 
Peace  be  unto  you:  as  my  Father 
hath  sent  me,  even  so  send  I  you. 

22  And  when  he  had  said  this,  he 
breathed  on  tJttnn,  and  said  unto 
them.  Receive  ye  the  Holy  Ghost: 

23  Whosesoever  sins  ye  remit,  they 
are  remitted  unto  them  ;  and  whose- 
soever sins  ye  retain,  they  are  re- 
taiued. 


24  But  Thomas,  one  of  the  twelve, 
called  Didymus,  was  not  with  them 
when  Jesus  came. 

25  The  other  disciples  therefore 
said  unto  him,  We  have  seen  the 
Lord.  But  he  said  unto  them,  Ex- 
cept I  shall  see  in  his  hands  the 
print  of  the  nails,  and  put  my  linger 
into  the  print  of  the  nails,  and  thrust 
my  hand  into  his  side,  I  will  not 
believe. 

26  1  And  after  eight  days  again  his 
disciples  were  within,  and  Thomas 
with  them:  then  came  Jesus,  the 
doors  being  shut,  and  stood  in  the 
midst,  and  said.  Peace  be  unto  you. 

27  Then  saith  he  to  Thomas,  Reach 
hither  thy  finger,  and  behold  my 
hands  ;  and  reach  hither  thy  hand, 
and  thrust  it  into  my  side ;  and  be 
not  faithless,  but  believing. 
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28  And  Thomas  answered  and  said 
unto  him,  My  Lord  and  my  God. 

29  Jesus  sa'id  unto  him,  Thomas, 
because  thou  hast  seen  me,  thou  hast 
believed  :  blessed  are  they  that  have 
not  seen  and  yet  have  believed. 

30  \  And  many  other  signs  truly 


did  Jesus  in  the  presence  of  his  dis- 
ciples, which  are  not  written  in  this 
book  : 

31  But  these  are  written,  that  yo 
might  believe  that  Jesus  is  the  Christ, 
the  Son  of  God;  and  that  believing 
ye  might  have  life  through_his  name. 


19.  On  what  day  of  the  week  did  the  Saviour  rise? 
Where  did  lie  go  that  same  evening? 

Why  were  the  doors  shut? 

What  reason  had  they  to  fear  the  Jews  ?  (The  Jews  had  perse- 
cuted their  Master,  arid  would  probably  do  so  with  liis  followers.) 

How  did  the  disciples  feel  when  they  saw  Jesus?— Luke  xxiv.  37. 

Why  were  they  terrified  ?  (They  could  not  realize  yet  that  Jesus 
was  risen,  and  was  present  with  them  in  his  bodj;.) 

What  did  he  say  t)  them  ? 

Was  this  a  common  salutation  among  the  Jews  ?    (Yes.) 

Did  it  not  mean  more  when  it  came  from  Ctirist's  lips?— See 
John  xiv.  27. 

If  Christ  speaks  peace  to  us,  need  we  be  troubled  or  afraid  on 
any  account?— Ps.  xxvii.  1. 

What  else  did  he  say  ?— Luke  xxi%^  3S ;  Mark  xvi.  14. 

20.  What  then  did  he  do? 

What  did  he  say  to  them  ?— Luke  xxiv.  39. 

How  should  they  know  by  his  hands,  and  feet,  and  side,  that  it 

was  himself? 
How  did  tlie  disciples  feel? 
What  else  did  he  do  to  show  them  that  he  had  a  real  body?— 

Luke  xxiv.  41-43. 
W^hat  did  he  then  tell  them  ?— Luke  xxiv.  44-46. 
Had  they  expected  this?    (No.) 
What  were  they  now  to  do?— Luke  xxiv.  47. 
What  were  they  to  give  witness  of  ?— Luke  xxiv.  48. 

21.  What  did  he  say  to  them  then  ? 
Where  did  he  mean  they  sliould  go?— Mark  xvi.  15. 

W^hat  was  the  work  which  they  were  thus  commissioned  or  sent 

to  do  ?    (To  preach  the  gospel.) 
How  is  this  told  by  Matthew  ?— Matt,  xxviii.  18-20. 
What  was  to  be  the  consequence  of  their  preaching  the  gospel  ? 

—Mark  xvi.  16. 
How  were  they  to  prove  that  they  were  sent  by  Christ?— Mark 

xvi.  17,  IS. 
Where  had  Christ  been  sent  by  the  Father  ?— John  xvii.  18. 
For  what  purpose  was  lie  sent?— John  iii.  17. 
How  was  that  commission  which  he  had,  like  this  which  he  now 

gave  his  disciples?    (He  came  to  save  sinners,  and  his  disci- 
ples were  sent  to  teach  this  salvation.) 
How  do  we  know  that  this  command  was  given  not  only  to  the 

apostles,  but  is  binding  to  the  end  of  time?— Matt,  xxviii.  20. 
Is  it,  then,  the  duty  of  Christians  to  send  the  gospel  to  every 

creature?    (It  is.) 
Have  they  done  this  ? 
How  may  they  do  it  ? 
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22.  What  did  the  Lord  then  do? 

What  is  meant  by  their  receiving  the  Holy  Ghost?    (Being 

under  the  influence  of  the  Holy  Ghost.) 
Do  Christians  now  receive  the  Holy  Ghost  ?    (Yes.) 
Can  they  clo  miracles  now  ?    (^'o.; 
Whiit  does  the  Holy  Ghost  now  do  for  Christians  ?— 2  Thess.  ii. 

13 ;  Rom.  v.  5. 
What  is  it  said  in  Luke  that  Jesus  did  at  this  time  ?— Luke  xxiv. 

4.5. 
Where  are  we  to  look  for  aid  to  understand  the  Scriptures 

aright?— John  xiv.  26;  Eph.  i.  17. 

23.  What  power  was  given  to  the  apostles? 

Does  this  mean  that  they  had  power  to  forgive  sins  ?  (Xo :  Mark 

ii.  7.) 

24.  Which  of  the  disciples  was  not  present  at  this 
time? 

25.  Wliat  did  the  others  say  to  him  afterwards? 

What  answer  did  he  make? 

26.  When  were  the  disciples  assembled  together 
again  ? 

What  dav  of  the  week  was  it  then  ?    (The  first  day.) 
What  is  this  day  called  ?— Rev.  i.  10. 
Was  Thomas  absent  at  this  time? 
Who  came  among  them  ? 
What  did  he  say  ? 

27.  What  did  Christ  say  to  Thomas? 

Did  he  know  what  Tliomas  haxl  said  ?    (Yes :  he  is  omniscient.)  ■ 
What  is  the  meaning  oH faithless  ?    (Unbelieving.) 

28.  What  was  the  answer  that  Thomas  made? 
What  made  him  believe  that  Christ  was  God?    (He  was  con- 
vinced that  he  had  really  risen  from  the  dead.) 

29.  What  did  our  Saviour  say  to  him  ? 

What  reason  is  there  whj-  such  as  have  never .?^en  Christ  should 
believe  in  him  ?    (We  have  the  testimony  of  the  word  of  God.) 
Whom  must  all  acknowledge  Christ  to  be?— Phil.  ii.  10, 11. 
What  is  said  in  the  first  epistle  of  John,  ii.  23  ? 

30.  What  is  said  about  the  signs  that  Jesus  did  in 
the  presence  of  his  disciples? 

What  are  meant  by  signs  ?    (Miracles.) 

31.  For  what  purpose  have  those  been  written  that 
are  found  on  record? 

Is  tliere  enough  written  to  convince  every  person  that  Jesus  is 

the  Christ  and  the  Son  of  God  ? 
Can  you  have  any  excuse  if  you  do  not  believe  in  Christ  ? 
Is  it  enough  merely  to  believe  this  ?    (We  must  believe  this  and 

rely  on  him  alone  for  salvation.) 
Is  there  any  other  name  through  which  you  can  have  life?— 

Acts  iv.  12. 
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LESSON  XLII. 

fTesus  appears  at  the  Sea  of  Tiberias. 

Who  first  discovered  that  Jesus  had  risen  from  the  dead? 
Which  of  the  eleven  disciples  saw  him  first? 
When  did  he  see  them  together  ? 
How  was  Thomas  convinced  ? 


JoHX  xxi.  1-24. 


1  After  these  things  Jesus  shewed  i 
himself  again  to  the  disciples  at  the  | 
sea  of  Tiberias ;    and   on  this  wise 
shewed  he  himself. 

2  There  were  together  Simon  Peter, 
and  Thomas  called  Didymus,  and 
Nathanael  of  Caua  in  Galilee,  and 
the  son.t  of  Zebedee,  and  two  other 
of  his  disciples.  | 

3  Simon  Peter  saith  unto  them,  I 
go  a  fishing.  The}'  say  unto  him,  | 
We  also  go  with  thee.  They  went 
forth,  and  entered  into  a  ship  im- 
mediately; and  that  night  they 
cauglit  nothing. 

4  But  when  the  morning  was  now 
come,  Jesus  stood  on  the  shore ;  but 
the  disciples  knew  not  that  it  was  ! 
Jesus.  I 

5  Then    Jesus    saith    unto    them,  j 
Children,  have  you  any  meat?  They 
answered  him.  No. 

6  And  he  said  unto  them.  Cast  | 
the  net  on  the  right  side  of  the  ship,  | 
and  ye  shall  find.  They  cast  there-  [ 
fore,"  and  now  they  were  not  able  to  , 
draw  it  for  the  multitude  of  fishes,    j 

7  Therefore  that  disciple  whopi 
Jesus  loved  saith  unto  Peter,  It  is  ] 
the  Lord.  Now  when  Simon  Peter 
heard  that  it  was  the  Lord,  he  girt  ' 
Jii'!  fisher's  coat  ttnto  him,  for  he  ' 
was  naked,  and  did  east  himself  j 
into  the  sea.  i 

8  And  the  other  disciples  came  in 
a  little  ship,  (for  they  were  not  far  I 
from  land,  but  as  it  were  two  hun- 
dred cubits,)  dragging  the  net  with 
fishes. 

9  As  soon  then  as  they  were  come 
to  land,  they  saw  a  fire  of  coals 
there,  and  fish  laid  thereon,  and 
bread. 

10  Jesus  saith  unto  them.  Bring  of 
the  fish  which  ye  have  now  caught. 

11  Simon  Peter  went  up,  and  drew 


the  net  to  land  full  of  great  fishes, 
a  hundred  and  fifty  and  three:  and 
for  all  there  were  "so  many,  yet  was 
not  the  net  broken. 

12  Jesus  saith  unto  them.  Come 
atid  dine.  And  none  of  the  dis- 
ciples durst  ask  him,  Who  art  thou  ? 
knowing  that  it  was  the  Lord. 

13  Jesus  then  cometh,  and  taketh 
bread,  and  giveth  them,  and  fish 
likewise. 

14  This  is  now  the  third  time  that 
Jesus  shewed  himself  to  his  dis- 
ciples, after  that  he  was  risen  from 
the  dead.    J 

15  'il  So  when  they  had  dined,  Jesus 
saith  to  Simon  Peter,  Simon,  soti 
of  Jonas,  lovest  thou  me  more  than 
these?  He  saith  unto  him.  Yea, 
Lord ;  thou  knowest  that  I  love 
thee.  He  saith  unto  him,  Feed  my 
lambs. 

16  He  saith  to  him  again  the  second 
time,  Simon,  son  of  Jonas,  lovest 
thou  me  ?  He  saith  unto  him.  Yea, 
Lord ;  thou  knowest  that  I  love 
thee.  He  saith  unto  him.  Feed  my 
sheep. 

17  He  saith  unto  him  the  third 
time,  Simon,  fon  of  Jonas,  lovest 
thou  me?  Peter  was  grieved  be- 
cause he  said  unto  him  the  third 
time,  Lovest  thou  me  ?  And  he 
said  unto  him.  Lord,  thou  knowest 
all  things  ;  thou  knowest  that  I  love 
thee.  Jesus  saith  unto  him.  Feed 
my  sheep. 

18  Verily,  verily,  I  say  unto  thee. 
When  thou  wast  young,  thou  gird- 
edst  thyself,  and  walkedst  whither 
thou  wouldest:  but  when  thou  shalt 
be  old,  thou  shalt  stretch  forth  thy 
hands,  and  another  shall  gird  thee, 
and  carry  thee  whither  thou  would- 
est not. 
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19  This  spake  he,  signifying  by 
■what  death  he  should  glorify  God. 
And  when  he  had  spoken  this,  he 
saith  unto  him,  Follow  me. 

20  Then  Peter,  turning  about,  seeth 
the  disciple  whom  Jesus  loved  fol- 
lowing; which  also  leaned  on  his 
breast  at  supper,  and  said,  Lord, 
which  is  he  that  betrayeth  thee  ? 

21  Peter  seeing  him  saith  to  Jesus, 
Lord,  and  what  shall  this  man  do  ? 

22  Jesus  saith  unto  him,  If  I  will 


that  he  tarry  till  I  come,  what  is 
that  to  thee  1  follow  thou  me. 

23  Then  went  this  saying  abroad, 
among  the  brethren,  that  that  dis- 
ciple should  not  die:  yet  Jesus  said 
not  unto  him.  He  shall  not  die  ;  but. 
If  I  will  that  he  tarry  till  I  come, 
what  is  that  to  thee  ? 

24  This  is  the  disciple  which  testi- 
fieth  of  these  things,  and  wrote 
these  things :  and  we  know  that  his 
testimony  is  true. 


1.  To  whom  did  Jesus  again  show  himself? 
How  many  of  them  were  together  ? 
Where  were  they  ? 

By  what  other  name  is  the  Sea  of  Tiberias  called  ?  (Sea  of  Gali- 
lee, Sea  of  Gennesaret,  and  in  the  Old  Testament  the  Sea  of 
Chinnereth.) 

Had  he  often  been  with  them  there?    (Yes.) 

What  had  he  told  them  before  his  death  ?— See  Matt.  xxvi.  32, 

What  is  meant  by  the  expression  "  on  this  wise  shewed  he  him- 
self ?    (In  this  way.) 

2.  Who  were  together  ? 

What  business  did  most  of  these  men  follow  ?  (They  were  fish- 
ermen.) 

3.  What  did  Simon  Peter  say  to  them? 
How  did  they  answer  him  ? 

What  did  they  do  then  ? 

What  success  had  they  that  night? 

4.  What  took  place  in  the  morning? 
Did  the  disciples  know  him  ? 

5.  What  did  Jesus  say  to  them  ? 
How  did  the  disciples  answer  him  ? 

6.  What  did  he  tell  them  to  do  ? 
Did  they  take  any  thing  noiv  ? 

7.  What  did  John  say  to  Peter? 

Why  did  he  think  it  was  the  Lord?     (The  miracle  probably 

directed  his  attention  to  Jesus,  and  then  he  recognized  him.) 
What  did  Peter  do? 

8.  How  did  the  other  disciples  come? 
How  far  were  they  from  land  ? 

"What  distance  is  two  hundred  cubits  ?    (About  350  feet.) 

9.  What  did  they  find  on  the  shore  ? 

10.  What  did  Jesus  say  to  them  ? 

11.  What  did  Peter  do  then  ? 
How  many  fishes  were  there? 
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12.  What  did  Jesus  say  to  them  ? 
Did  they  know  him? 

13.  What  did  Jesus  do? 

14.  How  many  times  nowhad  Jesus  shown  himself 
to  his  disciples  since  his  resurrection  ?     (Seven.) 

To  what  individuals  had  he  previously  shown  himself?  (To  the 
women  who  met  him,  to  Mary  JMagdalene,  to  Peter,  and  to  the 
two  disciples  going  to  Emmaus.) 

How  many  saw  him  at  one  time  after  this  ?— 1  Cor.  xv.  6. 

15.  When  they  had  eaten,  what  did  Jesus  ask 
Peter  ? 

How  did  he  answer? 

What  did  Jesus  mean  bj'  more  than  these  ?    (The  other  apostles.) 

What  did  he  tell  him  to  do? 

Whom  did  Jesus  mean  by  his  lambs?  (His  weak  and  inexpe- 
rienced followers.) 

What  is  said  of  the  care  of  the  Lord  Jesus  over  the  lambs  ?— Isa. 
•xl.  11. 

Who  may  be  particularly  meant  as  the  lambs  of  Christ's  flock  ? 
(The  young.) 

16.  What  did  Jesus  say  to  Peter  the  second  time? 
Is  this  the  same  as  the  first  question  ?    (Jesus  did  not  ask  this 

time  if  he  loved  him  more  than  others.) 
What  reply  did  he  make  ? 
What  did  he  tell  them  to  do? 
Whom  did  Jesus  mean  by  his  sheep?    (Those  who  believe  in 

him.) 
Can  jou  mention  any  instances  in  which  Christ  called  himself 

a  Shepherd,  and  his  people  his  sheep  '.'—John  x.  11-16. 

17.  What  did  the  liord  saj  to  Peter  the  third  time  ? 
Why  was  Peter  grieved  ? 

How'often  had  Peter  denied  the  Lord  ?    (Three  times.) 

Would  not  this  be  likely  to  keep  Peter  in  mind  of  his  duty,  if  he 

should  again  be  tried  ?    (Yes.) 
How  did  he  now  answer  the  Lord? 
Who  alone  knows  all  things?— 1  John  iii.  20. 
What  did  Jesus  again  tell  him  to  do? 
In  what  sense  could  Peter  feed  Christ's  people?    (In  a  spiritual 

sense ;  he  was  to  instruct  and  guide  them.) 
Who  is  the  Great  Shepherd  ?— Heb.  xiii.  20. 

18.  What  did  Jesus  further  say  to  Peter? 

19.  What  did  he  signify  by  this  ? 

What  death  did  Peter  suffer  ?  (He  is  said  to  have  been  crucified.) 
When  Jesus  had  spoken  thus,  what  did  he  say  to 
Peter? 

20.  When  Peter  turned  about,  whom  did  he  see 
following  ? 
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What  had  this  disciple  done  at  the  last  supper  ? 

Where  do  you  read  of  this  ?— John  xiii.  23,  35. 
Who  was  he  ?    (John.) 

21.  When  Peter  saw  John  following,  what  did  he 
say  to  Jesus  ? 

23.  What  did  Jesus  say  to  him  ? 

What  did  the  Lord  mean  to  teach  Peter  by  this  answer  ?    (To 

leave  the  future  in  Christ's  caie,  without  anxiety,  and  make  it 

his  care  to  follow  the  Saviour.) 

23.  What  did  many  suppose  was  meant  by  this? 
Who  were  the  brethren  ?    (The  disciples.) 

Had  Jesus  said  that  John  should  not  die  ? 

What  had  he  said  ? 

Did  John  live  to  an  advanced  age  ?    (Yes.) 

Did  he  die  a  natural  death  ?    (He  is  supposed  to  have  been  the 

-  only  one  among  the  apostles  who  did  so.) 

Where  did  he  receive  his  revelation  ?— See  Rev.  i.  9. 

What  was  his  hope  in  the  prospect  of  death  ?— 1  John  iii.  2. 

What  does  he  say  is  the  commandment  of  God?— 1  John  iii.  23. 

24.  What  disciple  was  this  ? 
What  is  it  to  testify  ?    (To  bear  witness  to.) 
What  is  said  of  this  disciple's  testimony? 
Wliat  is  testimony  ?    (The  declaration  of  a  witness.) 
Why  ought  his  testimony  to  be  believed  ?— John  xv.  27. 


LESSON  XLIII. 


TJie  Ascension. 


Acts  i.  1-11. 


1  The  former  treatise  have  I  made, 
O  Theophilus,  of  all  that  Jesus  be- 
gan both  to  do  and  teach, 

2  Until  the  day  in  which  he  was 
taken  up,  after  that  he  through  the 
Holy  Ghost  had  given  command- 
ments unto  the  apostles  whom  he 
had  chosen: 

3  To  whom  also  he  shewed  himself 
alive  after  his  passion  by  many  in- 
fallible proofs,  being  seen  of  them 
forty  days,  and  speaking  of  the 
things  pertaining  to  the  kingdom 
of  God: 


4  And,  being  assembled  together 
with  (hem,  commanded  them  that 
they  should  not  depart  from  Jeru- 
salem, but  wait  for  the  promise  of 
the  Father,  which,  saith  he,  ye  have 
heard  of  me. 

5  For  John  truly  baptized  with 
water;  but  ye  shall  be  baptized  with 
the  Holy  Ghost  not  many  days 
hence. 

6  When  they  therefore  were  come 
together,  they  asked  of  him,  saying, 
Lord,  wilt  tliou  at  this  time  restore 
again  the  kingdom  to  Israel? 
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7  And  he  said  unto  them,  It  is  not 
for  you  to  know  the  times  or  the 
seasons,  which  the  Father  hath  put 
in  his  own  power. 

8  But  ye  shall  receive  puper,  after 
that  the  Holy  Ghost  is  come  upon 
you:  and  ye  shall  be  witnesses  unto 
me  both  in  Jerusalem,  and  in  all 
Judea,  and  in  Samaria,  and  unto 
the  uttermost  part  of  the  earth. 

9  And  when  he  had  spoken  these 
things,  while   they  beheld,  he  was 


taken  up ;  and  a  cloud  received  him 
out  of  their  sight. 

10  And  while  they  looked  stead- 
fastly toward  heaven  as  he  went  up, 
behold,  two  men  stood  by  them  in 
white  apparel ; 

11  Which  also  said.  Ye  men  of 
Galilee,  why  stand  j'e  gazing  up 
into  heaven?  this  same  Jesus,  which 
is  taken  up  from  you  into  heaven, 
shall  so  come  in  like  manner  as  yo 
have  seen  him  go  into  heaven. 


1.  To  whom  is  the  book  of  the  "  Acts  of  the  Apos- 
tles" addressed? 

Who  was  the  writer  of  this  book  ?    (Luke.) 
What  was  the  forme?-  treatise  which  he  had  written  ?  (The  Gospel 
of  Luke.) 

2.  Until  what  time  does  Luke's  Gospel  give  a  his- 
tory of  Christ? 

What  Is  the  last  thing  we  are  told  about  Jesus  in  the  Gk)spel  of 

Luke  ?— Luke  xxiv.  51. 
What  did  he  say  to  his  apostles  before  he  was  taken  up  ?— Luke 

xxiv.  44-49. 

3.  What  is  said  in  this  verse? 

What  is  meant  by  his  passion  ?    (His  sufferings.) 

What  is  meant  by  infallible  proofs  ?  (Certain  and  convincing 
evidence.) 

What  infallible  proofs  of  his  resurrection  did  he  show?  (He 
remained  with  his  disciples  forty  days,  talked  with  them,  ate 
with  them,  performed  miracles,  and  convinced  them  beyond 
doubt  that  he  was  their  crucified  but  risen  Lord.) 

How  long  was  he  seen  after  that? 

What  did  he  speak  of? 

Can  you  mention  any  of  them  ?— Luke  xxiv.  25-27, 44-49;  Matt, 
xxviii.  18-20. 

4.  What  did  the  Lord  command  his  disciples  ? 
For  what  were  they  to  wait? 

What  was  the  promise  of  the  Father?— John  xiv.  26. 
Where  is  this  mentioned  ?— Luke  xxiv.  49. 

5.  What  further  did  he  say  about  it  ? 

What  John  was  it  that  baptized  with  water?  (John  the  Baptist.) 
What  did  he  tell  the  people  who  came  to  him?— Matt.  iii.  11. 
When  were  the  disciples  baptized  with  the  Holy  Ghost,  accord- 
ing to  this  promise  ?— Acts  ii.  1-4. 

6.  What  did  the  disciples  ask  Jesus  ? 

WTiat  did  he  mean  by  restorinp  again  the  kingdom  to  Israel? 

(Making  them  again  an  independent  nation.) 
XJnder  whose  power  was  the  nation  of  the  Jews  at  that  time  ? 

(The  Romans.) 
Was  it  a  common  opinion  among  the  Jews  that  the  Messiah 

would  make  them  independent  ?    (Yes.) 
H 
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Had  the  disciples  all  along  thought  that  Jesus  would  do  so  ?— 
Luke  xxiv.  21. 

7.  What  answer  did  Jesus  make  to  them  ? 

Is  it  wrong  to  inquire  anxiously  about  things  that  God  has  not 
been  pleased  to  reveal?    (Very  wrong:  Deut.  xxix.  29.) 

Has  God  concealed  any  thing  which  it  is  important  lor  us  to 
know?    (No:  2  Tim.  iii.  l.=  -17.) 

8.  What  did  the  Saviour  then  say  to  them? 

What  sort  of  power  was  it  that  they  received  when  the  Holy 
Ghost  came  upon  them?  (Tlie  ability  they  needed  to  enable 
them  to  be  witnesses  lor  Jesus.) 

Had  not  the  apostles  wisdom  enough  of  their  own  for  this  work  ? 
—2  Cor.  iv.  7. 

What  are  we  told  in  Acts  iv.  33  ? 

Who  are  sent  now  to  be  witnesses  for  Jesus  Christ?  (Mission- 
aries are  sent  to  bear  witness  of  him  in  heathen  lands;  but  all 
Christians  are  witnesses  for  Jesus  :  John  iii.  33.) 

9.  After  he  had  spoken  these  things,  what  took 
place? 

What  was  he  doing  at  the  time  he  was  taken  up  ?— Luke  xxiv. 

50,  51. 
Where  did  the  Lord  Jesus  go  ? 

What  had  lie  told  his  disciples  before  his  death?— John  xvi. 
How  had  lie  prayed?— John  xvii.  5. 
What  glory  was  that  ?— John  i.  l. 
Where  is  Jesus  now  ?— Rom.  viii.  34. 

10.  What  did  the  disciples  do  as  he  went  up? 
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